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Orienting Yourself to A Regional/Local Newspaper of 
the Past: The Great Falls Tribune. Great Falls, Montana, 

1911 
Janet D. Thomson, Ed.D. 

 
 Newspapers of the past are great research tools, especially when you first orient yourself to the particular 
features within. Newspapers were once popular for their local, regional, and national coverage—their readers had 
expectations! I am using the Great Falls Tribune as an example because by 1911 it had great regional coverage—
therefore, it was a likely source of small-town gossip columns, and other daily/weekly features expected by its con-
siderable reader circulation. 
 

When you look at the Tribune (or another regional newspaper) expect to find:  
 

Regular Features: Society Pages (usually Sunday); In The Churches (Sunday, Monday); Sermons 

(Monday), Community News (see list of communities found, below), Editorials; Hotel Guests (New Park Hotel, 
Great Falls Hotels, daily); With The Police (crime); In Police Court: Real Estate Transfers (daily, usually on 
one of last pages); Legal Advertisements (p. 8 or later). Frederic J. Haskin informative articles (usually p. 4). 
New Note of Things Scientific; In the World of Labor and Industry (the last two were nationally-known fea-
tures available in many newspapers). 
 

Ads/Legal Ads: regional/Local newspapers generally carried Ads and Legal Ads—be aware of the particular 

paper’s local contracts with city and county government (usually yearly, and stipulating the coverage of the partic-
ular entity):  
Advertisements and Legal Advertisements: Daily, usually near the end of the 10-14 pages. The Tribune was the 
contracted paper for most official entities. You will find Cascade County Commission Minutes (once a month or 
more); Great Falls City Council Minutes (twice a month or more); Great Falls School District #1 Minutes (twice a 
month or more); Delinquent Tax Lists (January, sometimes continuing in February); Homestead Entries; Home-
stead Proofs; Notices of School, City, County Elections; Probate Notices, U.S. District Court Agendas, and the 
like. 
 

Organizations: Usually Sunday—also see the Society News for Women’s organizations. The Lunch Club 

(men, meeting to find out about issues); State Harvard Club, Spanish War Veterans of Great Falls, GAR, and more. 
See also civic groups such as Business organizations. 
 

Community News: The Great Falls Tribune was a regional/state newspaper, read in many Montana cities 

and communities by 1911. Copies were shipped out via railroad daily, so readers saw the Great Falls news and 
their local columns daily. Most communities listed were featured in a column at least once a month, but many were 
featured weekly (for example, Lewistown and Kalispell). Note that the community columns were sometimes fewer 
in winter months. Become aware of when (particular days or certain weeks) a particular community reporter sent in 
the news—it will make your search task easier.  
 In 1911, Stanford and Judith Basin area communities were still legally part of Cascade County. The Tribune cov-
ered many small communities—and may contain such things as parties, dances, weddings, death notices, birth an-
nouncements, organizational minutes, and family reunions. Visitors were particularly noted.  
 
Communities covered in 1911 included (hope I got them all):  
 
 Adel, Anaconda, Augusta, Belt, Benton Lake, Big Sandy, Billings, Bozeman, Boulder, Browning,  Butte, 
 Carter, Cascade, Chester, Chestnut Valley, Chinook, Choteau, Conrad, Cutbank, Eden, Eureka, Floweree, 
 Fort Benton, Geraldine, Glasgow, Hardy, Havre, Helena, Hinsdale, Kalispell, Kendall, Lewistown, Libby, 
 Malta, Miles City, Millegan, Missoula, Monarch, Neihart, Portage, Sand Coulee, Shelby, Simms, St. Pe
 ter’s, Stanford, Stockett, Sunnyside aka Vaughn, Ulm, Valier, Wagner, Whitefish. 
 
I found one helpful search term to share: “restricted zone” (red-light district). Remember that in order to find the 

news expected you must become aware of the “lingo” used in the time period! 
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1911 Great Falls, Montana Timeline 
By Janet D. Thomson, Ed.D. 

 
 

Primary Source of Information: The Great Falls Tribune, January 1-December 31, 1911. Numbers in () refer to 
page numbers of the referenced day. 

2 January 1911 The Great Falls Tribune published the Cascade County Delinquent Tax List—a huge list of   peo-
ple (4). Amount spent in construction in 1910 was estimated at about $2.5 million (12). Violet Sweland-
er, age 11, died of heart disease. 

3 January 1911 The Montana Legislature opened in Helena. There were 520 births and 347 deaths in Great Falls 
in 1910 (7). 

5 January 1911 Death of Arne Olive Rossi, infant daughter, Stockett. Burial at Sand Coulee. 

6 January 1911 John Jacobson, 25, died of pneumonia, Deaconess Hospital in Great Falls (5). A group of   Scots-
men were planning the Bobby Burns Celebration to be held in Great Falls (7). Black Eagle Falls Addi-
tion was announced (10). 

7 January 1911 Death of Mrs. Cornelius Sullivan announced. Burial at Calvary Cemetery (12). 

8 January 1911 Lucy Major, former Cascade County Superintendent of Schools, took a position as an 8 th grade 
teacher at Washington School in Great Falls (5). The Mowbray Family held a family reunion in Great 
Falls (5). Boulevard Hill Addition was advertised in the paper (7). 
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9 January 1911 Funeral of Mrs. Joseph Knab held at Stockett (9). Funeral of Pearl Koester announced (9).  Joseph 
Bigtimber funeral held at George Company (9). 

