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GREAT FALLS GENEALOGY SOCIETY 

The Falls 

Newsletter 

FEBRUARY 2023 

Established 1975 

FEBRUARY 2023  Calendar of Events  

 

Thursday, February 2nd—Acquisitions Meeting, 3 pm   

Thursday, February 2nd—Board Meeting, 4 pm    

Saturday, February 4th—Special Interest Group— Using Your Genealogy Database Well— Janet Thomson, Facilitator; 10:15– 

11:45 am 

Thursday, February 9th—General Meeting—David and Cynthia Thomas trip to Bhutan starts 6:00 pm Business Meeting starts 

about 6:45 pm—6:55 pm 

Saturday, February 11th—Class—Tax 1; Janet Thomson, Instructor; 10:15—11:45 am 

Wednesday, February 15th—Wednesdays at 11—Newspapers—Janet Thomson, Facilitator; 11 am 

Saturday, February 18th—Class—Tax 2; Janet Thomson, Instructor; 10:15—11:45 am 

Monday, February 20th—Library closed for President’s Day 

Wednesday, February 22nd—Wednesdays at 11—Rural Farm and Ranch Directories—Janet Thomson, Facilitator; 11 am 

Sunday, February 26th—Free Class—Getting Started in Genealogy—Senior Citizen Center; 19 Bridge Street; Belt, Montana 1 pm  

 

February 9, 2023 General Meeting Presentation 

David and Cynthia Thomas, Trip to Bhutan 
 

Bhutan, country of south-central Asia, located on the eastern ridges of the Himalayas. Historically a remote 
kingdom, Bhutan became less isolated in the second half of the 20th century, and consequently the pace of 
change began to accelerate. With improvements in transportation, by the early 21st century a trip from the In-
dian border to the Bhutanese capital, Thimphu, that once took six days by mule could be made in just a few 
hours by car along a winding mountain road from the border town of Phuntsholing. The governmental struc-
ture also changed radically. Reforms initiated by King Jigme Dorji Wangchuk (reigned 1952–72) in the 1950s 
and ’60s led to a shift away from absolute monarchy in the 1990s and toward the institution of multiparty par-
liamentary democracy in 2008.—Britannica  

This presentation will start at 6:00 p.m. It will last about 45—55 minutes and the business meeting will take 
place after the presentation. 

For the consideration of others, when on Zoom please remember to mute your computer during the presenta-
tions and classes. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/nation-state
https://www.britannica.com/place/Asia
https://www.britannica.com/place/Himalayas
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/pace
https://www.britannica.com/place/Thimphu
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Jigme-Dorji-Wangchuk
https://www.britannica.com/topic/absolutism-political-system
https://www.britannica.com/topic/parliamentary-system
https://www.britannica.com/topic/parliamentary-system
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2023 Planned  

Schedule for  

Meetings 
 

For planning purposes, here are the re-

maining 2023 scheduled dates and times 

for Committees, Board, and General 

meetings: 

Dates and times may be changed if need-

ed through the year. Currently, meetings 

are both in-person and Zoom.  The pro-

gram will be at the beginning of the meet-

ing and the business meeting will be after 

the program. The length of the program 

will be announced so Zoom participants 

can attend only the General Meeting if 

they desire.  

    For the consideration of others, when 
on Zoom please remember to mute your 
computer during the presentations and 
classes. 

MISSION OF THE GREAT 

FALLS GENEALOGY  

SOCIETY 

 
 The mission of the Great Falls 

Genealogy Society is to promote and en-

courage active interest in genealogy, com-

pile accurate and complete genealogies and 

collect and preserve genealogical records. 

Additionally, the Society will foster educa-

tion and training in genealogy through 

courses and instruction in genealogy, lec-

tures, forums, seminars, and special work. 

Officers: 

Stacey Corcino, President 

Janet D. Thomson, Vice President 

Linda Long, Secretary 

Cheryl Lucas, Treasurer 

Trustees: Gary Campbell,  

Diana Kirol, Merle Anne McLeish 

 

Committee Chairs: 

Acquisitions: Larry Spicer 

Membership: Ann Dues 

Publications: Janet D. Thomson 

Projects: Vacant 

Research: Diane Green 

Technology: Linda Long 

 

Webmaster: Merle Anne McLeish 

Newsletter Editors: Cheryl Lucas,  

Janet D. Thomson 

 

Society Library Hours:  

Monday—Saturday  

12:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m. 

 

The Falls Newsletter is published monthly 

by the Great Falls Genealogy Society, 301 

2nd Ave. N. Great Falls, MT 59401. Mem-

bers of GFGS receive the newsletter as part 

of their membership. 

