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St. Thomas Orphan Home Introduction 
By Cheryl Lucas 

 

I don’t know about you but I have always been curious about the Orphan’s Home that was here in Great Falls 
but gone by the time I came to town. I’ve done some research into this subject and would like to share this infor-
mation with you. Most of this information is from Great Falls Tribune articles from when the Orphan’s Home 
was being planned and new. Hope you find it as interesting as I did. It’s a great snapshot of life at the time. 

 

Great Falls Tribune Monday June 22, 1903 Page 8 

MANY POOR CHILDREN GIVEN EXCELLENT HOME 
One Hundred and Twenty Little Waifs Are Now in the State Orphans’ Home at 

Twin Bridges—Need of Contributions by the People of the State. 
Otto F. Schoenfeld, executive agent of the state bureau of child and animal protection, returned yesterday from 

the state orphans’ home, at Twin Bridges, where he left Marie Carret of Havre, a homeless child who was commit-
ted to that institution by Judge Tattan. 

“The orphans’ home at Twin Bridges,” said Mr. Schoenfeld, “is the best conducted institution in the sate, and 
great credit is due Supt. Wiley Mountjoy and wife and the attendants for the excellent conditions that exist. Every-
thing about the place is in first class condition; sanitary conditions are excellent, the health of the children is very 
good, the place is very clean, and the children are well fed, well clothed and treated with the utmost consideration 
and kindness. 

“There are now 120 children in the home, a majority of them being boys, and every county in the state is repre-
sented. The ages of the children range from 6 weeks to over 16 years. There has recently been a rapid increase in 
the number of children in the home, and this rapid increase will continue as the new state bureau investigates the 
condition of homeless or abused children. 

“All clothing for the children is made at the home. Shoemakers, tailors, dressmakers and others are kept there and 
are constantly busy. The material for all clothing is purchased and cut away from the home and made up at the in-
stitution, and all material and workmanship are of high grade. The children have clothing for ordinary wear through 
the week, other clothing for Sunday and uniforms for their school hours, and all clothing is neat and clean. Each 
child has a locker for his clothing. 

“Regular hours of each day are set apart for school work, and in the school rooms, under good teachers, the chil-
dren are taught everything that is taught in the public schools of the state. The boys and girls are also taught a num-
ber of trades and are not permitted to leave the school until able to support themselves or until offered a home be a 
good family who will better their condition. 

“ The discipline at the school is excellent, and the most severe punishment for ordinary offenses is putting a child 
to bed. Corporal punishment is very rare and is inflicted only in the most aggravated cases of disobedience. Truan-
cy is unknown, and I talked with many of the children and did not find one who is not well satisfied, happy and 
desirous of remaining at the home. 

“I visited the nursery at dinner time and there saw the little tots, including two babies nor over 6 weeks of age, 
with others of all ages from 6 weeks up to 5 years. The order was perfect, the children were happy and healthy, and 
the discipline, even of these little ones, is perfect. One thing that is lacking, however, is a sufficient supply of milk. 
The legislature has been very niggardly in its treatment of this institution. The school owns only 40 acres of land 
and consequently is not able to keep enough cows to supply the milk that the children should have. An appropria-
tion for purchase of more land should certainly be made by the legislature at its at its next session.  

“The land is good agricultural land, well watered, and the grounds are in splendid condition. The excellent brick 
buildings are upon a pleasant site, and they are surrounded by beautiful lawns and trees, but the farm is too small, 
and it would be economy for the state to purchase more land. 

“While everything about the place is neat and spotlessly clean, I was struck with the barrenness of the walls and 
rooms generally. There are no pictures upon the walls, and this defect gives a cheerless aspect to the school. The 
school has but few books, and there are no toys for the children. There should be many books there—books for 
children of all ages. There should be pictures upon the walls, and a few toys would make happy many of the chil-

I included this article even though it wasn’t about St. Thomas’s because I thought it gave a good insight to what 
was happening to orphan children during this period.—Cheryl 
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MANY POOR CHILDREN GIVEN EXCELLENT HOME 
(Continued) 

dren. Throughout this state are many families whose children have outgrown their books and toys, there are 
many persons who have pictures they do longer desire, and surely these people would be glad to go to a little 
trouble, if they knew that they could make life brighter for 120 little children who are without parents, without 
relatives, without friends. Anyone who wishes to send books, toys or pictures to the 120 children at the orphans’ 
home may send them to me at Helena and I will see that they are promptly forwarded. 

“This great, wealthy state does little for the waifs within its borders. Last Christmas, the  management of the 
school had only $35 with which to provide a Christmas tree and presents for the children, and the presents for the 
orphans were little more than a few nuts and some candy for each. I have guaranteed that the celebration at the 
home next Christmas shall be a rousing one. I have spoken to several well-to-do people concerning the matter, 
and while several have agreed to help, one prominent young man of Butte has assured me that he will personally 
will see to it that this year’s Christmas shall be the happiest that the children at the home have ever spent.  

“ Mr. Carnegie and other philanthropists may be accomplishing great good by building libraries over the land, 
but they are neglecting a grand opportunity to do good when they fail to do anything to brighten the lives of little 
children such as those in the state orphans’ home.  

“Rather than helping these unfortunate children, there are unscrupulous people throughout the state who prey 
upon them. These scoundrels apply to the home for permission to adopt children, and often their sole object in 
pretending thus to help a child is to secure control of that child and practically make a slave of him, forcing him 
to work to the limit of his endurance and capacity and not treating him so well as he has been treated at the or-
phans’ home. The management of the home endeavors to investigate the financial condition and character of 
every person who applies for a child, but has no funds for that purpose; the investigation must be entirely by 
correspondence, which is unsatisfactory, and the result is that deception is practiced and little children are made 
slaves of unscrupulous men and women. The state bureau of child and animal protection should be required and 
authorized to make a searching investigation of the character and condition of every person who may apply to 
the home for a child, and no child should be permitted to leave the home unless his condition is to be bettered.” 

Great Falls Tribune Thursday April 12, 1906 Page 8 

TO BUILD A HOME FOR ORPHANS IN THIS CITY 
Bishop Lenihan Announces Such Purpose and Soliciting of Contributions is 

Begun—Two Large Donations Made. 
While no official statement is made, it is believed that Bishop Lenihan intends to use the tract of 40 acres of 

land, lying just east of Boston Heights, recently purchased by him for $2,000, as a site for an orphans’ home for 
the diocese. Immediately after he had purchased the tract at $2,000 he was offered $2,500 for it, but declined the 
offer. 

Two Sisters of Charity of Providence are now traveling in the diocese, soliciting subscriptions toward an or-
phans’ home, and it is believed that, when sufficient funds shall have been secured, the buildings will be erected 
on the tract east of Boston Heights. Bishop Lenihan has sent to the clergy of the diocese the following letter: 

“Reverend and Dear Father I am convinced of the grave necessity of a Catholic orphanage for the diocese of 
Great Falls. The Sisters of Charity of Providence have consented to solicit donations for such a charitable institu-
tion, and to conduct the same when built. 

“I have started the good work with a subscription of two thousand ($2,000) dollars. My lamented brother, the 
late bishop of Cheyenne, left a bequest, also of $2,000 for the education of orphans, which amount I have added 
to the building fund of our orphans’ home that we propose erecting at Great Falls.  

“I know that, in every parish in the diocese, there are constant appeals to the generosity of the people for local 
church improvements; still there is in every community a number of charitably disposed persons, who are willing 
and anxious to help God’s poor—the unfortunate orphan.  

“All alms given for this purpose are especially blessed. Local church improvements will not suffer from such 
donations. On the contrary, those who help the orphans will receive the grace of generosity and will be more 
liberal in subscribing toward parochial work, at home, for charity grows by activity. 

“Hoping that you will encourage all persons—Protestants as well as Catholics—to subscribe liberally for an 
orphans’ home,. I remain, yours sincerely in Christ, 

“Mathias C. Lenihan 

“Bishop of Great Falls” 
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Great Falls Tribune Sunday December 16, 1906 Page 19 

ST. THOMAS ORPHANS’ HOME 
The Sisters of Charity of Providence, the same religious order that owns and conducts Columbus hospital, will 

have charge of the proposed St. Thomas orphans’ home. Mrs. Marcus Daly and Mr. John D. Ryan, who is the 
managing director of the Boston & Montana smelter, donated to the Sisters four blocks of desirable property for 
an orphans’ home. This valuable tract of land, comprising about 12 acres, is situated on the street car line, in the 
Boston Heights addition to the city of Great Falls. 

Bishop Lenihan headed the subscription for a building on this tract of land with a check for $2,000, the amount 
that he donated toward the building fund of the new cathedral. He received a similar amount from the estate of 
his late brother, Bishop Thomas M. Lenihan of Cheyenne, in whose memory the new institution will be named. 
Mother Mary and companion sister have collected $2,000 more from different parishes in the diocese of Great 
Falls, during the past summer. It is expected that active work will be commenced on this much needed home 
next year. It is meant for the care and education not only of Catholic orphans, but for all homeless children, re-
gardless of creed or nationality. 

 

Great Falls Tribune Tuesday March 24, 1908 Page 5 

MUST STOP SPEEDING IN THE CITY LIMITS 
Frequent Complaints Cause City Council to Investigate Matter—Police are  

Instructed to Arrest Offending Automobilists. 
(St. Thomas is discussed in the article which is edited to just that portion) 

The following communication was received from the Sisters of Charity at the Columbus hospital, in reference 
to the establishment of an orphans’ home in Great Falls: 

Gentlemen—The undersigned Sisters of Charity of Providence, conduct the Columbus hospital at Great Falls. 
In other cities their order has charge of charitable homes for widows and orphans, regardless of creed or nation-
ality, who are unable to support themselves on account of age or infirmity.  

We know the dire necessity of such an institution for this city, as we have been compelled, through charity, to 
shelter and support such unfortunates, from the very opening of our hospital, which was primarily built and ar-
ranged to care for the sick. Our mother general has kindly consented to furnish a sufficient number of sisters to 
conduct an orphans’ home at Great Falls, when the building is completed. 

Mrs. Marcus Daly and Mr. John D. Ryan of Butte donated four blocks of property, adjoining the original town-
site of Great Falls, for an orphans’ home to the Sisters of Charity of Providence. 

This valuable piece of property—two blocks square—lies on Third avenue south and east of Thirty-second 
street. 

The plans for a suitable building call for an expenditure of $50,000. Our sisters have collected from some be-
nevolent persons and from laborers engaged in grading the new railroads though the state about $5,500. When 
we have a fund of about $25,000 we hope to let the contracts for the said institution, provided, that certain in-
ducements from both city and county are favorable. 

We, therefore, respectfully appeal to your honorable body to favorable consider the following petitions in the 
name of the helpless orphans and widows, for the speedy construction of an orphans home at Great Falls. 

First—That all taxes on proposed institution and on the aforesaid property be remitted in the future and for the 
past year. 

Second—That the alleys and streets on said property be vacated. 

Third—That sufficient shade trees be donated, at different seasons, to ornament this property. 

Fourth—That sufficient water be donated for said grounds for the construction of buildings and also for use in 
the buildings, when constructed. 

Fifth—That the property owners in Boston Heights be requested and encouraged by liberal concessions from 
the city to construct a public sewer from the orphans’ home property to the Missouri river. 

SISTER MARY JULIAN, 
For the Sisters of Charity of Providence 

The matter of remitting taxes was referred to the ways and means committee; the suggested vacating of streets 
and alleys was referred to the public improvements committee; the matter of tree donations was referred to the 
park board, and the matter of providing water to the water committee. 



Treasure State Lines                                                                                                            Volume 46  Number 1 & 2 

4 

Great Falls Tribune Thursday September 17, 1908 Page 8 

PLANS ARE COMPLETED FOR ORPHAN’S HOME 
St. Thomas’ Orphan’s Home, Costing Eighty Thousand Dollars, Will Be Built 

on East Central Avenue. 
St. Thomas’s Orphans home, a building costing over $80,000, will be built in Great Falls next ear and ground 

may be broken this fall. The magnificent structure will be erected at the corner of Central avenue and Thirty-
second street, where the Catholic church has a large tract of land, consisting of four blocks. 

