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   The Great Falls Genealogy Society was founded in 1975 
as a non-profit educational and research organization. 
Membership is January through December. Dues are $25 
for individuals and $30 for couples. We encourage all 
members to participate in the activities and duties of the 
Society. Members receive a monthly newsletter and the 
semi-annual publication in June and December, plus free 
use of our computers for research and access to over 
10,000 items - books and maps. Genealogy classes are also 
offered. 
 
MEETINGS.  Monthly general meetings and programs 
are scheduled the second Thursday of each month, Sep-
tember through May, at 6:00 p.m. Guests and visitors are 
always welcome. Currently, meetings are held on Zoom 
and in-person. 
  

 
 
BOARD MEMBERS: 
President   Larry D. Spicer 
Vice President  Janet D. Thomson 
Secretary   Ann Dues 
Treasurer  Cheryl Lucas 
Trustees   Gary Campbell 
   Diana Kirol 
   Linda Long 
  
PUBLICATIONS: 
Treasure State Lines Cheryl Lucas/Janet Thomson 
The Falls Newsletter Cheryl Lucas/Janet Thomson 
  
Notice and Disclaimer: Articles contained in these publica-
tions may not be copied, published, or distributed for com-
mercial purposes without the written consent of the GFGS. 
The editors reserve the right to edit contributions for 
length, substance, and grammar. The GFGS is not respon-
sible for accuracy, errors, or omissions in articles submit-
ted by others, but proven errors will be corrected. 
  

Contents © 2022 All rights reserved. 
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library is staffed entirely by volunteers. Hours are 
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Research Policy 
 

Researchers will complete a comprehensive search 
of the records available at the Great Falls Genealo-
gy Society library. 
 

The fee is $35.00 per immediate family. 
 

Photocopies of obituaries, marriage license/
certificates and birth and death certificates are $5.00 
each if ordered separately. 
 
Research will commence upon receipt of the fees; 
check or money order can be sent to our Great Falls 
office.  Payment by Paypal is also available. 
 
Any additional search of local records readily avail-
able at the Cascade County Courthouse requires an 
additional fee and additional time.  Other fees may 
apply if the request is extensive. 
For additional  information, contact the Re-

search Department by mail or  

at: gfgenealogy@genlibrary.org 

Great Falls Genealogy Society is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit so your donations are tax deductible. 

Find us on  
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Introduction to Great Falls Genealogy Society and Library 
By Cheryl Lucas 

 I would like to take this opportunity to introduce and update our members to the Great 
Falls Genealogy Society (GFGS) and library. Some members who cannot physically make it 
into the library are not totally aware of what we offer.  

 

 GFGS was started in 1975 by 32 charter members. Two of these members—Marian 
Wiley and Barbara Mittal—are still members today. Currently, the membership is about 170 
individuals. The society’s goals include: to promote and encourage active interest in genealogy, 
compile accurate and 
complete genealogies 
and collect and pre-
serve genealogical rec-
ords.  
 
 There’s more to 
genealogy than births, 
marriages and deaths 
We look to acquire re-
search materials that 
help members add  
depth to their genealo-
gies. We also suggest 
that people look at their 
ancestors’ FAN club 
(friends and neighbors). 
This often adds more 
information to your family’s history. 
 
 GFGS offers classes or seminars for genealogists. The majority of these are led by cur-
rent Vice President Janet D. Thomson, Ed.D. Janet’s doctorate is in research which she uses to 

One of 
four sets of 
shelves of 
Cascade 
County  

Resources– 

and we 
also have 
separate 
space for 
our city/
towns. 

Cascade County Marriage Licenses 
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suggest excellent hints and strategies for research. Currently, Janet has been conducting 
Wednesdays at 11 AM seminars via Zoom. At the easing of COVID restrictions we hope to re-
turn to in person classes or seminars also. Watch the newsletter for updates of upcoming clas-

ses. 

