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President’s Corner 

AUGUST 2022 

Calendar of Events 

Thursday, August 4th —Acquisitions Committee, 3:00 p.m. 

Thursday, August 4th —Board Meeting, 4:00 p.m. 

 

Have a Great Researching Summer! 

 

The reminder that it was time to write this month’s President’s Corner came as I was at work on my mother’s eulogy.  
She passed away in November and we finally have the opportunity to hold her Memorial Service next week in Alberta. 

A distant relative mailed me a diary that Mom kept in 1940-1945.  It has given me details on her life between finishing 
school and marrying my Dad.  She mentions her household responsibilities that came with living in a farm home, but 
there are also times when she works in the homes of others, including several months as housekeeper for a bachelor un-
cle.  While there she writes of walking to a nearby school where she taught herself to play the piano. 

I also picked up on things she was recording without being specific.  The daily walks to check the mail (for letters from 
my Dad).  The times when she got a ride home thanks to Blue Bird (Dad’s nickname for his car).  Married November 30, 
1945, the final month of the diary gives insight into the first month of my parent’s lives together. 

Last month I wished you success with research this summer.  That may result in pushing back to another generation of 
ancestors, or it may, like for me, result in findings that help to flesh out the lives of those we’re already aware of.  Either 
way, may the remainder of your summer shed light on those who preceded us.   We have at least one “genealogy tourist” 
coming to explore, with Marie Berti and Gail Kaptie as guides, where his grandfather lived and worked in the Gulch. 

Again, please drop by the GFGS Library to check all that is being done to gather and preserve records of those who 
came before us.  Consider, too, what your part may be in that process. 

 
Great Falls Genealogy Society is doing a “low-key” celebration of its 47th Anniversary!                

Larry D. Spicer 
President 



New in The Library 

As of July, 2022 
 Settlers of the Hills (Lake Alma #8 

Saskatchewan) 

 Silent Patriot: Norway’s Most High-
ly Decorated WWII Soldier and 
Secret Agent 

 A Century of Caring: The Sisters of 
Providence at Sacred Heart Medical 
Center Spokane, Washington 

 Butte Central High School Year-
book, Maroon 1958 

 A Colorado History 

 Crofutt’s Guide to Colorado 

 General Pope and U.S. Indian Policy 
(Indians) 

 Ghost Towns of the American West 

 The Great Southwest: The Story of a 
Land and its People 

 The Indians of Colorado 

 Paw & The Boys (Brookings family 
South Dakota) 

 Prisoners in the Tower (London 
England) 

 Great Falls Public School Directo-
ries 1979-2009 

 University of Great Falls Campus 
Directories 1999-2006, 2011 

 Cornerstones of Knowledge, A 
Country School Portrayal 
(Yellowstone County, MT) 

 Memories from CGF Classes 1950-
1959 

 Chinese Gold: The Chinese in the 
Monterey Bay Region (CA) 

 Hidatsa Social & Ceremonial Or-
ganization 

 Big Sky Macedonians: A Study of 
Montana’s Macedonian-Americans 

 A Collection of Life Stories 
(McKerrow family) 

 Ancestors: A Beginner’s Guide to 
Family History & Genealogy 

 The University of Montana Annual 
Register 1898-99 

 Grass Woman Stories 

 Handbook of Blackfeet Tribal Law 
1979 

 Official Program Great Falls Ameri-
cans 2019-2020 

 Ogden’s Snake Country Journals 
1827-1829 (ID) 

 Pre-Columbian History of the Red 
man (before Anglo-Saxons) 
(Blackfeet Tribe) 

 Sacred Heart Catholic Church & St. 
Joseph’s Mission Parish 2000 (ND) 

 Sketches of Jewish Social Life 
 

(Continued on page 3) 

2022 Planned  

Schedule for  

Meetings 
 

For planning purposes, here are the re-

maining 2022 scheduled dates and times 

for Committees, Board, and General 

meetings: 

Currently, meetings are both in-person 

and Zoom.  
 

 

 

 

2022 Schedule for  

Conferences 
 

September 29—October 1 Montana 

History Conference—Red Lodge, 

Montana—https://mhs.mt.gov/

education/index3 for information 

 

September 29—October 1 Montana 

State Genealogical Society—

Fairmont Hot Springs Montana—

http://montanamsgs.org/

conferences.html (Covid Depending) 

for information 

 

 

 

 Check out our website! 

https://

gfgenealogy.org/ 

MISSION OF THE GREAT 

FALLS GENEALOGY  

SOCIETY 

 
 The mission of the Great Falls 

Genealogy Society is to promote and en-

courage active interest in genealogy, com-

pile accurate and complete genealogies and 

collect and preserve genealogical records. 