 The orphans’ home will be named after the late Bishop Thomas N. Lenihan of Cheyenne, Wyo., who left a 
bequest of $5,000 for the founding of an institution of this kind. Bishop M. C. Lenihan of Great Falls diocese has 
also given $5,000, and other amounts have been subscribed. The ground, consisting of 12 acres at the corner of 
Central avenue and Thirty-second street, was donated several years ago to the church by John D. Ryan and Mrs. 
Marcus Daly. 

The work of securing subscriptions for the proposed new hospital is in charge of the Sisters of Providence, who 
have charge of the Columbus hospital. Mother Julian, who is in charge of the hospital, has signified her willing-
ness to take charge of the proposed orphans’ home upon its completion. She remarked to Bishop Lenihan, upon 
seeing the site of the new orphanage, that she would like to finish her work in an orphans’ home on that spot. 

The plans for the new orphans’ home, calling for a brick structure with stone foundation and trimmings, have 
been completed by Architect W. R. Mowery of this city. Some changes may be made before the contract is let, 
but Bishop Lenihan was especially pleased with them. The plans embody many modern features and others 
which are entirely original with the sisters and architect. 

The building will be built on the corner, about 50 feet from the street, and the rest of the ground will be used as 
a play yard and for a large garden. It is planned to have a beautiful garden, which will be in charge of a caretake, 
but will be cultivated by the children. Trees will probably be set out this fall. 

The orphans’ home will be not only for children from Catholic families, but from Protestant as well. It will also 
be conducted by the sisters. Bishop Lenihan in speaking of the children that come from the orphan homes of the 
country said: “Some of the brightest and smartest men and women come from these orphanages. I know a man in 
Iowa,” said the bishop, “that is considered one of the wealthiest and brightest bankers in the state, and he was 
raised in an orphanage. I could also name others to you. Many of the Sisters of Charity are raised in these 
homes.” 

The building will be about as large as the Columbus hospital, but will be of a different style of architecture. 
The front will be ornamented with handsome large columns and a long flight of steps. The main building will be 
120x61 feet, with a boiler room and laundry in the rear 25x38 feet.  

The entrance to the building will be made through a revolving door and the visitor will step into the office at 
the left. A suite or rooms off the office is reserved for the mother superior. On this floor is a babies’ dormitory 
36x24 feet, a nursery 15x24 feet, a child’s bedroom, toilet and sisters’ dormitory. One of the features is a large 
solarium 18x11 feet for use of the children who are not strong. The room is on the corner and is enclosed with 
glass to let in the sunlight. 

The second floor is given over largely to school rooms, music rooms and a girl’s infirmary 17x25 feet. Two of 
the school rooms are arranged so that they can be thrown together, making one large assembly room, where the 
children can gather. 

The top and third floor is given over to the boys and the girl’s dormitory. The girls have the large dormitory 
40x56 feet, on the east side of the building, running the entire length and the boys have one of the same size on 
the west. The boys have one of the same size on the west. The two are separated by the wardrobes of each. 

The basement is given up largely to dining rooms for the children, sisters and help. Besides the several dining 
rooms, kitchens and pantries, there is a boy’s infirmary, boys’ play room and a kindergarten for the little tots. 

One of the model features of the building, is the fire escapes at the rear. They are so arranged that in pleasant 
weather, they can be used by the children as an outside stairway. They consist of short flights of iron stairs and 
can be entered from each floor. The building is also equipped with dumb waiters, clothes shoots and other mod-
ern features. 

The boiler room a story and a half high contains the heating apparatus and above this is a large laundry room 
23x36 feet, which will be equipped with all the necessary apparatus. 

Bishop Lenihan stated that the building was designed to accommodate 150 children but could accommodate 
more if necessary. Regarding the time the building will be completed, Bishop Lenihan stated that this would 
depend largely on conditions. It is hoped that they can have ample water connection before work starts. 
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Great Falls Tribune Tuesday March 9, 1909 Page 5 

THE RESIGNATION OF MAYOR EWING 
Presented to City Council and Accepted. 

Position Not Filled—Aldermen Have A Busy Session. 
(St. Thomas is discussed in the article which is edited to just that portion) 

The water committee, to which had been referred the petition of the Sisters of Providence, asking that water be 
furnished the proposed new orphans’ home free, recommended that water be furnished by meter at the same rate 
now charged public schools and hospitals, until such time that the city council should determine a different rate. 
Alderman Bottomley stated that he was strictly opposed to the report of the committee, and that he was backed 
in his views by the sentiment of organized labor. Alderman Bottomley then asked Bishop Lenihan to state his 
views on the question. Bishop Lenihan spoke as follows: 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the City Council: I am pleased to have the privilege of addressing your honora-
ble body, both in the name of the Sisters, as well as in my own name, in regard to certain petitions in favor of a 
proposed orphans’ home. 

Your are chosen from amongst our representative citizens to act for the welfare and progress of our city in 
which we all take a laudable pride. 

You are expected to protect the taxpayers against any injustice, and at the same time you are expected to incur 
expenses to promote the welfare of the city and its future citizens. It would be a narrow minded policy to expect 
immediate returns for all appropriations. 

I am a heavy taxpayer and naturally I have a deep interest in the progress of the city and in general civic af-
fairs. 

In many places, a bonus is offered to certain individuals and corporations in order to have them locate different 
industries in their midst. It is the duty of the city government to extend a welcome and, at times, a generous offer 
in order to secure and help infant industries. 

Now, I am vitally interested in a new and genuine “infant industry,” to be known as the orphans home, and 
without the encouragement of the city fathers it can never materialize. 

In the United States the Sisters conduct 300 institutions of this kind where 50,000 orphans are trained to be-
come useful citizens. The same Sisters conduct 1,100 other charitable institutions in the United States. 

As you are aware, John D. Ryan and Mrs. Marcus Daly have donated four blocks of property in this city for an 
orphans home. The same order of Sisters that conduct Columbus hospital has agreed to erect a suitable building 
on this property and to give a home to the orphans and the outcast—“God’s poor.” In order to locate the group of 
buildings to advantage, it is necessary that these four blocks be in one enclosure. For this reason the Sisters have 
petitioned your honorable body to vacate certain streets and alleys. The property is located on an isolated plane 
and for miles south of it there are very few ranch houses. It will be of no inconvenience to any one at present and 
it will be many years, if ever, before it will inconvenience any one. 

These same Sisters who have promised to take charge of this home, ask that you give them for this work of 
charity free water. 

Now, I would have you and the taxpayers understand that when you grant the petition of the sisters that you are 
not giving something for nothing. No, I would have all know that by educating these orphans, to say nothing 
about boarding and clothing them for nothing, the city is saved thousands of dollars annually. 

Today, the Sisters who conduct St. Mary’s institute in this city save the taxpayers thousands of dollars each 
year. 

In return for these valuable concessions, the Sisters ask you to be equally generous and grant their petitions. 

It is a rule of the Sisters of Providence to give a home to some indigent persons in all of their institutions with-
out any charge. They do not publish this rule of their institutions, but just at present it is a matter of business for 
the public to know that by these acts of charity, the taxpayers are saved many thousand dollars. The Sisters at 
Columbus hospital have cared for such charity patients ever since the building was erected. 

Now, in return for these valuable donations to the city, the Sisters ask the council to be generous and grant 
their petitions for the proposed orphans’ home. 

At the conclusion of the bishop’s remarks, Alderman Grills made a motion that the matter be laid on the table 
for a week for further investigation. The motion was carried. 

The matter of vacating the streets and alleys in the proposed site for the orphans’ home, at Central avenue and 
Thirty-second street, was taken up, and upon motion Alderman Grills the report of the public improvements 
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committee, which follows was adopted: 

The public improvements committee recommend that First avenue south between Thirty-second and Thirty-
fourth streets; Thirty-third street between Central avenue and Second avenue south, also alleys in blocks 3, 5, 
and 6 of the Central avenue addition, be vacated until such time as the city may require same. The city reserving 
the right to construct, maintain and operate water pipes on said streets and avenues, also to construct, maintain 
and operate a sewer in said street and avenue, also to construct, maintain and operate a sewer in said alley; pro-
vided further that no building of a permanent nature be constructed upon or over said avenue, street or alley. 
That alley in block 4, Central avenue addition be permanently vacated, provided that all lots in said block remain 
in one ownership at all time, the city reserving the right to construct, maintain and operate a sewer in and 
through said alley. 

Great Falls Tribune Thursday March 18, 1909 Page 5 

WATER RATE FOR ORPHANS’ HOME 
The members of the city council met at the council chambers last evening to discuss as a committee of the 

whole the question of establishing a water rate for the new orphans’ home which is to be erected in the near fu-
ture. 

This question was discussed at length at the last regular meeting of the council, but was deferred for further 
consideration. At that time it was suggested to establish a flat water rate which would be reasonable. The general 
sentiment of the council was in favor of encouraging the institution in every possible manner. 

The committee arrived at a satisfactory solution of the question last night, but declined to make known the re-
sult before the next regular meeting of the council. 

Great Falls Tribune Monday May 19, 1909 Page 10 

WORK TO BE STARTED 
Building of New St. Thomas Orphans’ Home Will Commence Very Shortly—

Will Be a Handsome Building. 
It is announced that active construction work on the new St. Thomas orphans’ home, which is to built near 

Boston Heights by the Sisters of Charity, who conduct the Columbus hospital, will begin very shortly, the con-
tract having been let to J. H. Donlan. The staking off of the ground for the location of the building was begun 
yesterday. 

The plans have been brought to completion by Architect W. R. Mowery, and these show that the orphans’ 
home will be a very handsome bu8ilding and a credit to Great Falls. The home, as has been stated before, will be 
a brick and stone building, costing between $70,000 and $80,000, and will be three stories in height with a base-
ment. Most of the basement will be above ground, so that it will have plenty of daylight. The main building will 
be 60x120 feet in size, and besides this there will be a large kitchen and a heating plant, as an annex to the main 
structure. 

The Sisters are busily engaged these days raising funds as rapidly as they can to insure a speedy completion of 
the work. It is planned to have the building ready for occupancy about one year from the present time. 

Great Falls Tribune Friday August 20, 1909 Page 7 

DONATE FUND TO THE ORPHANS’ HOME 
The Great Falls Electric Properties have announced their intention of donating the proceeds derived next Sun-

day from every car on their system to the building fund of the new St. Thomas Orphans’ home, which is being 
erected near Boston Heights. 

The laying of the corner stone of the new institution will take place Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock. 

 

 

THE RESIGNATION OF MAYOR EWING 
(Continued) 
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Great Falls Tribune Monday August 23, 1909 Page 10 

LAYING CORNER STONE OF THE ORPHANS’ HOME 
With Impressive Ceremonies St. Thomas Orphans’ Home Corner Stone is Laid 

by Bishop Lenihan 
The corner stone of the new St. Thomas Orphans’ home, which is being erected on Boston Heights, was laid yes-

terday, and the ceremonies in connection therewith were very solemn and impressive. Bishop John Carroll of Hele-
na and Bishop Lenihan of Great Falls conducted the services jointly, and were assisted by Rev. James Molyneaux 
and Rev. Joseph Media of St. Ann’s cathedral, Rev. Daniel Dineen of St. Peter’s Mission, Rev. Frances Dever of 
Belt and Rev. Father Hennessey of Fort Benton. 

A special choir composed of Mrs. J. W. Speer, Miss Madeline Skelly, T. H. Larkin, Jack Stewart and Joe 
McDonald rendered choice selections of sacred music, and were assisted by the sisters and nurses of Columbus 
hospital. The Nightingale band also took part in the program, and rendered several numbers specially selected for 
the occasion. 

Nearly 2,000 people had gathered on the grounds at 4 o’clock, when the ceremonies began. The corner stone, a 
large block of cream colored stone, the same as the rest of the foundation, which was donated by Grover & 
Leuchers, who furnished the stone for the building, was moved from the position it has been in for the past few 
days and placed in its position in the corner of the structure. 