 
 The library 
started out as a 
bookshelf in one 
member’s home. 
Today we are in the 
top 10 of the largest 

genealogy libraries in the Northwest. I am not sure at what point GFGS outgrew being in 
someone’s house but the society made the decision rent space to house the library. GFGS owns 
most of the books, indexes, maps, and documents that are in our library. I say most because we 
are the custodian of some Cascade County records. These records were placed in our custody 
for preservation and for use by county citizens, historians and genealogists.  
 

Introduction to Great Falls Genealogy Society and Library—continued 

Our Indian 
Nations 

Section has 
records for all 

Montana 
tribes. 

Our  
Mennonite Family  

History Journal  
Collection—see our 

considerable  
collection of  

additional religious 
records. 

to 
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 The first non-home space for GFGS’s library was at Paris Gibson Square. I have been 
told that we had to leave that space because the weight of the books in the collection was too 
heavy for the floors of the building. Then we moved to the History Museum. Now we reside in 
the Great Falls Public Library’s (GFPL) third floor. We have a written agreement (renewable 
yearly) with the city library to provide GFGS volunteers in the Montana Room 24 hours per 
week—this space might otherwise not be open to citizens. In return, we utilize a separate space 
for our GFGS library. GFGS opens the Montana Room from Noon to 4 Monday through Satur-
day. We also staff our GFGS library during that time, using other GFGS volunteers. This is a 
wonderful opportunity for us—we give back to the Great Falls community, and gain space 
through Society volunteerism. 
 

 Today we have 8,744 books, 4,173 periodicals, and 328 maps in our GFGS Library. Not 
all of our maps have been inventoried but we are working on that and adding to our materials 
every month. Our materials, while concentrating on Cascade County and Montana, are from all 
other US states and countries. We have many records and maps for Cascade County cemeteries. 
GFGS has funeral home records for several of the local funeral homes. We have a collection of 
funeral cards from Great Falls funeral homes. Current President Larry D. Spicer has gifted the 
library with complete sets of several Mennonite Journals—a very rare resource. GFGS has dedi-
cated efforts to purchase Native American resources for Montana’s local tribes—especially our 
local tribe. We have over 400 books for Native American research. Our volunteers have created 
many indexes for records, books, and newspaper articles that are one-of-a-kind resources. 
Members have also worked to copy obituaries out of the local papers. . Member Gary Goettel 
has done an interesting project he calls “Did the Crime Paid the Time” that records Cascade 
County people who were sent to prison.  
 
 Several members in 2004-2005 inventoried the records for Cascade County in a joint 
project with the Cascade County Commissioners. This project took about two years. The result 
was a Cascade County Records Inventory, spanning most all of the county’s departments; we 

Introduction to Great Falls Genealogy Society and Library—continued 

Cascade 
County 
Rural 

School 
Records 
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have a copy for patron research, and so does the Cascade County Commission. Commissioners 
have entrusted the GFGS Library with records in need of preservation—for example,  school 
records of small schools no longer in existence, marriage records, coroner records, old age pen-
sion records, and expired voter registrations. More recently, a couple of our members spent over 
six years inventorying the records of the Ursuline Academy– the “Mother House” for many Ur-
suline missions in Montana and other states. Today, the Ursuline Center is a private foundation. 
  
 GFPL’s vertical files, a part of the Montana Room records, are housed in our GFGS Li-
brary and our volunteers help citizens find requested materials.  These files contain articles that 
were clipped from various sources. There are 18 4-drawer file cabinets containing these articles. 
We also house GFPL’s Great Falls Tribune and Great Falls Leader books within our space. On-
ly a few years of the Great Falls Leader have been microfilmed or scanned, so those books are 
quite valuable to researchers. However, all of these Tribune and Leader books are quite old and 
fragile. Where possible, we use Newspapers.com to research patron requests.  
 