 

Members and the public are encouraged to 

submit material for publications. Articles 

should be sent electronically if possible. 

Deadline for submission is the fifteenth of 

the month. Neither Great Falls Genealogy 

Society nor the editor assumes responsibility 

for errors of fact or opinions expressed by 

the contributor. The editor reserves the right 

to edit material prior to publication. Send 

articles to the office at the above address or 

electronically gfgenealogy@genlibrary.org. 
 

Contents © 2023 All rights reserved. 

Great Falls Genealogy Society is a 501(c)(3) 

nonprofit so your donations are tax 

 deductible. 

Acquisitions 3:00 pm Board 4:00 pm 

2 February 2 February 

2 March 2 March 

6 April 6 April 

4 May 4 May 

1 June 1 June 

6 July 6 July 

3 August 3 August 

7 September 7 September 

5 October 5 October 

2 November 2 November 

7 December 7 December 

General 6:00 pm  

9 February  

9 March  

13 April  

11 May  

14 September  

12 October  

9 November  

14 December  

Acquisitions Committee is  

Accepting Recommendations 

The Acquisitions Committee is always ac-

cepting recommendations for materials that 

will help you in your research. The library 

does have material from all over the world. 

If there is a book or map that you think 

would help you or others in research let us 

know and we will see if we can purchase 

the material. Not all material is available on 

the internet so the printed material is also 

important to research for information. 

Email the society and put acquisition re-

quest in the subject line if you would like to 

request or recommend material. You can 

also send the request to the Acquisitions 

Committee by writing to the street address. 

Please specify a specific area (such as a 

county in a state and not just a state) to help 

us narrow down what to look for.  

Membership  News 

Welcome to Our  
Newest members: 

 
James Verzuh, Great 

Falls 
 
 

2023 Conferences 

RootsTech—The world’s largest family 
history gathering will return in 2023, 
and registration for the event is now 
open. 
RootsTech is scheduled for March 2–4, 
2023, including an in-person event in 
Salt Lake City, Utah, to complement its 
extensive online conference. Millions 
of virtual and in-person attendees are 
expected to gather for inspiring learn-
ing opportunities that will help them 
connect to their family — past, present 
and future. Register at https://
www.familysearch.org/rootstech/event/
rt2023 
 
National Genealogical Society—The 
upcoming NGS 2023 Family History 
Conference, Virginia: The Deep Roots 
of a Nation, will be held in Richmond, 
Virginia, 31 May–3 June 2023, and On-
Demand July through December 2023. 
Attendees will have an opportunity to 
choose from new lectures for family 
history researchers at all levels by the 
nation’s premier genealogical speakers. 
No registration page yet. 
 
Montana State Genealogical Society— 
September 21—23, 2023 Bozeman, 
Montana. No registration page yet.  

Like us on 

mailto:gfgenealogy@genlibrary.org
https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/event/rt2023
https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/event/rt2023
https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/event/rt2023
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New in The Library 

As of January, 2023 

 Union Cavalryman 1861-1865 

 American Migration Routes Part 1 Indian 
Paths, Post Roads & Wagon Roads 

 American Migration Routes Part 2 Stage-
coach, Steamboat, Canal & Early Railroad 
Routes 

 The Colony that Rose from the Sea Norwe-
gian Maritime Migration and Community in 
Brooklyn, 1850-1910 

 From Peasants to Farmers The Migration 
from Balestrand, Norway, to the Upper 
Middle West 

 The Heart of the Heartland Norwegian 
American Community in the Twin Cities 

 Long Day’s Journey: The Steamboat and 
Stagecoach Era in the Northern West 

 My First Hundred Years 1880-1980 
(Gallatin County) 

 Norwegians in New York, 1825-1925 

 Ordnance Survey Historical Guides Kent 
(Great Britain) 

 Out Here on Our Own: An Oral History of 
an American Boomtown (Sweetwater Wyo-
ming) 

 Out West on the Overland Train Across-the-
Continent Excursion with Leslie’s Magazine 
in 1877 

 Railroad Signatures across the Pacific 
Northwest 

 Staffordshire County Handbook (Great Brit-
ain) 

 This was Jackson’s Hole Incidents & Pro-
files from the Settlement of Jackson Hole 
(Wyoming) 

 The Unforgettable M&M 1890-2021 The 
Wild History and True Stories of Butte 
Montana’s Nationally Known 131 Year Old 
Saloon 

 Collins Russian-English English-Russian 
Dictionary 

 Kelly & Walsh’s Handbook of the Japanese 
Language 

 Sources in Austin Genealogy 

Check us out 

on Facebook! 
 New posts appearing frequently. When 

you look at our page, please take the time to com-

ment on the posts so that we know you have 

looked at it. Lots of information, hints, and jokes 

appearing. Have fun with it. 