On the face of the stone is a raised cross surrounded by the legend, “St. Thomas Orphans’ Home.” On the base is 
the date, “A.D. 1909.” On the west side of the stone is the following inscription: “Amen. I say to you, as long as 
you did it to one of these, My least brethren, you did it to Me.” (Matt. 25:40). 

After the corner stone had been placed in its proper position in the wall, it was blessed under most impressive 
ceremonies, the assemblage of bishops, priests and acolytes all taking part in the service. 

Mayor Charles F. Murphy, who had been selected chairman of the day and introduced the different speakers, in 
behalf of the city addressed the gathering as follows: 

“My Friends: From a material standpoint the building of an Orphans’ Home in this part of our beautiful city is 
evidence to my mind of the growth and development of this municipality. It is, therefore, with a high degree of 
pleasures and much pride that I take part in this program today, and cordially acknowledge the honor being asked 
to be present on this occasion an occasion, my friends, which should evoke a feeling of pride in every man, woman 
and child in our community. 

“Those of us who believe in predestination will admit that Great Falls is marked out by the hand of nature as a 
most beautiful place for a city. I ask you to turn and look down upon our many homes. Homes that in time to come 
will stand in the down-town portion of a great inland metropolis. And in these homes, my friends, our people will 
enjoy the benefits of a great moral and material growth. In my capacity as chief executive I find reason to rejoice at 
this wonderfully rapid growth, welfare and prosperity, as evidenced by the erection of our new churches and tem-
ples. On the 22nd day of July, 1906, the corner-stone was laid for our beautiful cathedral, and on the 15th day of 
December, 1907, we witnessed the dedication exercises. Another church is under construction on Eighth avenue 
and today, my friends, we are assembled here to lay the cornerstone of St. Thomas Orphans’ Home. This, indeed, 
is sufficient evidence of the progress made during the past two years, and Bishop Lenihan, these sisters, and all 
those who have so liberally contributed, are to be congratulated on the work that has been done. 

“The little orphans who will find shelter in this beautiful home will receive the best of care and education, and 
moral training, and their friends and relatives may well be proud of these accomplishments. 

“St. Thomas’ Orphans” Home will be among the buildings in which all citizens shall take a just pride. It will 
stand here for many years to come: A monument to our foresight.” 

Bishop John Carroll of Helena was introduced and in a very eloquent discourse commended the work being ac-
complished by the bishop, priests, sisters and laymen of Great Falls and the diocese in erecting a home for the fa-
therless and motherless child. He also spoke of the beauty and growth of Great Falls as a city and predicted for it a 
great future. 

Bishop Lenihan of Great Falls was introduced and in his characteristic manner rendered the following address: 

“We are assembled here today to bless and lay the corner stone of St. Thomas Orphans’ home, an institution that 
confers honor on humanity and a special blessing and benefit on this progressive municipality. 

“Great Falls is known as the ‘Electric City.’ It is also known as a city of homes. Here are to be found comfortable 
homes for the laboring man, the merchant, mechanic as well as for those in more affluent circumstances. It is only 
proper and in keeping with our reputation as a ‘Home City’ that we provide a shelter for the waifs of humanity, a 
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home for the homeless. 

“Thanks to the generosity of true philanthropists, we are now engaged in building such an institution, in this high-
est point of Great Falls. 

“I take this occasion to publicly thank all those who have aided in any way, this good work. 

“First of all, I wish to thank Mr. John D. Ryan and Mrs. Marcus Daly for donating the four blocks of valuable 
land for an Orphans’ home. When they gave a deed of this magnificent piece of property they knew, as well as we 
know today, that in a short time it would become a most desirable tract for residences. They were governed by al-
truistic motives in donating this site for an orphans’ home, as they refused to sell it for other purposes. 

“I thank the city council for vacating the streets and alleys in this property; for extending the water mains; and for 
giving the city water at a minimum rate. They could not donate this water, according to the state law, so they gave 
it at a nominal cost, in perpetuity. 

“By this liberal flat rate for city water, the buildings will be protected from fire, vegetables can be raised in abun-
dance for the little ones, and in a few years there will be a respectable size grove, from trees that are kindly prom-
ised by the park board. 

“Now, in making these liberal concessions, I do not think that the members of the city council as a municipal 
body, were actuated by any charitable motives, but from an economic basis. They were chosen by their constituents 
to enact such laws and grant such concessions that might promote the general welfare of the community. 

“They knew that there are two ways of making good citizens. One way is to arrest the wrongdoer, punish him for 
his crimes and give him reason to fear the law; another way is to rescue the strays of humanity not only from squal-
or and starvation but from a career of crime, to which the children of want and misery are exposed, and teach them 
the fear of the Lord, which is the beginning of wisdom. This latter way, statistics prove is much more economical, 
even from material, civic standpoint, omitting ethical view of such philanthropy. 

“I wish also, to thank all persons in this city and throughout the diocese of Great Falls for their donations toward 
the erection and maintenance of St. Thomas Orphans’ home. 

“The first donation for this charitable work came from the estate of my brother, the late Bishop Lenihan of Chey-
enne. He bequeathed $5,000 for the orphans’, not mentioning where they could be helped. I duplicated this dona-
tion and these amounts inaugurated the good work and enlisted the services of the Sisters of Providence to take 
charge of same. 

“This institution is called ‘St. Thomas Orphans’ Home’ in memory of my late brother and under the invocation of 
his patron saint—St. Thomas, the apostle, who like the Divine Master had a special love for the homeless little 
ones. ‘Whosoever shall receive one such child in My name, receiveth Me.’ And again, Christ said, ‘Suffer the little 
children to come unto Me and forbid them not for of such is the kingdom of God.’ The next large donations came 
from Mr. John d. Ryan and Mr. John G. Morony, each of whom gave his personal check for $1,000, at the same 
time promising to give ‘their mite’ every year. 

“Sister Euphemia and her sister companion, who have been soliciting donations for this home, throughout the 
diocese, report that they have met a friendly reception from all classes and creeds. The Catholic and non-Catholic 
and those who profess no religion, responded most generously to their appeals. 

“This is only just and reasonable as the home is meant not for the waifs of any particular creed, but for all poor, 
indigent children—for God’s poor. 

“No matter how much Catholic and non-Catholics and unbelievers may differ in regard to tenets of religion, or 
particular dogmas of faith, they all unite on this broad platform, of helping the indigent, of giving alms to the wid-
ow and the orphan. They know that charity is like her twin sister Mercy: 

“It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven 

 Upon the place beneath; it is twice blessed; 

 It blesses him that gives, and him that takes;  

 ‘Tis mightiest in the mightiest; it becomes 

 The throned monarch better than his crown.” 

“There is no class of persons, in any country, that are more generous and charitable than Americans of wealth. 

“Every year they give away fortunes aggregating millions of dollars, to found and support eleemosynary {means: 
relating to or dependent on charity; charitable– Cheryl} institutions. 



Treasure State Lines                                                                                                            Volume 46  Number 1 & 2 

9 

LAYING CORNER STONE OF THE ORPHANS’ HOME 
(Continued) 

“Indeed, without such liberal donations it would be impossible to keep up with works of charity. 

“A certain class of grumblers are continually harping against the rich and quoting a text that is not scriptural. 
They say that ‘Riches are the root of all evil;’ whereas St. Paul claims that ‘Covetousness is the root of all evil’ (I 
Tim. 6). 

“It is avarice, greed and an inordinate love of riches that are reprehensible. But wealth, justly acquired, is com-
mendable, and when rightly used, brings manifold blessings, both moral and material, on multitudes of deserving 
people. 

“God has promised to reward, those who aid the homeless and friendless. ‘He that giveth to the poor lendeth to 
the Lord, and He will repay him.’ ‘For alms,’ says Tobias, ‘delivereth from death: and the same it that which 
purgeth away sin, and maketh to find mercy and life ever lasting.’ 

“There is nothing so edifying, and no eulogy is so eloquent as to read among the bequests of the rich, as well as 
of those of moderate circumstances, that the orphans have been kindly remembered. No last will is complete with-
out such a clause—‘to help the orphans.’ 

“Recently, when the Sisters were collecting alms in a certain town for the benefit of the Orphans’ Home, one man 
indignantly refused to give anything, saying that ‘he did not believe in such institutions.’ the same week, this indig-
nant man’s wife became hopelessly insane and was sent to the insane asylum. In despair, and with tears, he pleaded 
with the Sisters that they would take his four helpless children to the Orphans’ Home. 

“Although not prepared to receive any more orphans in the temporary quarters at Columbus hospital, until the 
new building is finished, still they received them all. 

“But this is only an exceptional case. As a rule, the poor laboring classes are always willing to contribute their 
mite towards every work of charity and benevolence. 

“The working man knows from experience, what is meant by penury and therefore no one sympathizes more 
heartily, with those in distress than he. 

“Hence, when able, he cheerfully extends a helping hand to the needy. 

“God bless the noble working men 

 Who build the cities of the plain: 

   Who dig the mines and smelt the ores, 

 Who brings us brawn from foreign shores, 

   God bless them; for their swarthy hands 

 Have wrought the glory of our lands. 

“I know that I but feebly express the sentiments of all classes, rich and poor, regardless of creed, color or nation-
ality, when I say that we are most grateful to Mother Julian and the Sisters of Charity of Providence for undertak-
ing this stupendous work of erecting and afterwards taking charge of St. Thomas Orphans’ Home. 

“It may seem strange, but it is nevertheless a fact, that it is much easier to collect $80,000.00 to build this institu-
tion than it is to secure a Religious Order of sisters in the first place, to conduct it after it is built and furnished. 
Immediately after coming to Great Falls, five years ago, I engaged the same Order of Sisters who had charge of 
Columbus hospital, to take charge of a proposed Orphans’ home that I saw was so necessary for this new diocese. 

“May God bless and regard them for their generosity. This is the only reward they expect. They fully realize the 
meaning of the text on the corner stone that we have just laid, and this is the key note of all their actions: Amen I 
say to you. ‘As long as you did it to one of these, my least brethren, you did it to Me.’ (Matt. 25:40.) 

Who gives herself with her alms, feeds three, 

Herself, the hunger little ones, and me. 

“The duties of a Sister of Charity are: 

‘To kneel in worship, deep and pure. 

‘To clothe the orphan and feed the poor; 

‘To hover round the couch of woe; 

‘To teach, to labor, and to pray. 

‘To point to heaven and lead the way.’ 



Treasure State Lines                                                                                                            Volume 46  Number 1 & 2 

10 

LAYING CORNER STONE OF THE ORPHANS’ HOME 
(Continued) 

“All of which is simply speculative religion put in practice. ‘Religion, pure and undefiled, is to visit the widow 
and the orphan in their tribulation, and to keep oneself unspotted from this world.’ In performing her duties, ac-
cording to her holy rule, a religious follows both the precept and example of her spiritual model, her celestial ideal, 
her divine spouse, Jesus Christ. 

“Take up your cross daily,” says Christ, “and come, follow me.” 

“This is the will of God, your sanctification.” “Be ye perfect as your Heavenly Farther is perfect.” 

“Our Blessed Saviour was born in a wretched stable and from choice led a life of poverty. He gave health to the 
sick; fed the hungry; blessed the little children and comforted the widow and the orphan. In a word, ‘He went about 
doing good unto all.’ 

“Our Saviour is a very high model to imitate, and yet he commands all—both religious and lay persons—to fol-
low in his footsteps if they wish to be saved. 

“In the United States there are 60,000 nuns who have ‘left all things’ to follow the injunction of the divine mas-
ter. Only a portion of this grand army is engaged in conducting 300 homes which shelter 50,000 orphans. 

“There is a demand for double this number to teach our increasing number of parochial schools and conduct insti-
tutions of mercy and charity. 

“How different is this picture from that presented in Pagan times! The pagans had no heavenly ideal of true virtue 
to follow. Their ideals, such as Jupiter and Bacchus, Mars, Mercury and Venus were patrons of the lowest vices. 
They built temples to their false gods and goddesses, but they were the haunts of the lowest idolatry and licentious-
ness. 