 GFGS has subscriptions to Ancestry.com; Fold-3.com; Familysearch.org; MyHerit-
age.com; FindMyPast.com; Newspapers.com; GenealogyBank.com; AmericanAncestors.com; 
Find-A-Grave.com; BillionGraves.com; ChroniclingAmerica.loc.gov; National Archives 
(NARA); and Montana Memory Project on our patron computers. These databases are free for 
members to use within our library. There are four patron computers for use.  
 
 Several years ago Family Search came in and digitized 660,000 of our documents. We 
are currently working with them again to digitize still more of our documents in need of preser-
vation. Watch our newsletter for updates about this project.  
 
 Our preservation efforts include all of the indexes that have been, and will be, completed 
and on our inventories of records. We have purchased archivally-safe boxes in which to place 
some of the records and books in need of preservation. Several of our maps are in archivally-
safe sleeves. We currently  need more of these sleeves to preserve our homestead maps and ear-
ly-day Montana maps. 
 
 GFGS is also a member of 
both Montana State Genealogical So-
ciety and National Genealogical Soci-
ety. 
 
 We are going on 48 years 
old—helps us to continue to grow! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction to Great Falls Genealogy Society and Library—continued 

Pennsylvania Archives Series—a resource available in 
our GFGS Library. 
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 Your Society Board has been working for several months to bring Great Falls Genealogy Society’s 
Constitution and Bylaws up to date. We have had several typos and omissions from previous editing. Those are 
green in color below. The red changes are actual changes that the Board is recommending for approval and pas-
sage at our Annual Meeting in November. I know that it is not necessary to place the proposed changes in the 
TSL but there are so many proposed changes that I wanted to print the entire proposed constitution and bylaws 
and not just what is proposed to change in the newsletter. Please review these proposed changes and be prepared 
to vote on them in November. Thank you. 
 
Treasure State Lines Editor  
Cheryl Lucas 

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 
GREAT FALLS GENEALOGY SOCIETY 

CONSTITUTION 
 
ARTICLE I  NAME 
 

The name of this organization shall be Great Falls Genealogy Society. 
 
ARTICLE II OBJECTIVES 
 

The Great Falls Genealogy Society is organized exclusively for educational purposes, including, for 
such purposes, the making of distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under 
section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provision of any future 
United States Internal Revenue Law.)  The Society shall have the following objectives: 
 
To promote and encourage active interest in genealogy, compile accurate and complete genealogies 
and collect and preserve genealogical records. 

 
Further objectives will be defined in the Bylaws. 

 
 
ARTICLE III MEMBERSHIP 
 

Any person of good character, willing to contribute time and effort to further the objectives listed in 
Article II, shall be eligible for membership in the organization upon payment of dues. 

 
Classes of membership will be defined in the Bylaws. 

 
ARTICLE IV MEETINGS 
 

The Great Falls Genealogy Society shall have regular meetings and workshops for approximately eight 
months of the year. 
 
The meeting place and date may be changed temporarily by the President.  All members must be noti-
fied. 

 
ARTICLE V OFFICERS 
 

Officers of this Society shall be a President, Vice President, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Sec-
retary, Treasurer, and three Trustees. 

 
All officers shall be elected at the Annual Meeting.  The terms of office shall be one year, except for 
Trustees.  The officers may be re-elected. 

 
Duties of the officers shall be defined in the Bylaws. 
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ARTICLE VI 
 

No part of the net earnings of the organization shall inure to the benefit of, or be distributable to its 
members, trustees, officers, or other private persons, except that the organization shall be authorized and 
empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distribu-
tions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in Article II hereof.  No substantial part of the activities of 
the organization shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, 
and the organization shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of 
statements) any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office.  Notwithstanding any 
other provision of these articles, the organization shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to 
be carried on (a) by an organization exempt from Federal Income Tax under section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provision of any future United States Internal 
Revenue Law) or (b) by an organization, contributions to which are deductible under section 170(c)(2) 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provision of any future United States Inter-
nal Revenue Law.) 