Additionally, the Society will foster educa-

tion and training in genealogy through 

courses and instruction in genealogy, lec-

tures, forums, seminars, and special work. 

Officers: 

Larry D. Spicer, President 

Janet D. Thomson, Vice President 

Ann Dues, Secretary 

Cheryl Lucas, Treasurer 

Trustees: Gary Campbell,  

Diana Kirol, Linda Long 

 

Committee Chairs: 

Acquisitions: Larry Spicer 

Membership: Ann Dues 

Publications: Janet D. Thomson 

Projects: Vacant 

Research: Diane Green 

Technology: Linda Long 

 

Webmaster: Merle Anne McLeish 

Newsletter Editors: Cheryl Lucas,  

Janet D. Thomson 

 

Society Library Hours:  

Monday—Saturday  

12:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m. 

 

 The Falls Newsletter is published 

monthly by the Great Falls Genealogy Soci-

ety, 301 2nd Ave. N. Great Falls, MT 

59401. Members of GFGS receive the news-

letter as part of their membership. 

 

 Members and the public are en-

couraged to submit material for publica-

tions. Articles should be sent electronically 

if possible. Deadline for submission is the 

fifteenth of the month. Neither Great Falls 

Genealogy Society nor the editor assumes 

responsibility for errors of fact or opinions 

expressed by the contributor. The editor 

reserves the right to edit material prior to 

publication. Send articles to the office at the 

above address or electronically at gfgenealo-

gy@genlibrary.org. 
 

Contents © 2022 All rights reserved. 

Great Falls Genealogy Society is a 501(c)(3) 

nonprofit so your donations are tax 

 deductible. 

Acquisitions 3:00 pm Board 4:00 pm 

4 August 4 August 

1 September 1 September 

6 October 6 October 

3 November 3 November 

1 December 1 December 

  

General 6:00 pm Tech 10 am 

8 September To Be 

13 October Announced 

19 November  

8 December  

https://mhs.mt.gov/education/index3
https://mhs.mt.gov/education/index3
http://montanamsgs.org/conferences.html
http://montanamsgs.org/conferences.html
https://gfgenealogy.org/
https://gfgenealogy.org/
https://gfgenealogy.org/
mailto:gfgenealogy@genlibrary.org
mailto:gfgenealogy@genlibrary.org


FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY!! 

We, the Great Falls Genealogy Society, have partnered with Geoff 

Rasmussen of Legacy Family Tree Webinars to provide members 

of our Society a brand new membership benefit. Here’s the scoop: 

Legacy Family Tree Webinars(www.FamilyTreeWebinars.com) 

hosts online genealogy webinars presented by nationally-known 

speakers on a variety of genealogy and technology topics. The live 

webinars are free, and their recordings are free to view for about a 

week after the live show. The Webinar Library has more than 1,800 

classes and more than 6,000 pages of instructors’ handouts. Access 

to the Webinar Library is granted through an annual membership 

($49.95/year). 

All active, dues-paying members of the Great Falls Genealogy So-

ciety can now receive a first-year 50% off discount for a webinar 

membership at www.FamilyTreeWebinars.com (the discount 

would make it $24.98 for the first year, valid for new memberships 

only).   

If you do subscribe please do not share the code with anyone else. 

This is a benefit for active, dues paying members of Great Falls 

Genealogy Society only! We received this amazing benefit due to 

member Janet D. Thomson presenting a webinar on Montana’s 

Cultural Treasures!  If nothing else this webinar alone is worth the 

$24.98! She has a 29 page handout that goes with this webinar.  

Included in the membership are: 

• Unlimited, on-demand access to all webinars. 

• New webinars every week 

• Access to chat logs and speaker’s handouts 

• Bonus members-only webinars 

• Automatic 5% off anything in the store (when logged in at 

checkout) 

• Chance for a bonus subscribers-only door prize during each 

live webinar 

To take advantage of this offer, go to http://

legacy.familytreewebinars.com/quick checkout.php?

id1=1&qty1=1&coupon codes=XXXXXX (you must contact Jan 

or Cheryl at the Society to get the rest of the code—there are letters 

and/or numbers that go where the x’s are. The code won’t work 

without the correct letters and/or numbers.) 

If you’re not ready to subscribe, we still encourage you to register 

for their live webinars. There’s over 50 of them scheduled for the 

remainder of 2022! 