“At the time of Emperor Augustus, pagan Rome counted half a million of paupers out of two millions of inhabit-
ants; and yet there was not a single orphans’ home or hospital for the sick. The same unhappy condition prevailed 
in Greece and all the other heathen nations. 

“According to the pagan codes of law, women had no rights that her liege lord husband was bound to respect. Her 
life was a record of abject misery, toil and moral degradation.  The poorest squaws in our reservations are queens 
compared with women in pagan times, who were mere chattels. 

“Parents had the power of selling or killing their children. The weak, deformed or sickly infants, like the aged and 
decrepit were doomed to death in the most inhuman manner. 

“How grateful, then, should we be in living under the Christian civilization and in following the gospel precept. 
‘Love one another,’ for the love of Him, our model, who suffered and died for all. 

“There is no class of persons who are so self-sacrificing and at the same time so happy as the members of a reli-
gious community. They live a simple life and they know that they are doing God’s will in following their vocation. 
While saving their own immortal souls, they are instrumental in saving the souls of others entrusted to their care, 
which is the chief purpose of creation. 

“Both by precept and example they mold the plastic character of children, and they teach them the principle 
enunciated by Washington, that ‘there is no morality without religion.’ All nations are governed more by ideals 
than by ideas. The morals of children are formed more by the example of their parents and teachers than by the 
laws of God or of man. 

“Although in the world, these devoted women are not of the world. They eschew all the fashions and foibles and 
false maxims of the world. As ideals they follow the lives of Christ, his blessed mother and the saints. 

“Blessed, therefore, thrice blessed is a city like our own, where there are religious communities to teach the chil-
dren, to nurse the sick and to care for the orphans. These noble women have consecrated their lives to God for the 
uplift of humanity. They are spiritual lighting rods that ward off God’s wrath from relapsing sinners. 

“With their wards they pray that God may show mercy and shower blessings on all persons, but especially on 
their benefactors, for whom they are bound to pray. May the blessing of Almighty God—the God of the orphans—
through the intercession of St. Thomas, the apostle, descend upon this home and upon the homes of all those who 
have aided in this noble work of charity.” 

After his address, Bishop Lenihan read the following official document that was placed in a sealed box in the 
corner stone: 

“To God Most Holy and Supreme, On the twenty-second day of August, feast of St. Joachim, father of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, in the year of our Lord, one thousand nine hundred and nine; in the pontificate of Pius P.P.X. 
by Divine Providence pope and governing the universal church. 
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“Most Rev. Alexander Christie, D.D. being archbishop and metropolitan of Oregon City. 

“Rt. Rev. Mathias C. Lenihan, D.D., bishop of Great Falls. 

“Very Rev. Mother Mary Antoinette, superior general of the Sisters of Charity of Providence. 

“Rev. Mother Mary Julian, provincial superior of this same religious order. 

“Mother Mary and Sister M. Euphemia, first solicitors for St. Thomas Orphans’ home. 

“William H. Taft, president of the United States of North America. 

“Edwin L. Norris, governor of the state of Montana. 

“Charles F. Murphy, mayor of the city of Great Falls. 

“This corner stone of Saint Thomas Orphans’ Home with solemn rites, according to the canons of the Holy Ro-
man Catholic church, was blessed and laid by Bishop Lenihan of Great Falls, Montana. 

“Mr. James H. Donlin is general contractor of the entire building. 

“Prayer: O. Saviour Jesus Christ, Who together with the Father and Holy Spirit, hast from the beginning created 
all things, be Thou we pray Thee, the beginning, progress and consummation of this work of charity Set the seal of 
salvation on this place, and suffer not the destroying angel to inter it. 

“Prayer: Grant O Lord, through the intercession of Thy blessed Apostle Thomas, under whose special patronage 
this home for orphans is dedicated, that all the inmates and benefactors of this institution may be blessed and con-
tinually helped, and also imitate his faith and example with due devotion: through the same Christ Our Lord, 
Amen.” 

Another document was placed in the same box containing all the names of those who subscribed toward the 
building fund of St. Thomas Orphans’ home, and the building fund of St. Ann’s cathedral, Great Falls; also the 
local newspapers and some Catholic journals, together with a number of blessed medals, relics, crucifix, and odd 
coins. Among the precious relics was a specimen of the Holy Sepulcher which was presented to Bishop Lenihan, 
when he made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem and the Holy Land some years ago. 

Great Falls Tribune Thursday January 20, 1910 Page 10 

PROGRESS MADE ON NEW ORPHANS’ HOME 
Walls of New Eighty-Five Thousand Dollar Building Have Been Built Up to 

Third Floor—To Be Finished by September 1. 
Construction work on the new St. Thomas Orphans’ home at Central avenue and 32nd street, has gone as far as 

the third floor, says Contractor James Donlin, and work will be resumed March 1, when weather conditions will 
permit. The new building for the homing of stray mites of humanity, is expected to be finished by September 1, and 
ready for occupancy. It will cost $85,000. 

Sister Euphemia, in charge of the building of the new home, has expressed herself freely on the generosity shown 
by Great Falls people in giving to the fund for a home for the orphans. And now the children whom the Columbus 
hospital people have been housing for several months will soon begin counting the days until they have a brand 
new and spacious building to live in. 

The St. Thomas orphanage is located about 100 feet back from the street, and it occupies a block of ground, alt-
hough there are four blocks that belong to the institution which will be used for gardening,, etc. 

The building will be entirely of brick. The first plans to have wood for the fourth floor about the dormitory were 
changed. Each floor will contain 40 windows, placed uniformly and almost all of the same size, with the exception 
of the patterned windows in the chapel, sanctuary, etc., on the first floor. The ordinary windows contain eight feet 
of glass and are square with the Gothic sashes. 

The road is to be of tar and gravel, and the cornice is to be of galvanized iron. The brick for the building is fur-
nished by Coombs & King. The walls are to be all metal lathed. The plumbing and heating of the building is to be 
done by James Boyd, who will begin operations as soon as the weather will permit. 

The architects for the building are W. H. Mowery, and the firm of Kent & Shanley.  

The St. Thomas home will have a beautiful entrance. A flight of 16 granite steps will lead to a landing where five 
more marble steps ascend to the oaken doors into the hall. On this landing will be a tiled floor, and the walls will be 
of enameled brick. At each side of the entrance will be large sandstone columns. The building, while not purposely 
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ornamental, except in its general architectural grace, will be thoroughly substantial, dignified and imposing in ap-
pearance. 

The heating will be done by a plant at the rear of the structure, called the boiler room, 30x40 feet in dimension, 
containing two boilers, a fireman’s room, and coal bin. The overhead system of radiation is to be installed, starting 
with the pipes in the fourth floor which branch out in a system of radiators to the lower stories. The only concealed 
pipes will be in the walls of the chapel. 

Gas will be used for cooking purposes, only. The kitchen department is to be an interesting feature of the home. 
All about 25x25 feet is to be a gallery, where the little girls of the domestic and scientific cooking classes will learn 
their lessons, from the practical demonstrations below. Off the kitchen is the cold-storage vegetable room, the re-
frigerator room and the coal room. The kitchen is built in the east wing of the building, the second story of which 
will be used as a bathroom. When children are taken to the orphanage, they will be led at once through an outdoor 
stairway to this bath for purposes of immediate cleansing, changing of clothing, etc., in order that the proper pre-
caution will be taken to prevent the introducing of any possible contagion from outside. 

In the main building, ground floor section, which is 120 feet long, there is the refectory, or dining room, for the 
children, and this room is 53x22 feet in size. The kindergarten room, on this floor also, is 33.6x22 feet in dimen-
sion, and the boys’ play room covers 45:24 feet of floor area. 

The first floor proper, the halls of which are entered by the pretty tiled and marbled stairways, has the office lo-
cated to the left of the entrance. It opens into a parlor to the east. Beyond this is the chaplain’s suite, including din-
ing room, office, bedroom, and bath. 

The chapel runs east and west lengthwise at the right of the entrance and the sanctuary, a small room for the altar, 
is in the northwest corner. The babies’ dormitory, the nursery, and the solarium, an enclosed porch on the southeast 
side, where sickly children gather strength from the rays of the sun, the sisters’ dormitory, the retiring room and the 
community complete the list of larger rooms on this floor. The second story of the boiler room and the same level 
floor, is occupied by the laundry. 

The girls’ play room for the second floor will be a large airy place, 52x25 feet in size, for the little ones to tend 
their dolls and run at large. An infirmary or sick room for the girls, 17x25 feet, and two school rooms, opening with 
a rolling partition to make one large assembly room, finish the rear half of this floor. To the front and north side of 
the building there are two guest chambers, the study, the music room, the sewing room, and another school room. 
Besides these there is a system of lavatories. 

On the third floor will be found the children’s dormitories, the girls’ to the east and the boys’ dormitory on the 
west end. Between the large rooms are the baths, containing six tubs, lockers, toilets, etc. 

The floors for the St. Thomas Orphans’ Asylum are to all of maple and there will be about 7,500 feet of floor 
space. The wall thickness is as follows: Basement, 24 inches; first story, 21 inches; second story, 21 inches; third 
story, 13 inches. 

The building will be one of the most complete and modern of its kind in the west. 

Great Falls Tribune Friday February 4, 1910 Page 8 

SPRAY OF THE FALLS 
(St. Thomas is discussed in the article which is edited to just that portion) 

Sister Angela left Columbus hospital last evening for Fort Benton, taking with her six children who have been 
cared for there by the Sisters. The little ones will live in the Fort Benton hospital until the new St. Thomas orphan-
age is done. 

Great Falls Tribune Tuesday March 15, 1910 Page 10 

25 WORKMEN ON ORPHANAGE STRIKE 
Discharge of Laborer Who Wouldn’t Join Industrial Union Cause of Trouble 

A labor dispute that contains in it the same elements that constituted the trouble between the engineers’ unions of 
Butte came to a head yesterday, when about 25 workmen belonging to the crafts unions quit work on the St. Thom-
as’ orphan’s home because a contractor discharged a laboring man who refused to join the Industrial Labor union 
of this city which the contractors have recognized, and who had joined the new labor union organized recently un-
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der the A. F. of L. charter. 

The question at issue is one of jurisdiction and the right of a dual union to invade the field occupied by the older 
organization. It is thought that the matter will be amicable adjusted before long in some way, but it is recognized 
that the elements of a long drawn out and bitter controversy between labor unions over the question of jurisdiction 
is present. 

The Mill and Smeltermen’s union and the Western Federation of Miners are back of the jurisdiction of Miners are 
back of the jurisdiction claimed by the Industrial Labor union and the larger portion of the smaller crafts unions are 
supporting the jurisdictional claims of the Federal Labor union. 

Great Falls Tribune Thursday March 17, 1910 Page 7 

CONFER WITH CARPENTERS 
Builders’ Exchange Committee Discusses Present Labor Trouble With Union 

The strike on Monday, involving a walkout of 25 workmen employed on the St. Thomas orphanage, was taken up 
last night at a meeting of the Carpenter’s union, which was attended by a committee of five from the Builders’ Ex-
change. The situation was discussed in it different phases, and the contractors’ committee claimed, at the close of 
the conference, that the carpenter are satisfied with the wages and hours, the only disagreement being over the ac-
tion of the foreman on the St. Thomas job who discharged a laborer because he would not join the Industrial union, 
whose jurisdiction the contractors have heretofore recognized. 

Following the conference with the builders’ committee, the carpenters decided to notify the Builders’ Exchange 
that if they wished to further confer regarding the matter a committee could meet with the executive committee of 
the council today and discuss a possible way of remedying the present trouble. 

As the builders’ committee will not be notified of this proposal until this morning, it is not known what their an-
swer will be. 