 
   
ARTICLE VII  AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION 
 

1.  This Constitution may be amended only at the aAnnual Meeting in November by a two-thirds vote of 
those voting, using the following procedures: 

 
Proposals may be submitted in writing by any members to the Executive Board at least four months 
prior to the Annual Meeting. 

 
All such proposed amendments, together with the recommendations of the Executive Board shall be 
presented in writing to the membership at least two months prior to the Annual Meeting. 

 
ARTICLE VIII  DISSOLUTION 
 

Upon the dissolution of the organization, the Executive Board shall, after paying or making provision 
for the payment of all the liabilities of the organization, dispose of all of the assets of the organization 
exclusively for the purposes of the organization in such manner, or to such organization or organizations 
organized and operated exclusively for educational purposes as shall at the time qualify as an exempt 
organization or organizations under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal revenue Code of 1954 (or the corre-
sponding provisions of any future United States Internal Revenue Law) as the Executive Board shall 
determine. 
 
This transfer of assets shall be decided at the last regular m General Membership Meeting of the full 
membership, as recommended by the Executive Board, provided such action passes in due process by a 
three-fourths vote of the active membership. 
 
Further information defined in the Bylaws. 

 
BYLAWS  

ARTICLE I  NAME 
 
 The name of the organization shall be Great Falls Genealogy Society. 
 
ARTICLE II  OBJECTIVES 
 

The objectives of this Society shall be: 
 

To promote and encourage active interest in genealogy, compile accurate and complete genealogies and 
collect and preserve genealogical records. 

 
To foster education and training in genealogy through courses and instruction in genealogy, lectures, 
forums, seminars, special work. 
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To publish a bi-annual publication known as TREASURE STATE LINES in the months of June and De-
cember of each year as funds are available. 

 
The Society shall not carry on any activities not permitted to be carried on by an organization exempt 
from income tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

 
To sponsor and operate the Great Falls Genealogy Society Library. The Executive Board of the Great 
Falls Genealogy Society is responsible for all Library operations, including the arrangement of the Li-
brary and its Collections. 

 
ARTICLE III  MEMBERSHIP AND DUES 
 

Section A.  Membership 
 

Any person of good character, willing to contribute time and effort to further the objectives listed in Arti-
cle II, shall be eligible for membership in the Society upon payment of dues. 

 
The membership and fiscal year of the Society shall be from January 1 through December 31. 

 
Membership shall be automatically terminated upon failure to pay annual dues by March 1. 

 
Section B.  Dues  The amount for dues may be changed by the recommendation of the Executive  Board 
and vote of the membership.  The following classes of dues will apply: 

 
Individual 

 
Joint (two related individuals residing at the same address) 

 
Junior (under age 18) 

 
Lifetime Individual 

 
Lifetime Joint (two related individuals residing at the same address) 

 
ARTICLE IV  MEETINGS 
 

Section A.  Regular Meetings   The Great Falls Genealogy Society shall meet on the second Thursday of 
each month for approximately eight months of the year.  The meeting place and date may be changed 
temporarily by the President. 

 
Section B.  Special Meetings   Special meetings of the Society may be called by the President, the  

Executive Board, or by written request of ten members.  Members must be notified at least six days prior 
to the meeting.  No business other than that stated shall be conducted.  A quorum of ten members must be 
present in order to transact business. 

 
Section C.  Annual Meeting  The regular m General Membership Meeting in November shall be known 
as the Annual Meeting. 

 
Section D.  Quorum  Provided the date and time of any meeting has been adequately publicized at least 
six days prior, at least ten the members present at the meeting shall constitute a quorum for conducting 
business. 
 