 

New in The Library 

As of July, 2022 
(Continued from Page 2) 

 

 After the Buffalo Days: Documents of the Crow Indi-
ans from the 1880’s to the 1920’s 

 Child Artisans of the Northern Plains: Woodcarving 
at Fort Shaw Indian School, 1892—1910 

 Conflict, Tension, Strength: The History of St. Paul’s 
Mission, St. Labre Indian School & St. Stephen’s 
Indian School 

 Creation of Petroleum County: A Study in “County-
busting” (MT) 

 The Evolution of a Frontier Town: Bozeman, Mon-
tana and Its Search for Economic Stability, 1864-
1877 

 Fur Trade of the Red River Valley of the North: 1763
-1812 

 The History and Culture of the Turtle Mountain Band 
of Chippewa 

 The History of Chief Rocky Boy and His Band and 
the Founding of the Rocky Boy Reservation 

 Mountain In His Memory, Frank Bird Linderman, His 
Role in Acquiring the Rocky Boy Indian Reservation 

 The Reformation of American Indian Policy and the 
Flathead Confederation, 1877-1893 

 Tribal Education: A Case Study of Blackfeet Elders 

 The Jennie Allen Crazy Quilt 

 A Legacy of Passion The Scheel Family Story 

 Covered Wagon Women: Diaries & Letters from the 
Western Trails, 1854-1860 Volume 7 

 Seeking First the Kingdom Northwest Nazarene Uni-
versity A Centennial History (ND) 

 St. Benedict’s Church (ND) 

 The Thrill of the Chase (TX) 

 Bent’s Fort (CO) 

 Bronnoy Gard og slekt Bind I (Norway) 

 The California Trail: Yesterday and Today 

 The Great Platt River Road (Nebraska) 

 Discovering Washington: A Guide to State and Local 
History 

 Montana Horse Racing A History 

 Nebraska 1875: It’s Advantages, Resources and 
Drawbacks 

 North to Montana: Jehus, Bullwackers, and Mule 
Skinners on the Montana Trail 

 The Oregon Trail: Yesterday and Today 

 The U.S. Forest Service A History 

 Roosevelt, Daniels, Sheridan and McCone County 
Farm and Ranch Directory 1952-1953 

 Lists of Inhabitants of Colonial New York 

http://www.FamilyTreeWebinars.com
http://www.FamilyTreeWebinars.com


Membership News 

Welcome to Our  
Newest member: 

 
Rosemary Adolphson, 

Draper, Utah 
 

NEWS TO KNOW 

Finding Guide, Great Falls School Census Records, 1896-2006 

GFGS Board member Diana Kirol has completed a much-desired project which makes Great Falls 

School Census Records more accessible to all. These records begin in 1896, and consist of lists of chil-

dren living within Great Falls, compiled by the Cascade County School Superintendent each fall, as per 
state law. They record student names, parent names, student age/birthdate (for some years), and 

address—for children age 0-5 and 6-21. However, lists for these age ranges were kept separate, making 

it difficult to aggregate information on families (for many of the years, the records do not even note that 
there are two sets, with 0-5 immediately following the 6-21 records). Diana examined each year’s lists, 

making an alpha list with page numbers to connect these two separate lists. She also noted where late 

entries can be located, making the finding guide invaluable. For convenience, each year’s book/books 
contain a copy of the finding guide for that particular year. Diana’s Finding Guide for GFPS School 

Census Records will soon be available in the Cascade County Records Section—check Cabinet 086. 

These records are very important—they go across both public and parochial students, and also may in-
clude those not ever in school. They have been used as proof of birth in delayed birth certificates, proof 

of residence in the case of inheritance suits, and also, proof of residence in the case of a cold-case mur-

der! In addition GFHS/CMR HS Reunion Committees utilize these as they look for “lost” graduates. 
Thank you, Diana, for your meticulous work to make these valuable records accessible! 

Nominations are still being accepted for the following 

 Executive Board Positions: 

 President 

 Vice President 

 Secretary 

 Treasurer 

 Trustee (3 year term) 

Maryland Genealogical Society Bulletin/Journal Indexes Now Online! 

MGS is pleased to now make available online the indexes for (almost) all issues of the Maryland Genealogical Society Journal 

(2008-current) and its predecessor—the Maryland Genealogical Society Bulletin (1960-2007). These publications represent over 

60 years of articles on Maryland families and genealogical resources, and the indexes include thousands of names. 