Great Falls Tribune Monday March 28, 1910 Page 10 

CARPENTERS TO GO BACK TO WORK 
Action of Central Labor Council, in Placing Orphans’ Home Building on Unfair 

List, is Rescinded Pending New Negotiations. 
Last night a committee of the Central Labor council, which declared the orphans’ home building unfair on ac-

count of the discharge of a laborer affiliated with their body, called at The Tribune office and stated that this action 
had been rescinded, and that the workmen would all go to work this morning on the building pending new negotia-
tions with the Builders’ exchange which it was hoped might settle all difficulties. This action followed a lengthy 
conference last night between the contractors and a committee of the trades’ council, but no particulars were given 
out. 

Great Falls Tribune Sunday April 17, 1910 Page 7 

THE ORPHANS’ HOME NEARS COMPLETION 
Brick Work Completed and the Rood of the Building Is on—Public Invited to 

Inspect It. 
The Orphans’ Home, which has been under construction in the eastern part of the city for some time past, is as-

suming shape and proportions. The brick work has been completed and the roof of the building is on, and the gen-
eral public is invited to visit the building in order that they may appreciate what an important institution is being 
added to the city. Trees are now being planted around the building and when all of the improvements are completed 
the building will be one of the finest of the kind in the northern part of the state. 

Sister Euphemia, who has been devoting a great deal of her time to the raising of funds for the institution, has 
returned from a trip outside of Great Falls and is now engaged in making a canvass of the city, for the securing of 
such donations as were given through the business houses. 

The building will be completed this summer. 
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MANY CARPENTERS WILL GO ON 
STRIKE THIS MORNING 

All Jobs on Which Industrial Union Men Have Been Employed Since April 10, 
Have Been Declared Unfair by Central Labor Council—Question  

Merely of Jurisdiction. 
Once more Great Falls seems to be threatened with industrial war. As has been the case in most of the recent la-

bor troubles in this state, it finds its origin, not in any dispute between employer and Employee, over fair wages or 
working conditions, but in a contest between dual unions for jurisdiction. In most ways the present difficulties be-
tween the Builders’ Exchange and the Carpenters’ union, and other crafts unions represented in the cascade Central 
Trades council is an exact duplicate of the trouble that came to a head some weeks ago in the engineers’ strike in 
Butte. In that case the copper company which employed the engineers had a contract with the Miners’ union to 
employ only engineers who were members of the Engineers’ union affiliated with their union. At the time this con-
tract was made all the engineers working in the mines belonged to this union. Subsequently many of them became 
dissatisfied with their union organization and formed another under the jurisdiction of the A.F. of L.. They de-
manded that the company violate agreement with the Miners’ union by giving them equal recognition and jurisdic-
tion. The company took the only course open to them in honor and elected to stand by their contract with the min-
ers. Thereupon the new engineers’ union called a strike. The miners stood by the employers who stood by them, 
and filled the places of the striking engineers and the strike was lost. 

In the present case the Builders exchange have an agreement with the Industrial Labor union to employ only 
members of that union on all common labor on their contracts. There was no other common labor union except the 
Industrial union in existence in Great Falls at that time. Since then a new labor union called the Federal union has 
been formed under a charter from the A.F. of L., and affiliated with the same trades’ council to which the carpen-
ters and most of the crafts belong. The Industrial Labor union does not affiliate with that central labor body, but 
with the Cascade County Trades and labor assembly, which comprises the Mill and Smeltermen’s union, the Indus-
trial union, the Cooks’ and Waiters’ union, the Railroad Car Men’s union, the Great Falls Brewer Workers and the 
Team Owners’ union. The carpenters and some of the other crafts have insisted that employers recognize the new 
federal labor union organized by them employing some of their members, notwithstanding any agreements to the 
contrary they may have with the older labor union with which they have heretofore dealt. 

This is the point at issue in the trouble at the Orphans’ home building, and the other buildings were Federal union 
laborers have been discharged by contractors, which has culminated in the calling of the carpenters’ strike today. 
At the Orphans’ home, a member of the Federal union was employed on the contract there. The Industrial union 
called the attention of the contractor to the fact that his agreement with them called for the sole employment of 
their members. The Federal union man was discharged, and the carpenters, plumbers and electricians struck and 
refused to do any more work on the job until the Federal union man was reinstated. Following a strike of a couple 
of weeks on this building, the Cascade Central Trades council placed the Orphans’ home on the fair list once more, 
pending negotiations with the Builders’ exchange. These negotiations evidently have been futile, judging by the 
action taken by the Cascade Central Trades council in calling a strike of the carpenters today. 

At a meeting of the Builders’ exchange, held a few weeks ago, it was determined to meet the issue thrust upon 
them. They declined positively to break their agreement with the Industrial union by recognizing the new union 
claiming the same jurisdiction over common labor, and declared that if the other skilled workmen in the crafts re-
fused to work with members of the Industrial union they would do the best they could to complete their jobs with 
any craftsmen they could get. The Builders’ exchange are a unit in their determination not to violate their agree-
ment with the Industrial union, as they both understand it, at the dictation of any other body of union men, and on 
this issue they are prepared to fight out the question to the end. 

Contrary to the rumor circulated yesterday, to the effect that a new strike had been inaugurated at the Orphans’ 
home building, Contractor Donlin last night stated there had been no strike on the job yesterday. He did no know, 
however, whether or not a strike would be inaugurated this morning. 

Great Falls Tribune Sunday June 12, 1910 Page 16 

WITHOUT AUTHORITY 
The Columbus hospital wishes to state that the person canvassing for stationery and claiming that the same is in 

the interest of the Orphans’ home is doing so without authority. 

The above notice does not refer to Deaconess hospital advertising. 
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Great Falls Tribune Wednesday April 20, 1910 Page 5 

NO NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN CARPENTERS’ STRIKE 
Seventeen Carpenters Quit Yesterday on Rainbow Hotel and None on Orphans’ 

Home—Builders’ Exchange Holds Session, but Decide on No Action. 
A meeting of the Builders’ exchange was held last evening for the purpose of taking some action in the threat-

ened industrial war, but after the matter had been discussed for some time no official action was arrived at, alt-
hough it was understood that the matter would be taken up in a day or two at which time a plan would be suggested 
looking for a settlement of the trouble that has been brewing for some time past. 

It was learned last evening that nine carpenters employed at the Orphans’ home, 17 at the new Rainbow hotel and 
five electricians, also employed at the Rainbow hotel, had refused to go to work yesterday morning and are now 
out. 

In the case of the electricians at the new Rainbow, they were practically through with all of their work up to the 
third story and it was stated last evening that they would have been laid off within a day or so until another story of 
the concrete work could be added. 

Outside of the men mentioned above add the balance of the carpenters and electricians throughout the city are 
steadily employed. 

{As is usually the case the settlement of this strike does not make big headlines but is mentioned in the Great 
Falls Tribune Friday April 22, 1910 Page 8 with the Industrial union given jurisdiction.—Cheryl} 

Great Falls Tribune Saturday August 20, 1910 Page 10 

 JOHN MARONY HELPS SISTERS 
Entire Block at Boston Heights Donated for Boarding School for Young Ladies. 

John G. Morony has again opened his purse with a liberal hand, having just donated an entire block in Boston 
Heights to the Ursuline Sisters, for a boarding school for young ladies. It is expected the foundation for the struc-
ture will be laid this fall some time. In the meantime the Sisters will continue their boarding school at St. Peter’s 
Mission. 

The property donated by Mr. Morony adjoins that donated to the Sisters of Providence, by John D. Ryan and 
Marcus Daly, on which St. Thomas’ Orphans’ Home was built. 

Great Falls Tribune Monday October 17, 1910 Page 5 

READY FOR ORPHANAGE 
Thirty-Three Children, Now at Fort Benton, Coming to New Institution in Great 

Falls. 
Special Correspondence. 

Fort Benton, Oct. 15.—The sisters in charge of St. Clare hospital in this city expect soon to send the 33 children 
now temporarily in their charge to St. Thomas’ orphanage, Great Falls, as that institution will soon be ready for the 
reception of such charges. This change will give St. Clare’s more room for the care of patients requiring surgical 
and medical treatment. Fifteen patients were received and cared for at this hospital during September. Miss Ward, 
of Savoy, who has been under the treatment of Dr. Cottem for some weeks, has so far recovered that she will be 
able to leave soon. Phil Buckley, republican nominee for assessor, has been a patient at St. Clare, but has been dis-
charged and sent out to his campaign. Frank Colgate, of the Chouteau house, is confined to the hospital, suffering 
from ptomaine poisoning. 

Great Falls Tribune Monday September 19, 1910 Page 7 

PETITION FOR SEWERS 
A petition will be presented to the city council tonight asking that the city sewer be extended to the Orphans’ 

Home at Boston Heights, and it is expected that it will be acted upon favorably. The sewer will also be extended to 
connect the Ursuline convent, which will be erected in the same neighborhood. 
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Great Falls Tribune Tuesday September 20, 1910 Page 2 

REGISTER KICK WITH COUNCIL 
Many Property Owners Object to the Maintenance Tax on Fourth Avenue North 

Lots. 

(St. Thomas is discussed in the article which is edited to just that portion) 
The matter of extending the city sewers to the Orphans’ home and also to Boston Heights was brought up by Dr. 

Irwin and the matter was discussed at some length by the council. The matter was referred to the public improve-
ment committee by Mayor Murphy and the committee will make an investigation during the coming week. 

Great Falls Tribune Saturday November 5, 1910 Page 9 

ORPHANS’ HOME ALMOST FINISHED 
Donations of Cash, Linen or Furniture Would Be Appreciated by the Sisters. 

The St. Thomas Orphans’ home, which is being erected for the care and education of homeless children, of all 
denominations and nationalities, is nearing completion and the sisters are soliciting aid for the furnishing of it. 

Any donation in the line of cash or furniture would be appreciated. 
The price of a bed, $15 for bedstead and mattress, or $20 for bed all furnished, would contribute daily to the com-

fort of some dear little one. 
Here is a list of the linens most needed: Sheets, 2½ yards by 1¾ or sheeting; pillow cases, 32 inches by 22 inches; 

towels, napkins, spreads, table cloths, 3½ yards. Any unmade goods for clothing of children. 

 Great Falls Tribune Wednesday November 23, 1910 Page 10 

NO PROTESTS ARE RECEIVED 
Petition of Townsite Company to Have Streets Vacated is Granted. 

(St. Thomas is discussed in the article which is edited to just that portion) 
Mayor Murphy asked the aldermen to be prepared to take action at the next regular meeting on the proposition of 

providing the orphans’ home with sewer connections. He said that it would be well if some scheme could be de-
vised to extend the sewer to Boston Heights at the same time, and it is believed a solution of this problem will be 
found after the different plans have been threshed out next Monday evening. 

Two or three different routes have been proposed for the sewer, which is to run from the Boston Heights district 
to the river. 

Great Falls Tribune Sunday December 18, 1910 

ST. THOMAS ORPHANS HOME 
St. Thomas’ Orphans’ Home, at the corner of Central avenue and Thirty-second street, will be formally opened 

about Christmas. It was intended to open the institution December 21, but it is not believed that sewerage connec-
tions can be made by that time. Otherwise nothing remains to be done but a few finishing touches and the furnish-
ing. 

Sister Euphemia, who has had charge of the home since the subscription fund was started, returned at the begin-
ning of the month from Montreal, headquarters of the Sisters of Providence, who built the home, bringing back 
three sisters to be employed in the home. Three other sisters, who are to be stationed at the orphanage had arrived 
previously. 

Forty five children, 10 of them at Columbus hospital and the remainder at Fort Benton, will be moved into the 
new home as soon as it is ready. In addition to these children, the sisters have on hand applications to admit about 
25 others who could not be accommodated until the new building is ready. 

The building, erected at a cost of $90,000, will comfortably accommodate 125 children, having been designed to 
meet the requirements of the whole northeastern part of Montana. The site comprises four blocks lying between 
Central and Second avenues and Thirty-second and Thirty-fourth streets, donated by J. D. Ryan and Mrs. Marcus 
Daly. The city has vacated the streets that formerly ran through the property and has also donated 275 elm, ash and 
poplar trees, which have been planted around the building and into a grove, for a playground in summer. 