Section E. Meetings Held Electronically. Members may attend any GFGS meeting in person or through 
an electronic method of communicating by which all participating members may simultaneously hear 
each other during the meeting. Any member participating in any meeting either in person or electronically 
shall be counted present for all purposes, including quorum and voting. Any action that could be taken at 
an in-person meeting may also be taken at a remote meeting. Procedural rules related to the conduct of 
electronic meetings shall be established and made known by the Executive Board within GFGS Standing 
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Rules. Voice voting, roll call, software-provided voting icons or polls may be used for any voting.  
 

ARTICLE V  OFFICERS 
 

Section A.  The officers of the Society shall be President, Vice President, Recording Secretary, Corre-
sponding Secretary, Treasurer, and three Trustees. 

 
Section B.  Term of Office  The term of office shall be one year beginning at the end of the Annual meet-
ing and installation of new officers in November January 1 and ending at the end of the Annual meeting 
and installation of new officers in November December 31 except for Trustees.  Beginning with the elec-
tion for 1990, one Trustee will be elected for a one-year term, one for a two-year term, and one for a three
-year term.  Thereafter, only one new three-year Trustee will be elected.  No member shall hold more than 
one office at a time.  They may be re-elected. 

 
Section C.  Vacancy  Any Vvacancy in office may be filled for the unexpired term by appointment of the 
Executive Board. 

 
Section D.  Records  Each officer shall turn over to the his successor, or the presiding President of the 
Society, all records and correspondence pertaining to the his respective office within twenty (20) days 
after the termination of the his incumbency or resignation. 
 
Section E.  Past Presidents as non-voting members of the Board.  In order to instill continuity in the lead-
ership of the organization, past presidents shall be encouraged to attend board meetings as non-voting 
members. 

 
ARTICLE VI  EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

Section A.  The Executive Board shall consist of the elected officers.  The President of the Society shall 
be the presiding officer. 

 
Section B.  Unless otherwise ordered, regular meetings of the e Executive Board S shall be held the week 
prior to the g General m Membership meeting.  The President may call a special meeting to discuss a spe-
cific item of business. 

 
Section C.  Provided the date and time of a meeting has been adequately publicized at least six days prior, 
the at least four officers present shall constitute a quorum for conducting business. 

 
Section D.  Any vacancy occurring on the Executive Board, with the exception of the President, may be 
filled until the next election of officers by a majority vote of the remaining members of the Executive 
Board, providing a quorum is present. 

 
Section E.  The Executive board shall: 
 

       1.  Have supervision of the affairs of the Society between g General m Membership meetings. 
 

       2.  Make recommendations to the Society. 
 
       3.  Direct committees. 
 
       4.  Be subject to the orders of the Society and none of its acts shall conflict with the action 
            taken by the Society. 

 
ARTICLE VII DUTIES OF OFFICER 
 
Section A.  President  
 

1. Preside at all meetings of the general membership and the Executive Board. 
 

  2.   Appoint all committees, naming the chairman, with the exception of the Nominating Committee.  
All appointments must have the approval of the Board. 
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      3.  Sign, with the Recording Secretary, all contracts and documents authorized by the Society. 
 
      4.  Sign, with the Treasurer, checks for authorized disbursements on behalf of the Society. 
 
      5.  Be an ex-officio member of all committees except the Nominating Committee. 
 
Section B.  Vice President 
 
      1.  Assume the duties of the President in the absence of, or at the request of, the President. 

 
 2.  Assume the duties of the President for the remaining term of office in the event of a vacancy in the  
 office of President. 

 
      3.  Be chairman of the Program Committee. 
 
Section C.  Secretary 

 
1.    Keep minutes of the proceedings of the Society and the Executive Board 
 
2.    Keep and have available a file book (aka “How To Book) containing the Constitution, Bylaws, and 
     Standing Rules of the Society. 
 
3.    Maintain a current paper and electronic inventory of all legal documents, records, and equipment be
      longing to the Society. 
 