The only missing indexes are for Volumes 28 and 29, and for two of the four issues in Volume 30. Indexing of these is planned, 

and the indexes will be added as they are completed. Find the Bulletin/Journal here: https://www.mdgensoc.org/cpage.php?

pt=283&fbclid=IwAR3YLs0p-hZuVBnIeytzMPQctVnoEfB3niqaREDeACLf0ylHgDGIVQNIFnk 

If you are a MGS member, once you find index entries of interest from the Bulletin, you can continue your research online since 

all issues of the Bulletin are available in the Members Only area of the web site. 

https://www.mdgensoc.org/cpage.php?pt=283&fbclid=IwAR3YLs0p-hZuVBnIeytzMPQctVnoEfB3niqaREDeACLf0ylHgDGIVQNIFnk
https://www.mdgensoc.org/cpage.php?pt=283&fbclid=IwAR3YLs0p-hZuVBnIeytzMPQctVnoEfB3niqaREDeACLf0ylHgDGIVQNIFnk


Afro-American History and Genealogical Society 
Conference 

 The Afro-American History and Genealogical Society is an educational and 
research organization that collects, preserves, interprets, and shares African-
ancestorial family history, genealogy, and cultural diversity. Their primary goals are 
to promote scholarly research, provide resources for historical and genealogical 
studies, create a network of persons with similar interests, and assist members in 
documenting their histories as a part of American history. 

 They are hosting their annual Conference on October 12-15, 2022 as a vir-
tual event. AAHGS is a network of 37 state and local chapters across the US that 
reach almost 2000 people and organizations. 

 To register use the following hyperlink: 

https://web.cvent.com/event/e80bfe8d-9cbb-4f76-bc08-8c9ecc0cf91d/regProcessStep1 

Montana State Genealogical Society and the Butte-Silver Bow Genealogy Society host the  

31st ANNUAL MONTANA STATE GENEALOGICAL CONFERENCE  

September 29, 30, October 1, 2022  
Fairmont Hot Springs Resort  

in Fairmont, Montana  
 

LOCATION & ACCOMMODATIONS: The Conference will be held at the Fairmont Hot Springs Resort, 1500 Fairmont Road, 
Fairmont, MT. King or Double Queen Rooms: rate is $139.00 for a 1-2 people occupancy; $154.00 3 people; or $169.00 4 people, 
plus tax. Call 800-332-3272 or online at www.fairmontmontana.com. Mention Group ID: 22969. Deadline is 1 September 2022.  

OUR SPEAKERS:  

The Legal Genealogist, Judy G. Russell, is a genealogist with a law degree who writes and lectures on topics ranging from using 
court records in family history to understanding DNA testing. On the faculty of the Institute of Genealogy and Historical Research 

(IGHR), Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy (SLIG), and the Genealogical Research Institute of Pitts-
burgh (GRIP), she is a member of the Board of Trustees of the Board for Certification of Genealo-
gists, from which she holds credentials as a Certified Genealogist℠ and Certified Genealogical Lec-
turer℠. Her award-winning blog is at http://www.legalgenealogist.com  

Rich Venezia is a New Jersey native who now calls Philadelphia home. He founded Rich Roots Ge-

nealogy in 2013. He was a member of the research team of Genealogy Roadshow (PBS) for two sea-
sons, and also consulted on Follow Your Past (Travel Channel). He is an expert in the research of 
20th-century immigrant ancestors, especially underutilized record sources and federal records. He 
also specializes in Italian and Irish research. Additionally, he assists clients with dual citizenship ap-

plications for Ireland and Italy and is a proud Italian dual citizen. He holds a Certificate in Genealogi-
cal Research from Boston University. He lectures nationwide, has been on the faculty of SLIG, GRIP, and IGHR, and spoke about 
“How to Grow Empathy from Uncovering Your Roots” at TEDx Pittsburgh 2017.  

Singer, guitarist, songwriter, Anaconda native, Sean Eamon, will present his research on Butte labor history and entertain us with 
some old and new songs of that period. Sean’s work was supported by “The Historic Clark Chateau” through a grant in part from the 

National Endowment for the Arts. This grant enabled The Historic Clark Chateau to sponsor musical artists to come to Butte, im-
merse themselves in the history of the labor stories and then create “New Songs for the Butte Mining Camp”.  

EXHIBIT AREA: Various MONTANA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES & genealogy related organizations will be represented. 
Don’t forget the BOOK FROLIC - The MSGS Fund Raiser! Check your bookcases for annuals, histories, family histories, genealo-
gy books, tapes & videos. Bring them to conference Thursday to be sold by silent auction. Please – only genealogy or family his-

tory related materials. Do not bring quarterlies or outdated material. The Book Frolic area will not be open on Thursday for 
browsing.  