Nothing Overlooked. 
The building is the finest of its kind in the state. In its design not the slightest detail that would add to the proper 

development or happiness of parentless children has been overlooked. The sisters, with their long experience in 
such matters, have seen carefully to that. Though built throughout with due regard to economy, the building is sub-
stantial, neat and pleasing in appearance, very convenient and strictly up to date. 

To make the building as safe as possible the boiler room, laundry and kitchen have been placed in annexes 
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25 WORKMEN ON ORPHANAGE STRIKE 
(Continued) 

reached from the main building by passageways. Thus there will be no fire in the main building whatever. The iso-
lation of the kitchen makes it more sanitary also. All the floors are of maple except in the bath rooms, where tile is 
used. An abundance of fine baths and washing conveniences and daylight lighting throughout the building are two 
of the striking features. There is an interior telephone system. The building is steam heated. Fire escapes lead from 
the dormitories and class rooms to the ground. 

The exterior is brick with stone trimmings, the entrance being from Central avenue. The exterior of the basement 
is all stone and the basement is so high above ground that it really constitutes the first floor of the building. The 
kitchen, boiler room and laundry are on the same floor, but in separate buildings. The laundry is 40 feet square with 
cement floor and enameled walls. It will be converted into a steam laundry later on. There is also a large steel vault 
encased in a brick wall in which the records of the institution, which are considered very important, will be kept. 

Luxuries for Babies. 
On this floor is the main dining room, 30x60 feet in size, besides a separate dining room for the nurses. Illustrat-

ing the care with which the building has been planned, there has been provided on this floor a detention room in 
which children having or suspected of having contagious diseases may be placed. There is also a boys’ infirmary, 
with bath, kindergarten, class room and boys’ recreation room, with lockers and bath. 

On the second floor is a nursery for children under five years, that is certainly a fine thing for the toddlers. It is 
equipped with baby-size wash basins and bath tubs. There is also a dormitory and recreation room, not to speak of 
a luxurious sun parlor. There are also the living rooms for the chaplain, a private dining room provided with a 
dumb waiter, a parlor, office and chapel 56 feet long. At the end of the hall is the sisters’ living room, with retiring 
room off it and also a sleeping room with baths for the sisters. 

On the third floor is the girls’ recreation room, 60x30 feet, provided with a piano and tables. The room is wain-
scoted with burlap and has baths in connection. There is also another class room on the third floor, library , guest 
room, children’s sewing room, music room and girls’ infirmary. At the west end are two class rooms connected 
with folding doors that may be thrown open on that the two rooms may be used for large meetings. All rooms in 
the building are equipped with wardrobes. 

On one end of the fourth floor is a dormitory for girls; at the other end, on of the same kind for boys. The dormi-
tories are equipped with lockers for each child so that he learn how to take care of his clothes. Dumb waiters run 
from the basement to each dormitory. 

Chicken House of Brick 
Out on the grounds are a barn large enough for five or six cows and their feed; woodshed and ice house; stone 

root house and a spacious brick and cement chicken house that would be the envy of any chicken fancier. Accord-
ing to Sister Euphemia, chickens in such an institution are a source of economy, and eggs are a better food for chil-
dren than meat. A patch of alfalfa has already been planted for the cows, and space has been left for a garden, 
grove and baseball grounds for the boys. 

People, not only in Great Falls but over northeastern Montana, have contributed money and other things toward 
the home, $30,000 having been raised since the subscription was started in May, 1908. Architect W. R. Mowery 
drew the plans for the building and James Donlin has been superintendent of construction. 

“We feel very grateful to the people of Great Falls and the people surrounding for the manner in which they re-
sponded to our appeals,” said Sister Euphemia yesterday. “We wish to have it thoroughly understood that the home 
is for all religious denominations and nationalities. We expect to start a school for the children within a few 
months, and by the end of the year 10 or 15 sisters will be needed to handle the work. 

“It is our intention to take care of the girls until they can provide for themselves, teaching them cooking, sewing 
and similar occupations to make them self-supporting. As we do not keep boys now after they are 13 or 14 years 
old, it is our ambition, as soon as the debt becomes sufficiently diminished, to start some sort of an industrial 
school for them in a separate building, so that they may leave our care self-supporting, also. The plan meets the 
hearty approval of Mother Julian, the head of the order. 

“The ladies of great Falls and surrounding country are now arranging a number of linen showers as a means of 
furnishing the building. The furniture for the chapel has been partly donated already, and several of the rooms have 
been furnished by individuals.” 
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Great Falls Tribune Friday December 23, 1910 Page 7 

ORPHANS TO HAVE MERRY CHRISTMAS 
Decorated Tree With Suitable Exercises to Be Held at St. Thomas Orphan’s 

Home 
A large Christmas tree, together with appropriate exercises, will be held at St. Thomas’ orphanage, this city, Sat-

urday evening, beginning at 8 o’clock sharp, for the benefit of the orphan boys and girls, who are being taken care 
of at that institution. 

All those who desire to make presents for the motherless and fatherless at that time are requested to send their 
donations to St. Thomas’ orphanage not later than Saturday morning at 11 o’clock.  

Midnight mass will be celebrated at the orphanage Saturday night. 

Great Falls Tribune Tuesday February 21, 1911 Page 10 

HANDSOME NEW ORPHANS’ HOME OPENS 
TOMORROW 

The Sisters of Charity of Providence have issued invitations to the people of Great Falls to come to St. Thomas’ 
splendid new Orphans’ Home and be shown through on a tour of inspection tomorrow. The hours for visitors will 
be from 2 till 5 in the afternoon and from 8 till 10 in the evening. This is the formal opening of this substantial 
building to the great work of charity it undertakes to do, and the management hopes that the citizens will come to 
see how great a building they really have. 

Great Falls Tribune Sunday February 26, 1911 Page 7 

BISHOP’S ADDRESS PREPARED FOR OPENING OF THE 
ORPHAN’S HOME 

One of the important features for the formal opening of the St. Thomas Orphans’ home on Washington’s birthday 
was to have been an address by Bishop Mathias C. Lenihan. Bishop Lenihan, however, was called to Leavenworth, 
Kan., to attend the consecration of a new bishop and could not deliver the address. Bishop Lenihan, in view of this 
disappointment to himself and the people in charge of the program, prepared an address and provided the press 
with copies of it. His address follows: 

“We are very much pleased to see all persons, regardless of creed, take such a deep interest in the welfare of St. 
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BISHOP’S ADDRESS PREPARED FOR OPENING OF THE 
ORPHAN’S HOME 

(Continued) 
Thomas Orphans’ Home. We take this occasion to tank all the benefactors who have helped us to realize our fond 
hope of completing such a magnificent institution for God’s poor. We wish to thank in an especial manner, the 
speakers of the evening and all those who have taken part in the musical part of the program. 

“We have the assurance that the orphans will, for all time, remember to pray for their friends and benefactors and 
we know that God always grants the humble pleadings of the orphans. 

“In each recurring year, two anniversaries will be celebrated by the inmates of this institution; namely the feast of 
St. Thomas, the apostle, December 21, who is the chosen patron of the home, on which day the home was blessed; 
and Washington’s birthday, Feb. 22, when the home was opened, in a formal way, to the public. Here we have the 
double object of the home, to teach the orphans to live for God and for humanity. 

Primary Object of Home 
“The primary object of this institution is to train the children to remember their Creator in the days of their youth; 

to know, and love and serve God and save their immortal souls. The second object is contained in the first; namely 
they are taught to love their neighbor as themselves. They are trained to imitate Washington—the ideal citizen, and 
to be like him, truthful, honest, just and patriotic. 

“There are a few children in the home, whose parents pay for them, as they would in a regular boarding school. 
Then there are a few half orphans, whose parent pays for them, but the majority of the seventy orphans are de-
prived of both parents and as the institution received no aid from county or state, these homeless waifs depend on 
the public charity to care for and educate them. 

“No city, as large as Great Falls, deserves the name “Christian,” nor should it be ranked among the municipali-
ties, without having an institution, the same as St. Thomas Orphans’ Home. 

Institution Cost $100,000 
“When Reverend Mother Julian, the mother general of the Sisters of Providence, and myself contemplated build-

ing an orphans’ home at Great Falls, we considered that $75,000, or at most $80,000, would be sufficient to finish 
it. However when the present building was under construction, in order to gain more room, we changed the top 
story from a mansard roof to a flat roof and we installed many modern improvements, which improved the original 
plans and as a consequence, the building cost $100,000. 

“All who have visited the building have noticed the first class finish in every detail, and they have concluded that 
with all of the modern improvements in regard to light, heat, ventilation, etc., it is well worth the large amount ex-
pended in its construction. 

“Some visitors may think that cheaper material could be substituted for marble and tiling, and cheaper furnish-
ings could be used in the chapel and in some of the rooms, than oak, mahogany and brass, but when we consider 
that all, or nearly all of these are donations from good friends of the institution, they will cheerfully excuse such 
apparent extravagance. 

Women Are Best Helpers 
“The charitable work of helping the orphans appeals to all persons but especially to the weaker sex, who realize 

the necessity of training the children properly, if we expect them to be good, useful and loyal citizens of the repub-
lic. 

“The second public monument, erected in the United States, to a woman is the famous monument, unveiled in the 
year 1884, at New Orleans to the memory of a noble Irish widow, Margaret Haughery, who was familiarly called, 
‘the mother of the orphans.’ 

“Se was employed at the orphans’ home and when the waifs were without food, at different times, she procured it 
from her earnings. 

“During the yellow fever epidemic at New Orleans, she accompanied Sister Francis Regis, from house to house, 
and with the good nun, consoled the dying parents by telling them that they would look after their little ones, if 
God should spare them. She drove a milk cart and peddled bread, and afterwards opened a bakery which grew to 
large proportions, and was the first steam bakery in the south. 

Women’s Share in Work. 
“From the proceeds of these enterprises she provided for many orphans and helped to build different charitable 

institutions. Her death was considered a public calamity. A magnificent monument was soon erected by the citizens 
in a park, in the heart of the city, named in her honor, ‘Margaret Park.’ 

“We can find good women both married and unmarried, in nearly every community, who are quietly engaged in 
the same good work of charity and benevolence that made the name of Margaret Haughery famous in the south. 
Although their names and good works are not perpetuated in marble or bronze, still the recording angel keeps an 
account of all of their good deeds, and our Lord, who promised to reward the giving of a cup of cold water in His 
name, will not fail to reward, both in time and in eternity, very good deed and true friend of the orphans.” 
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GREAT FALLS PUBLIC SCHOOLS CENSUS REPORT, 
DISTRICT 1, 1911 ORPHANS 

Compiled by Dr. Janet D. Thomson, Ed.D. 
Surname First, Initial Age Month/Day/Year Sex Father Mother 
Andrews James 5 00/00/1906 M Andrews M. Superior 
Ashbaugh Harry 9 09/20/1902 M Ashbaugh, Chas. Flora 
Barney Robert 1 04/09/1910 M Barney, J. H. Anna 
Burrell Bert 3 11/23/1907 M Burrell, Henry Anna 
Burrell Gladys 7 11/19/1903 F Burrell, Henry Anna 
Burrell Harold 9 10/21/1902 M Burrell, Henry Anna 
Davies Brown 6 3/30/1905 M Davies, William Emma 
Davies Wilma 4 1/13/1907 F Davies, William Emma 
Ellis Ellen 6 08/05/1905 F Ellis, John Mary 
Ellis Mildred 12 12/7/1899 F Ellis, John Mary 
Ferinze Alexander 3 2/1/1908 M Ferinze M. Superior 
Ferinze Joseph 1 4/2/1910 M Ferinze M. Superior 
Ferinze Julius 2 3/9/1909 M Ferinze M. Superior 
Garvis Andrew 6 0/0/1905 M Garvis, Alexander  
Garvis George 9 0/0/1902 M Garvis, Alexander  
Garvis Harry 8 0/0/1903 M Garvis, Alexander  
Garvis Joseph 4 0/0/1907 M Garvis, Fred  
Garvis Lena 7 0/0/1904 F Garvis, Alexander  
Grubler Ethel 3 3/28/1908 F Grubler, Ralph Florence 
Grubler Ralph 5 3/5/1906 M Grubler, Ralph Florence 
Harberson Edna 10 2/6/1901 F Harberson Emma 
Harberson Edward 10 2/6/1901 M Harberson Emma 
Harrison Emily 12 6/6/1899 F Harrison, William Ellen 
Harrison Leo 10 8/31/1901 M Harrison, William Ellen 
Hendrickson Genero 10 6/30/1901 M Hendrickson, Morris Alice 
Hendrickson Solomon 11 6/30/1900 M Hendrickson, Morris Alice 
Hiniza John 5 6/1/1906 M Hiniza M. Superior 
Hiniza Michael 4 9/15/1907 M Hiniza M. Superior 
Hiniza Nicholas 7 3/18/1904 M Hiniza M. Superior 
Hirsch Murray 7 3/00/1904 M Hirsch M. Superior 
Horton Goldie 8 8/5/1903 F Horton, Thomas Cora 
Horton Lelia 14 12/29/1897 F Horton, Thomas Cora 
Katala Eleanor 4 10/10/1907 F Johnson, Matt  
Katala Matt 5 7/16/1906 M Johnson, Matt  

Kenny Cyril 6 06/15/1905 M Kenny Mary, Mrs. 
Kenny Daniel 4 11/1/1907 M Kenny Marie, Mrs. 