4.    Sign, with the President, all necessary contracts and documents authorized by the Society. 
 
5.    Co-sign checks in the absence of either the President or Treasurer. 
 

 6.    Be responsible for the management of the Society’s correspondence including electronic communica-
tions. 

 
7.    Officers and committee chairmen shall furnish original incoming and copies of all outgoing corre-
spondence to the Secretary. 
 

Section D.  Treasurer 
 

1.  The Treasurer is the authorized custodian of funds of the Society.  The treasurer receives and disburses 
moneys as prescribed in the local Bylaws and Standing Rules or as authorized by action of the Society. 

 
2.  All funds received shall be deposited in a bank financial institution approved by the Executive Board 
in an account in the name of the Society. 

 
3.  The Treasurer shall be Chairman of the Finance Committee, which is to be initiated as a Standing 
Committee.  The Finance Committee will prepare a budget for the following fiscal year and submit it to 
the Society at its next Annual Meeting.  Bills for amounts over $100.00 will be presented to the member-
ship for approval with the exception of routine business expenses (i.e. insurance, monthly phone/internet 
bill, Public Library parking passes, publication costs, etc.). 

 
4.  All checks must be signed by two of the three following officers: Treasurer, President or Secretary. 

 
5.  Prepare and submit a monthly financial statement containing the income and disbursements of the 
month as well as year-to-date figures, balance sheet and list of bills paid that month.  Copies should be 
made for all Executive Board members.  The report should be signed by the Treasurer.  A copy shall be 
available upon request. 
 
6.  The Treasurer shall file with the Internal Revenue Service annually the forms necessary to maintain 
the Society’s tax-exempt status. 
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Section E.  Trustees 
 
      1.  Serve as the Auditing Committee for the Society. 
 
      2.  Assist the President in other areas as needed. 
 
      3.  Will receive mail ballots and hold, unopened, until the Annual Meeting. 

 
ARTICLE VIII NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS 
 

Section A.  Nominations 
 
       1. A Nominating c Committee will be appointed by the Executive Board by July 1. 

 
2. The Committee shall present a list of at least one nominee for each office being vacated to the Executive 
Board and to the general membership in September. 

 
       3. The list of candidates shall be published in the September newsletter. 
 

4. Write-in nominations may be made by the general membership, provided each nominee has given written 
consent to serve if elected. Write-in nominations, with written consent of nominees, may be mailed in, or 
brought to the October meeting. 
 
5. If, after the October meeting, there is only one candidate for each position, then no ballots will be neces-
sary and the list of nominees will be considered elected by acclamation at the November meeting.  If any 
position requires an election, the Nominating Committee will create ballots to be distributed to members.  
Distribution will be the responsibility of the Mailing Committee.  (November 2012) 

 
Section B.  Elections 
 
          Officers will be elected and installed at the Annual Meeting in November. 

 
Section C.  Voting 
 

If necessary, V voting shall be by mail ballot.  All ballots must be received by 12:00 p.m. (noon) of the 
day of the Annual Meeting.  All ballots will be opened and counted together by the Trustees after 12:01 
p.m. of the day of the Annual Meeting.  The Trustees shall bring the ballots and the result of the count to 
the Annual Meeting. 

 
ARTICLE IX AMENDMENTS 
 

These Bylaws may be amended only at the a Annual Meeting in November by a two-thirds vote of those 
voting using the following procedures. 

 
        1.   Proposals may be submitted in writing by any member to the Executive Board at least four 

months prior to the Annual Meeting. 
 

        2.   All such proposed amendments, together with the recommendations of the Executive Board shall 
be presented in writing to the membership at least two months prior to the annual Meeting. 

 
        3.   The revised or amended Constitution and Bylaws as adopted by members at the a Annual Meeting 

will be published in the next issue of TREASURE STATE LINES. 
 
ARTICLE X PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY 
 

The rules contained in Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised shall govern the Society in all cases in 
which they are applicable and which are not inconsistent with Bylaws and any Standing Rules. 