Name The Duck Contest 
 

     Prior to our last General Meeting someone reminded me to 
grab the chicken.  Which started the conversation about this bas-
ket.  I thought it looked like a duck.  Someone else thought a tur-
key.  So of course, the conversation moved to Turduckens.  Why? 
Who knows but we did learn about Turduckens!  When I turned 
this basket over, we noticed it had webbed feet and since turkeys 
and chickens do not have webbed feet, we settled on it being a 
duck.  Now me being in a weird mood decided to take a picture 
and start a contest to name the duck.  So, there is a little view of 
the inside of my head!  Are you happy now that you voted for me 
for President???!!!   
     We need to name this duck.  Send in your ideas by February 
15th.  We will then send out a “voting card” electronically with 
votes due by February 28th.  The winner will be announced at our 
next General Meeting in March & get something from me!!!    

     VISITOR STATISTICS 

 Have you ever wondered how many people use the re-

sources of our library in person? Just to let you know—in 2022 we 

had 2,650 total visitors to the Montana Room and Genealogy Li-

brary. Fifty-four of these were out of county visitors and 54 were 

out of state. We even had 11 from out of country! Not bad for after 

the Covid shutdown! As a comparison in 2019 (before Covid) we 

had 3,355 total; 78 out of county; 67 out of state; and 38 out of 

country. 
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     Happy February!!!  I hope this finds you doing well and staying healthy!  January was a pretty busy month!  We had 7 classes, 1 

speaking engagement and a speaker at our Monthly meeting.   

     The Board met and discussed a few things that have resulted in one small change.  As I announced at our General Meeting the 

passcodes on all the computers will be updated. The purpose of a passcode is to protect and since ours is posted on the computers 

and is the same for all of them it isn’t serving its desired purpose.   The Public computers will no longer have a passcode required 

once they are “fired up”.  The Society/Library computers will have their passcode changed and that passcode WILL NOT be taped 

to the computer.  We will have a “secret” location for it so you will be able to access it but the greater public will not.  We need to 

be mindful to the security of the information on our Society/Library computers. That is not to say we believe we have ne’er-do-wells 

coming into the library but in this day and age it behooves us to be sure we have taken some proper precautions for the safety of 

personal information.   

     Next up the survey that was sent out in December.  Thank you to those that took the time to fill it out.  It was good for me and the 

Board to know where some gaps lie.  Of those that answered 85.7% joined for the research.  So that is good!  For Educational Op-

portunities it was a close 3-way race for top spot, Birth/Marriage/Death Certificate, In Depth Census Research and Tax Lists came 

out on top.  But if this wasn’t one of yours don’t worry, we will keep this list handy to add to future classes.  Unfortunately, I was 

sad to see such a big number (71.4%) not attending our General Meetings.  The reasons varied and so we will work on how to ad-

dress those comments.  To the question about volunteering.  These were some great answers and some things really popped out for 

me.  One of which is the volunteering opportunities for those that don’t come to the library for various reasons.  So, stay tuned…we 

will work on ways for those members that would like to work from home.  My desire is that everyone with the Society has a chance 

to contribute if they want too. 

     Here is where we need your help.  I may be the President but I have always felt that everyone should be a part of the decision-

making process (if they choose to be).  That isn’t to say we will always make everyone happy with how we move forward.  In the 

coming months I will again be sending out more specific surveys.  Don’t worry I’m not going to clog up your email box!  But this is 

the only way I can think of to be sure we are moving in the correct direction.  On these surveys I will capture emails and most likely 

ask for your name and phone number.  This is only so we can contact you about specific projects or volunteer opportunities that are 

available to fit with your desire. 

     Well, I think I have talked enough! I wish you a very happy February.  We would LOVE to see you at our General Meeting.  We 
will have Cynthia Thomas and her husband speaking to us about their trip to Bhutan.  I know I can’t wait to learn about a new loca-

tion in the world!!  Come on down at 6pm or catch it via Zoom on February 9th!   