Kenny Florence 7 10/15/1904 F Kenny Mary, Mrs. 
Kenny Stella 5 6/29/1906 F Kenny Mary 

Massout Anisa 13 5/13/1898 F Massout Rose 
McGiffin Joseph 7 3/28/1904 M McGiffin, Nat Christina 

McLeod William 11 9/26/1899 M McLeod Marie 
Meloche Arnold 10 9/26/1901 M Meloche, Peter  

Meloche Edith 4 10/22/1906 F Meloche, Peter  
Meloche Emanuel 8 12/25/1903 M Meloche, Peter  

Meloche Gilbert 12 8/23/1899 M Meloche, Peter  
Merenz Emma 9 10/16/1902 F Merenz, Nicholas Emma 

Merenz Peter 7 12/29/1904 M Merenz M. Superior 
Naud Gertrude 6 11/23/1905 F Naud, Harry Lillian 

Naud Jane 9 9/26/1902 F Naud, Harry Lillian 
Nebel Edgar 4 2/23/1907 M Nebel, Curt Grace 

Nebel Edna 7 12/8/1903 F Nebel, Curt Grace 
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GREAT FALLS PUBLIC SCHOOLS CENSUS REPORT, 
DISTRICT 1, 1911 ORPHANS 

Continued 
Surname First, Initial Age Mo/Day/Year Sex Father Mother 
O’Dowd Jack 3 0/0/1908 M O’Doud M. Superior 
O’Dowd Joseph Francis 1 2/16/1910 M O’Doud M. Superior 
Osborn Oliver Wendell 1 5/31/1910 M Osborn, Chas. E.  
Preste Fannie 4 9/3/1907 F Preste M. Superior 
Preste Marie 3 1/1/1908 F Preste M. Superior 
Preste Rose 5 3/2/1906 F Preste M. Superior 
Roy Julia 4 10/00/1907 F Roy M. Superior 
Roy Mary 5 5/1/1906 F Roy M. Superior 
Soberg Walter 3 1/27/1908 M Soberg Caroline 
Steele Clara 7 1/6/1904 F Steele, W. M. Kate 
Stevens Clarence 4 3/5/1907 M Stevens, Herman Mary 
Stevens Dorothy 8 7/26/1903 F Stevens, Herman Mary 
Stevens Eva 6 2/21/1905 F Stevens, Herman Mary 
Stevens Irma 9 5/22/1902 F Stevens, Herman Mary 
Thomas Vincent Thomas B 9/15/1911 M  M. Superior 
Underwood John 11 6/22/1900 M Underwood, John I. Christie 
Ward Clara 12 1/31/1899 F Ward, Wm. Wallace Clara 
Ward Lilly 9 6/5/1902 F Ward, Elmer Florence 
Zarino Lee 4 7/30/1907 M Zarino, Nicholas Mary 

Great Falls Tribune Sunday December 17, 1911 Page 37 

SANTA WILL FIND ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FOUR 
BRIGHT-FACE ORPHANS AT THE ST. THOMAS HOME 

Less than two years after breaking the ground the main building of the institution, St. Thomas’ Orphans’ home 
was formally opened to use on February 22, last, marking at the same time the celebration by the children whose 
home it became of the anniversary of Washington’s birthday and an epoch of large progress in the institutional life 
of the city of Great Falls and of Northern Montana. The main building which was then dedicated, exclusive of fur-
nishings, cost $108,000 and has a capacity for caring for between 175 and 200 children, and the attendants neces-
sary to look after them. 

St. Thomas’ Orphans’ home was built by the Sisters of Charity of Providence of Montana. The purpose and scope 
of the work, as planned by the sisters, is to serve the needs for an orphans’ home for all of northern and eastern 
Montana regardless of race or denomination. The home is supported by donations and contributions which neces-
sarily have to be collected by the sisters of the order, and according to them, the people of Great Falls and the entire 
territory served by the home have been most generous in providing the support. 

Site an Excellent One. 
The site for the orphans’ home was the joint gift of J. D. Ryan and Mrs. Marcus Daly. Preparatory to the com-

mencement of work on the grounds, the site was blessed on May 19, 1909, and the ground broken on May 24 of 
that year. Construction started at once and it was fully two years before the main building which constitutes the 
home proper was completed, though it was taken possession of by the sisters and more than 50 children were living 
there when the second anniversary of the breaking of the ground occurred. 

The great structure is of brick and stone three stories above a full height basement with the entrance about the 
center of the front, as appears in the picture. It faces Central avenue and the site contains four city blocks with the 
alleyways and streets closed to use, thereby giving the home the entire ground contained in the tract. The building 
faces north and when the trees which are already showing splendid growth, have developed it will be one of the 
most attractive sites for an institution about the city. 

Handsome Rooms on Left. 
Entering the home through the main entrance, one comes to the handsome reception rooms on the left and to the 

chapel on the right. The entrance corridor leads to the main corridor which extends from east to west. The reception 
rooms each have doors leading to the corridor and are connected by a door. They are handsomely furnished and 
there are pictures of a religious character as adornments for the wall.  

Leaving the second of the rooms from the door leading to the corridor and following the corridor to the east, once 
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SANTA WILL FIND ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FOUR 
BRIGHT-FACE ORPHANS AT THE ST. THOMAS HOME 

Continued 

comes to the handsome suite of rooms, including a private dining room, a parlor, and a bedroom, that are kept for 
the use of the bishop of the diocese when he chooses to visit at the home. The rooms were furnished complete by 
one of Great Falls public-spirited firms and are elegantly arranged to the minutest detail. It shall not be the purpose 
to follow accurately the tour made by The Tribune man under the direction of Sister Euphemia, the proctor of the 
home and the woman whose perseverance and determination made possible the start of the work after an arduous 
year in which she secured more than one-third of the funds for the main building, and to whom fell the duty of 
bringing to the home the first orphan to be admitted after the home was opened. But there were many things of 
interest which showed something of the work the home is doing for that class of unfortunate children who happen 
to be left alone in the world when they are unable to care for themselves. 

Some in the Land of Nod. 
The children had enjoyed their supper just prior to this tour of the building. “Enjoyed” is used advisedly, for the 

writer visited the large kitchen where the food is prepared and saw what scrupulously clean methods are employed 
and what a wholesome quality of food is served. And following their evening meal, the children had gone to their 
quarters for the hour prior to retiring. Not all of them, of course, follow the same routine, for the little fellows 
range in age from two months to 14 years. 

The first room where the children were found was one section of the girls of the home, little tots from 2 to 4 
years of age. They were just in bed and, while some of them had already drifted into the Land of Nod, there were 
several pairs of bright little eyes that looked with interest when they saw a stranger—and a man at that—standing 
on their threshold. Sister Euphemia spoke to one or two of them, calling them by name, and they seemed as de-
lighted to have her talk to them as had she been their real mother. One of them was in a little bed down at the end 
of the hall. Sister Euphemia called to the child and asked it to come to her. It climbed down from its couch and 
toddled across the floor. It was barely past two years old and a brighter faced youngster would be hard to find. 

Sister Their Silent Guardian. 
From this room, the visit led to a room where the children are under two years old and from two down to three or 

four months of age. They were lying on their beds, some of them getting their evening meal from milk bottles as 
they kicked their feet in the air. Over at the corner of the room was one of the sisters, a silent guardian of the little 
band, watching and ready to attend to their needs at all times.  
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One little fellow, the smallest of the 10 in this room, was not a vigorous looking child. Asked about that child’s 
case, Sister Euphemia said both its parents were dead. Farther on down was a boy just the opposite of the little one. 
Vigorous, large, bright eyes, chubby hands, rosy cheeks, a body that looked like a future athlete, the child was hap-
py as the sister in charge here was getting it into its nighty for bed. It waved its hands at Sister Euphemia and when 
it was given a chance it ran to her and threw its head lovingly against her and patter her hand as she reached down 
to it. Then it ran back and was helped up to its bed. It is a pity persons can’t always see as much contentment in 
life as that little child whose every want is supplied from the hand of charity, for he was absolutely happy. 

Program for Christmas. 
The next room visited had just one inmate. When Sister Euphemia turned on the light, over in the corner there 

was a little baby carriage and in it was a child not yet two months old. Its eyes were open wide. The sister went 
over and talked to it a moment then she led the way to the amusement room where the girls from 5 to 14 years of 
age were rehearsing for their Christmas program. It was a happy group of girls, each vying with her mate to give 
the best recital or do the best work in her drill. One golden haired girl, seven years old, had just been called on to 
give her selection which will be one of the numbers of the Christmas program. 

“Won’t you recite your piece for the gentleman?” asked Sister Euphemia. 
The child’s face lighted with a smile of pleasure and she told the sister she would. The other girls stood aside. 

The little girl took her place at the center of the room and gave a reading which would have done much credit to a 
girl much larger and much older and one not handicapped with having no home and parents. It was a pretty good 
demonstration that those sisters are doing a large and good work for the unfortunate girls that come under their 
care. 

Their Santa Claus. 
Just here it may be said that children at the home are making great plans for Christmas. They are going to have a 

Christmas tree and they are hoping for Santa to come and fill their stockings with toys. Santa will have to be im-
personated by some of the readers of The Tribune, for there are not a great number of the children at the home 
whose relatives will play the role of Santa. Consequently, the charitably inclined will have to make it possible for 
the sisters to take care of those who otherwise will not be remembered or there will be many sorely disappointed 
little hearts on Christmas morning. 

From the girls’ amusement room, the tour of inspection led to the boys’ dormitory, where good, comfortable 
single beds are provided for the boys of the home family who are more than five years old. The dormitory is large 
and well ventilated and even children with good homes need no better beds than those children are provided. From 
there, the way led to the school room where the children have the same sort of equipment that the children of the 
public schools have. Then the kindergarten was visited and here were seen several small tables with little chairs for 
the wee tots to occupy while they work—or is it play? – with the strips of colored paper and the vari-colored 
blocks and other devices used by the kindergarten teachers. 

Boys Also Learning Parts. 
The boys’ amusement room was on the tour and here more than 40 boys were showing the same keen interest in 

their Christmas program which the girls in their work had shown. One of the sisters at the end of the room had a 
large group of the little fellows gathered round her and they were learning their parts of the program number. Oth-
ers in other parts of the room were talking together and everyone seemed thoroughly happy. When Sister Euphe-
mia entered, the boys all smiled as she addressed them and asked what they were engaged in. As concertedly as if 
they had been drilled to make the response they replied, “Preparing for Christmas.” 

Thus ended the tour of the handsome home where those sisters are devoting their time and their energies to the 
care of unfortunate children for some of the children making but a temporary home till at a more convenient sea-
son a parent can arrange for the child’s care while for others creating the only home they can claim—and in either 
case meeting the requirement most satisfactorily. 