 

https://web.cvent.com/event/e80bfe8d-9cbb-4f76-bc08-8c9ecc0cf91d/regProcessStep1
http://www.legalgenealogist.com


 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2022  

3:00 P.M. Book Frolic Drop Off  

3:00 – 5:30 P.M. REGISTRATION DESK OPEN, Fairmont Conference Center  

3:30 – 4:45 P.M. MSGS Board Meeting  

6:30 – 8:00 P.M. Free Reception. Need ticket to attend.  

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2022  

7:30 – 9:00 Registration Desk Open – Conference Center Lobby  

8:45 – 10:00 A.M. Announcements - President Shawna Valentine, and Opening Session: “No Person Shall ... Gallop Horses In 

the Streets” – Using Court Records to tell the Story of our Ancestors’ Lives - Judy G. Russell. Early court records give color 
and meaning to the lives and times of our ancestors. County courts often functioned as both judiciary and legislature, and appeals 
courts published fact-filled opinions. While the records often establish relationships to help build a family tree, they offer so much 
richness and depth to help tell a family’s story.  

10:30 – 11:30 A.M. Discovering Your Immigrant’s Origins: Exhausting Every Resource - Rich Venezia. Pin down your elu-
sive immigrant ancestor’s place of origin using some well-known – and lesser-known – record sets, ideas, and techniques.  

11:50 – 1:00 P.M. Lunch & Society Reports: Menu: Baked Potato & Caesar Salad Bar – Fresh Baked Potatoes, Romain Lettuce, 

Bacon Bits, Cheddar Cheese, Diced Tomatoes, Green Onion, Croutons, Parmesan Cheese, Caesar Dressing & Sour Cream, Coffee, 
Iced Tea, or Lemonade.  

1:30 – 2:30 P.M. Ship Manifests: An In-Depth Look - Rich Venezia. Ship manifests are the “go-to” record to find immigrant arri-
vals in the 1800s and 1900s. Discover all the different information they can tell us.  

3:00 – 4:00 P.M. Putting Those Records to Work - Judy G. Russell. Every document we locate in genealogical research has its 
clear use: a census record will help us identify family members and trace them over time; a court record will tell us what was hap-
pening with that person at that time; a will or probate record will help recreate a family at a specific point in time. But every docu-
ment we locate can be mined—directly or in combination with other records—for more: a deeper richer context for our family 

members and their place and time.  

4:30 – 5:30 P.M. Alien Registrations in America - Rich Venezia. Learn about various alien registrations instituted in the USA as 
early as 1798, the records they created, and where to find immigrant ancestors within.  

6:30 P.M. BANQUET BUFFET Western Style BBQ – Buffet Pork Ribs and Chicken including Tossed Green Salad, Dressings, 
Pasta Salad, Watermelon, Baked Beans, Coffee, Iced Tea, Lemonade & a Light Dessert. Presentation of Awards, Program: "Sean 
Eamon - New Songs for the Butte Mining Camp"  

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2022  

7:30 – 9:00 A.M. Registration Desk Open – Conference Center Lobby  

7:45 – 8:45 A.M. MSGS Annual Meeting, Everyone welcome  

9:00 – 10:00 A.M. DNA and the Hidden Half of the Family - Judy G. Russell. As 21st century genealogists, we have a tool for 
identifying and confirming relationships not available to earlier generations: DNA testing. Its use in identifying male family mem-

bers, through YDNA testing, is fairly well understood. The use of mitochondrial and autosomal DNA to identify women and link 
children to parents is not as well understood. Yet these are powerful tools particularly when used in a targeted fashion to test partic-
ular theories.  

10:30 – 11:30 A.M. After the Courthouse Burns: Rekindling Family History through DNA - Judy G. Russell. Catastrophic rec-
ords loss due to fires and disasters at courthouses is a fact of life for genealogists. When a disaster takes out birth, marriage, death, 
court, land and probate records all in one fell swoop, it may still be possible to light our family’s research fires — to rekindle our 

interest in our ancestral roots — using DNA evidence.  

11:50 – 1:00 P.M. Lunch & Society Reports. Menu: Deli Buffet – Deli Meats & Cheeses, Breads, Tossed Green Salad with Dress-

ings, Cole Slaw and all the Condiments, Coffee, Iced Tea, or Lemonade.  

1:30 P.M. Book Frolic Closes, Raffle Drawings  

1:45 – 2:45 P. M. Naturalization Know-How: The Laws and Records of U. S. Citizenship - Rich Venezia. Many records were 

created when immigrant ancestors became American citizens. Learn what they are and how to find them.  