 

2022 Financial Recap 

     Great Falls Genealogy Society and Library ended  2022 in good financial shape. We had a net profit of $7,251.57. This is after 

donations of $9,711.57 so we do need those donations to keep operating. Our average income between 2013—2022 was $8,283. Our 

average expenses between 2013-2022 was $7,357.25.  We ended the year with the following amounts in our designated funds. (The 

designated funds are categories that we use like savings accounts to buy certain items. These funds are not budgeted and are mostly 

financed from donations.) United States Acquisitions $1,501.25; Foreign Acquisitions $479.71; Indigenous Acquisitions $156.64; 

Montana Acquisitions $24.85; Book Repair Fund $816.39; Computer Software/Hardware $1,017.01; Equipment (Other than Com-

puter) Fund $ 1,739.89; Early Settlers of Great Falls $150.00; Special Projects Fund $3,338.93.   

Remember when doing Genealogy Research—the Internet is just the beginning.  

Most research is done at libraries; archives, courthouses, etc. 
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Subscription Sites for Use at the Library 

GFGS subscribes to several websites for use at the library. These include: 

 American Ancestors (New England Historical Genealogical Society) 

 Ancestry.com     

 Newspapers.com 

 MyHeritage 

 FindMyPast 

 Fold 3 

 Genealogy Bank (Newspapers) 
 
If you cannot make it into the library but you would like something researched 
for you on one of the sites, please visit our website gfgenealogy.org for our 
research policy and fees. 

Free Sites Bookmarked at the Library 

GFGS bookmarks several free websites for use at the library. You can also 

use these websites at home. These include: 

 Family Search 

 Find A Grave 

 Billion Graves 

 Chronicling America 

 National Archives 

 Montana Memory Project 
 

 PROJECTS NEEDING ADOPTING! 

Projects that need to be done at the library 

1. Scanning old GFGS minutes 

2. Scanning old Treasure State Lines 

3. Scanning early telephone directories from Montana 

Room 

4. Scanning early library records 

5. Scanning Chapel of Chimes records 

6. School Census indexes—by year (different from the 

project Diana Kirol is doing) 

7. Index Montana Militia 15 books 

8. Index Treasure State Lines articles 

9. Inventory Cascade County Records—this includes de-

scriptors/pictures/condition 

• Small School Districts 

• School District 1 (Great Falls) 

• Coroner Records 

• Marriage Books 

• Miscellaneous Books 

 

Projects that may be done at home 

 Index Cascade County prisoners’ binders 

 Index Fergus County Argo newspapers binders 

 Index Teton County News binders 

 Index Conrad scrapbooks 

 Index Stagecoach drivers 

 Obituaries from O’Connor Funeral Home 

 Obituaries from Asper Funeral Home (Shelby, Conrad, 

Cut Bank) 

 Obituaries from Buffalo Hill Funeral Home (Kalispell) 

 Obituaries from Holland & Bonine Funeral Home 

(Havre) 

 Obituaries from Foster Funeral Home (Browning, St. 

Ignatius 

If you are interested in doing any of these projects please 

contact Jan or Cheryl at the library. Thank you! 

Volunteering 
By Diana Kirol 

2022 Volunteer of the Year 
 

I am not sure when I began volunteering at the Genealogy Li-
brary, but it seems I get involved with more and more each year. I 
started out doing the journal jars which required no skills on my 
part other than cutting paper, folding the strips and putting them 
into a jar. Pretty low pressure job! Then I started indexing the 
Cascade County school census records. This project I have been 
working on for a couple years. First I completed all District 1 
which is Great Falls. Currently I am working on the smaller dis-
tricts of Cascade County. I started with 1908 and those first years 
took me 4 or 5 hours per year. I have fine tuned the forms I use 
and am able to do a year in a little over 2 hours…longer when I 
visit with the other volunteers. Looking at the school census rec-
ords I was amazed at how much information can be found. Fami-
lies are listed, birthdays of students as well as those children not 
in school yet. Parents names are listed as well as guardians. There 
are no actual mailing addresses, but the city or township they are 
considered to be linked to is listed. I have also taught a couple 
classes as well. In order to teach the classes I needed to learn how 
to be comfortable with the skills I was teaching. I was not willing 
to lock myself into being at the library at a specific time and on a 
specific day so I come in on my schedule. I have picked a day 
and a time, but if I have something else going I do it. I love to 
travel and I also  snow ski and I don’t want to be tied down to a 
job that requires my presence at the library every day or week. I 
enjoy being at the genealogy library and helping when and where 
I can. I have made friends by being there. The information I have 
gained by being in the library on a regular basis has been so help-
ful with my family research. It is so easy to ask a question or find 
a source of information that I didn’t even know I was looking for! 
This is a fun and informative place to volunteer. I highly recom-
mend it.  

gfgenealogy.org
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Rules of Posting Genealogy Information Online 
(Republished here with the permission of the author, Dick Eastman. Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter https://eogn.com/) 

While I call these “rules,” they are really suggestions. These “rules” are just a start.  