Says People Are Generous. 
Arrived back at the reception room, Sister Euphemia talked about the work of planning for and building the 

home. She told of the generosity with which the people had responded when, as the agent of the Sisters of Charity, 
she set about the task of gathering the funds for the building. “The people of Great Falls showed a remarkable loy-
alty,” said Sister Euphemia. “They gave most generously in helping to build the home and then they aided us in 
furnishing it. Some of the business firms gave the entire furnishings for certain rooms. Some sent supplies for cer-
tain departments. Some gave a part in furnishings. There came many substantial gifts from other places. People 
from points in the east aided us. 

“Yes,” said she, with a cheerful smile, “it does take a considerable effort to maintain the home. But the people 
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are as generous about that as they were in helping build the home. With more than 100 little mounts to feed and 
twice as many feet to provide with shoes and the dresses and underwear they need, it is not a simple task. 

“We receive many gifts of clothes and when we get them they first are fumigated and repaired, if repairs are 
needed, and when this has been done they are given to some child as his or her own. While the child is in the home 
the clothes it has are its own property. We do this because they all have certain places assigned for them and with 
dresses and other garments of their own, they learn what responsibility of caring for their own clothing means and 
it is interesting to see how much some of the children take in their own garments.” 

How Home Family Has Grown. 
Sister Euphemia told of the growth of the size of the home family. She said that on December 20, 1910, there 

were 30 children brought from what had been the temporary home at Fort Benton and from Columbus hospital 
were taken eight others that had been kept there. The home was blessed by the bishop on December 21, one day 
short of sixteen months after the cornerstone had been laid by Bishop Mathias C. Lenihan. The home then was far 
from completion, but the basement was made ready for occupancy because it was the wish of the bishop that the 
children might be at the home for the feast of St. Thomas on December 21, 1910, and it was that day the first mass 
was celebrated in the home. 

By Washington’s birthday anniversary the number had passed 50 and the home was formally dedicated to use, 
the children giving a program. Sister Hermine became the mother superior and Sister Euphemia continued in 
charge of the financial affairs. The family continued to grow till at present there are 124 with 12 sisters in charge. 
There is a school to meet the needs of all ages, in charge of competent teachers. In the family of youngsters there 
are representatives of every nationality and of ever denomination. At present there are nearly as many not of Cath-
olic families as there are of Catholic families. They represent all parts of northern and eastern Montana. 

Home Plant Being Enlarged. 
Just now the home is being enlarged by the erection of a building that will be used as a sort of nursery for the 

babies at the home. The first floor will be given over to them while the upper floor will be used for an infirmary 
where those afflicted with illness of any sort may be isolated. 

The support of the home, as has been stated, comes almost purely from subscriptions and contributions. Where 
one of the parents of the child is living, and is able to do so, they usually pay a small rate, some times $4 or $5 a 
month. There are a very few children put in the home by parents for the school advantage. But the home is depend-
ent on the Sisters of Charity entirely for its support which will run several thousand dollars a year. They accept aid 
in the form of cash contributions or supplies for the home. 

The city has shown an interest in the institution in helping them by contributing 150 trees for Julian park and 
other portions of the grounds and when the park has been developed it will make a very enduring monument for 
Mother Julian, who worked so hard to make possible this substantial and worthy institution. 

Great Falls Tribune Wednesday August 4, 1915 Page 12 

THROWN FROM RIG SKULL FRACTURED 
Sister Euphemia of St. Thomas Orphans’ Home Seriously and Possibly Fatally 

Hurt When Horse Being Driven Makes Wild Dash. 
Sister Euphemia of St. Thomas Orphans’ home was seriously, and probably fatally injured yesterday afternoon 

about 2 when the horse hitched to the buggy in which she was riding, took fright and ran, throwing her from the 
buggy and causing a fracture at the base of the skull. The accident happened just as Sister Euphemia was returning 
from the farm on which the Orphans’ home grows its hay and other farm products. She was accompanied on the 
trip by Miss Nellie Walsh who was also thrown from the buggy but Miss Walsh, fortunately, escaped with but 
slight hurts. 

The animal which caused the trouble was one which had been used frequently by Sister Euphemia and other con-
nected with the Orphans’ home and was regarded as a gentle and safe for their use. It appears, however, that there 
had been some disposition on the part of the horse yesterday on the outward trip that had given Sister Euphemia a 
feeling uneasiness which she had expressed to some with whom she talked either on the way back or when she was 
at the farm. She had, however, gotten the animal back to the home safely and was turning into the grounds when it 
dashed forward, jerking the reins from her hand, and then she and Miss Walsh were helpless to check its mad dash. 
The animal charged about the grounds in such a manner as to cause the buggy to careen, throwing the occupants 
out with considerable force.  

When the ones who saw the accident hastened to Sister Euphemia, she was still conscious but it was evident she 
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had sustained very serious hurts. She was given every possible attention and the ambulance called to carry her to 
Columbus hospital. She lapsed into unconsciousness and at an early hour this morning she had not regained con-
sciousness. It was expressed as the fear of those attending her that she could not recover as the fracture was pro-
nounced and was at a place in the skull which makes it of very grave character. 

Sister Euphemia is one of the best known and most loved of the Sisters of Providence and has been the financial 
manager of the St. Thomas Orphans home since it was started. She was a tireless worker for the interests of the 
home and the unfortunate little people whose happiness is so greatly enlarged by the work of the home and few 
people in this section have not had the pleasure of meeting her personally. The accident which brought her such 
sad affliction caused general sorrow to all when it became known. 

At 2 this morning it was reported from the hospital that there was a slight improvement in the condition of the 
sufferer. 

Great Falls Tribune Friday August 6, 1915 Page 7 

SPRAY OF THE FALLS 
Sister Euphemia, of St. Thomas’ home, is showing some slight improvement after the accident which she experi-

enced a couple of days ago. 
{This is the last time I found any mention of Sister Euphemia in the Great Falls Tribune. I could not find out 

what happened to her after this time. I don’t know about you, but in reading these articles and seeing all she did 
for the home, I grew to like and care about her.—Cheryl} 

Great Falls Tribune Friday June 1, 1917 Page 5 

ORPHANED CADETS ARE BONDHOLDERS 
Through Generosity of Bishop Lenihan Children of St. Thomas Orphans’ Home 

Become Purchasers of a $1,000 Liberty Loan Bond. 
The cadets of St. Thomas Orphans’ Home are full of war enthusiasm and are most anxious to go to the front and 

fight for their country. They are owners of a beautiful silk flag, presented to them by the local army post; they have 
fifes and drums and high explosive air-guns; their new army uniforms, donated by their numerous friends in Great 
Falls, are on the way from the factory and with these accoutrements they are most anxious to enlist and fight for 
Uncle Sam. Wednesday being the eighth anniversary of breaking ground for St. Thomas Orphans’ Home, Bishop 
Lenihan visited the institution and expressed his surprise to learn that 1100 orphans and half orphans had been 
enrolled as inmates of that institution since it was opened. 

In answer to the cadets, how they could be of service to their country in these trying times, the bishop admired 
their child-like patriotism and enthusiasm, but said that on account of their being under age, that Uncle Sam could 
not make use of them on the firing line but that he had a scheme by which they could show their love for their 
country and at the same time help the good name of their adopted home.  

The bishop explained the nature of the Liberty Bond Loan and how generously the loyal citizens of Great Falls 
and Cascade county were purchasing these bonds and said, “Now, suppose I make you a present of 1000 great big 
silver dollars, would you be willing to invest that amount in securing a Liberty Bond for St. Thomas Orphans’ 
Home in memory of the first thousand orphans who were inmates of this home?” 

“Yes! Yes!” they cried with one accord. “But,” said one of the little tots, “what about the other $100? You just 
told us that there were 1100 of nice little orphans, just like ourselves, since the Home started.” 

“Oh,” said the bishop, “I have not forgotten that other hundred. Some of the minims just inquired if they could 
make bandages and cookies and other nice things for the wounded soldiers without going to the front, and they 
rejoiced when I told them that they could and they could be come real active members of the Red Cross society. 

“Therefore, I make you a present of that extra hundred silver dollars to become enrolled as members of the Red 
Cross society.” 

Needless to say the bishop was thanked over and over by both the Sisters and the orphans. In saying good buy, 
the bishop reminded all the children to pray, every day, for their benefactors, for their beloved country and for a 
speedy peace to all nations. 

Early Thursday morning the cadets and minims, accompanied by the Sister Superior of St. Thomas Orphans 
Home, were on the street with their flag and drums, most intent on their mission of purchasing a great big Liberty 
Bond in exchange for their great, big 1000 silver dollars and in becoming members of the Red Cross society, with 
another bag of 100 great big silver dollars. 

THROWN FROM RIG SKULL FRACTURED 
Continued 
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  There are many more articles in the Great Falls Tribune concerning St. Thomas Orphans’ Home. I have decided 
to stop with these stories because I thought they gave a great overview of life in Great Falls during this time. I 
know that quite often the articles in the newspapers at the time were written with rose-colored glasses but if you 
look deep enough you can see different things that are of interest. Did you notice that every time the cost of the 
building was mentioned it went up? Some things never change. I was able to contact the archives for the Sisters of 
Providence, to get a current address. Providence Archives is the place to contact for information requests about 
former residents of St. Thomas Home. Here is their contact page online: https://www.providence.org/about/
providence-archives/contact-us. The archives are currently closed to onsite research due to Covid. Researchers 
can also browse or search digitized content about the orphanage: https://providencearchives.contentdm.oclc.org/
digital/collection/p15352coll38/search/searchterm/St.%20Thomas%20Child%20and%20Family%20Center%20
(Great%20Falls%2C%20Montana)/field/source/mode/exact/conn/and The following photos are copied from this 
wonderful resource. I suggest that you all go and see the pictures they display. Here is the information that they 
found for me about Sister Euphemia—”Sister Euphemia (Marie Euphemie) survived the accident but never truly 
recovered. There is a handwritten account of the accident in French. Sister Euphemia was very badly injured; her 
skull was fractured. From the description she was slipping in and out of consciousness, and the doctors were wor-
ried that she would not survive. She had to spend four months in the hospital, and two of the months were spent 
lying in a hospital bed. After her release from hospital, she was not well enough to return to work. Sister Marie 
Euphemie was sent to the Sisters of Providence school in DeSmet, Idaho to live quietly while she recuperated. She 
never truly did, though, and was bed-ridden during the last two years of her life. She died in November 1922. She 
was born in 1858, so that makes her 64 years old at the time of her death.” 

Title St. Thomas Home, Great Falls, Montana, during visit of Mother Mary Julian, Superior General, 
1913 

Date 1913 

Description Sisters of Providence pictured are, L-R: Anselma Mary; Veronica of the Cross; Victor; Mary Eu-
phemia; John of God (on step above); Mary Julian; Hermine; Agnes Marceau; Mary Mechtilde; 
Imelda of Jesus; John of the Eucharist; Berthold; Mary Ignatius. 

  

https://www.providence.org/about/providence-archives/contact-us
https://www.providence.org/about/providence-archives/contact-us
https://providencearchives.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15352coll38/search/searchterm/St.%20Thomas%20Child%20and%20Family%20Center%20(Great%20Falls%2C%20Montana)/field/source/mode/exact/conn/and
https://providencearchives.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15352coll38/search/searchterm/St.%20Thomas%20Child%20and%20Family%20Center%20(Great%20Falls%2C%20Montana)/field/source/mode/exact/conn/and
https://providencearchives.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15352coll38/search/searchterm/St.%20Thomas%20Child%20and%20Family%20Center%20(Great%20Falls%2C%20Montana)/field/source/mode/exact/conn/and
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St. Thomas Orphans’ Home 1914 

Bishop Mathais C. Lenihan, founder of St. Thomas 
Home, 1910 



Treasure State Lines                                                                                                            Volume 46  Number 1 & 2 

28 

St. Thomas Orphans’ Home 1914 

 

Opening day, St. Thomas Home, 1910 Boy in front gave the greeting, “Welcome, welcome, one and all, who 
come in answer to our call”. 

St. Thomas 
Home, 1910s 