OK, here are “Eastman’s Rules of Posting Genealogy Information Online,” a new set of rules invented today: 

If you don’t want everyone to know about something and use that something as they wish, don’t post it online! There 
are no secrets after you post information online. You can claim copyrights or legal protection, but the fact remains 
that information placed on the web quickly becomes common knowledge. You may be correct in thinking that no-
body else should ever re-use your information, but not everyone will agree with you. Regardless of your intentions, 
some people will re-use your data elsewhere. Getting the data removed later will be difficult and frustrating. Think 
before you post! 

Keep in mind that all search engines will index your site (unless you take steps to do otherwise as listed in Note #1 
below), and most of them will cache the information. One web site (www.archive.org which is not a true search en-
gine) will cache your data more or less forever, even if you later change or remove your data. 

A few specialty search sites will charge their subscribers a fee to search your site and millions of others. General-purpose search 
engines, such as Google, are usually free to the user. Specialty search engines that look only for financial data, legal data, real estate 
transactions, sports scores, etc. typically charge a fee. The more specialized the search engine, the higher the fee. Some charge very 
high prices. You and I don’t hear much about the fee-based search engines, but they exist, nonetheless. 

Facts are not copyrighted, at least not under U.S. law. If your web page contains only names and dates and locations of life events 
(birth, marriage, death, census entries, military service, etc.), you do not own that information. It is public domain.  

If your page(s) contains additional descriptive information, interpretations, stories, or other information that you wrote, the original 
information you added might be copyrighted. However, the dividing line between copyrighted information and public domain infor-
mation is often fuzzy. Even legal experts who specialize in intellectual property issues often disagree with each other. You should 
realize that not everyone is going to agree with your interpretation of the legal issues involved. 

Actually, all of this is probably a moot point anyway. Whether legal or not, it is very difficult to force someone to remove copies of 
information you supplied. 

Never assume. You may have strong opinions concerning what is right or wrong, but not everyone will agree with you. Ask your-
self, “What will happen if I place this information online?” Be realistic! 

The above are a few of my thoughts 

Note #1: If you do want to place genealogy information (or any information) on the World Wide Web and do not want your infor-
mation to be found by search engines, there is a simple way to do so: create a ROBOTS.TXT file and place it on your web site. 
Thousands of web sites do this already when they don’t want certain information to become too public. There are many web sites 
that will explain ROBOTS.TXT and tell you how to add such a file to your site. Start here: http://www.google.com/search?
source=ig&hl=en&q=create+robots.txt+file&btnG=Google+Search. Once you add a ROBOTS.TXT file to your web pages, your 
information will disappear from all search engines within a few months. However, don’t be surprised if nobody visits your site any-
more. It will be rather well hidden. 

If you are willing to have some search engines index and cache your site but do not want all search engines to do so, you can be 
selective. Again, the solution is a ROBOTS.TXT file. You can exclude specific search engines by name. The format of the com-
mands is a bit tricky, so study the instructions carefully. Start here: http://www.google.com/search?
source=ig&hl=en&q=create+robots.txt+file&btnG=Google+Search. 

Note #2:You should realize that search engines are not perfect. Even the specialty search engines designed for a specific purpose 
will erroneously add some extraneous data. The search engine’s filters may interpret words differently than a human would. For 
example, a financial services search engine might add your genealogy data to its search engine if your ancestor was named James 
Penney or Ezekiel Dollarhide. Likewise, a genealogy-specific search engine may add a page that describes the article describing 
music but entitled “roots of New Orleans jazz,” and a real estate search engine may add its own information about “the history of 
the House family.” 

Scottish Ancestors?  

Have you tried ScotlandsPeople.gov.uk? The ScotlandsPeople website is the official Scottish Government site for 
searching government records and archives. It is used by hundreds of thousands of people each year to apply for copies 
of official certificates and to research family history, biography, local history and social history.  In the site you have 
access to the statutory registers of births, marriages, deaths, and so on; census returns; church records; valuation rolls; 
and legal records from Scotland's courts of law. 

https://eogn.com/
https://www.archive.org/
http://www.google.com/search?source=ig&hl=en&q=create%2Brobots.txt%2Bfile&btnG=Google%2BSearch
http://www.google.com/search?source=ig&hl=en&q=create%2Brobots.txt%2Bfile&btnG=Google%2BSearch
http://www.google.com/search?source=ig&hl=en&q=create%2Brobots.txt%2Bfile&btnG=Google%2BSearch
http://www.google.com/search?source=ig&hl=en&q=create%2Brobots.txt%2Bfile&btnG=Google%2BSearch
https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/