12 January 1911 Hotel Rainbow was leased to W. E. Ward (10). 

13 January 1911 Car barns of Great Falls Electric Properties burned near Black Eagle Park (1). December 1910 
Minutes of the Cascade County Commissioners were published. These were sometimes pages long (9). 

14 January 1911. Madzea infant death at Stockett. Burial at Calvary Cemetery. 

15 January 1911. Millinery School, to nr taught by Mrs. Shipman was advertised (5). 

17 January 1911 Henry A. Mady death announced (5). John Gibbons, 70, died at Columbus Hospital (6). The new 
University Club of Great Falls had a beginning membership of 111 (7). Peter Lahan reopened the  Liberty 
Café. 

18 January 1911 John Gibbons funeral was announced (7).  

19 January 1911 Gilbert Edwin Stone, infant, died of pneumonia in Great Falls (10). 

20 January 1911 Charles M. Bair, sheep man, announced his plan to move to Oregon (7). William Thomas of 
Great Falls, was found insane and taken to Warm Springs Asylum (7). Irene Schuler, 2 months, Great 
Falls, died (10). 

21 January 1911 Funeral of the Hickory infant son was held at home in Great Falls (5). Vaudeville Variety  
Shows, two days a week, were announced for Great Falls (6). A plan to beautify city streets was an-
nounced by a committee of citizens (7). 

22 January 1911 Clarice Violet Raymond came from London, England, seeking her brother, Cecil Frank Ray-
mond, a civil engineer; he had been missing (16). 

23 January 1911 The Caledonian Club announced its “Burns Celebration” Program to be held at Luther Hall on 
January 25 (6). 

24 January 1911 Ford McDonald Grocery Company found its brown mare, still with harness attached, wedged in 

between two small buildings at the Boston & Montana Smelter. The horse ran away when its wagon was 
struck by a street car (6). The GF City Council discussed paving more streets as a way to help the city 

(7). Zvonimir Lodge 1, Croatian Brotherhood, filed its incorporation papers in Cascade County. Incorpo-
rators named were: George Trinastich, Joe Pipinich, Frank Borich, John Dinach and John Tuss (10). 

25 January 1911 Forty-three more freshmen entered Great Falls High School after successfully passing 8th Grade 
Exams in December, 1910.Fort y-nine more 1st graders entered the Great Falls elementary schools, mid-
year, having turned six years of age (5).  

26 January 1911 Charles M. Russell, Great Falls artist, was at Helena in reference to a proposal to decorate the 
new Capitol wing (1). State Railroad Commissioners ordered the Great Northern Rail Road (GNRR) to 
construct a depot at Brady, Montana (5). Mrs. L. H. Hawthorne died at Galata; her funeral was an-
nounced for Great Falls (5). The Montana Poultrymen’s Show opened at Luther Hall (6). Peter W. 
Comerton, GNRR Engineer, died at Columbus Hospital (6). The Caledonian Club’s Burns Anniversary 
Celebration was reported—many names of celebrants were included (7). Fort Shaw beautification bill 
was proposed at the Montana Legislature (7).cThe death of Frederick Lewis Stephens, 52, of Great Falls, 
was announced (10). The State Asylum had 52 patients from Cascade County (10). 

27 January 1911 The Montana Legislature passed a School Census Bill with new regulations (2). Nettie C. 
Delaney died at Belt (5). John Harvey, retired Cascade rancher, died in Great Falls (6). The Great Falls 
City Library was lauded as “well-patronized” by its citizens (7). 

1911 Great Falls, Montana Timeline, continued 
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1911 Great Falls, Montana Timeline, continued 

28 January 1911 A long list of Lethbridge visitors to Great Falls was published (3); they came on a special train to 
tour Great Falls. Attendees at another “Scotch Night” celebration at St. Paul House were noted (5). Funer-
als reported were: Stephens, Delaney, Hawthorne (7). Edgar Haegell, 14-year resident of Stockett, died of 
complications from surgery (10). Martin O’Connell and George Sewell were arrested for impersonating 
police officers (10). 

29 January 1911 “The Week in Great Falls Society” was a regular Sunday paper feature (5). A feature story on 
Dry Land Farming praised such efforts in Montana (10). Ex-Senator Paris Gibson was quoted as in favor 
of a city 2-mill tax to support local parks (14). The 3-story Foley Hotel officially opened in Great Fall(14). 

30 January  1911 First Baptist Church announced a series of revival meetings (5). Great Falls’ First Ballot Box (a 
cigar box) was found by J. E. Moran; he announced it would be preserved (8). Ethel Denham, 7, died of 
scarlet fever in Great Falls. William J. Hess, 51, died at Deaconess Hospital; the Harvey and Haegell fu-
nerals were announced (8). The Palace Café partnership was dissolved. 

31 January 1911 J. C. Goodson arrived from Missouri to make his home in Great Falls (5). A Moose Lodge was 
set to be organized in Great Falls (5). Great Falls City Council created Ward 5 in response to city  growth 
(7).  

DEATHS In January: 

 Joseph Bigtimber; Peter W. Comerton; Nettie C. Delaney; Ethel Denham; John Gibbons; Edgar Haegell; 
John Harvey; Mrs. L. H. Hawthorne; William J. Hess; Hickory infant son; John Jacobson; Pearl Koester; 
Mrs. Joseph Knab; Henry A. Mady; Madzea infant; Arne Olive Rossi; Irene Schuler; Frederick Lewis 
Stephens; Gilbert Edwin Stone; Mrs. Cornelius Sullivan; Violet Swelander. 

1 February 1911 Legislators, after examining a report on the asylum at Warm Springs, recommended the immedi-
ate purchase of the asylum (to that point, run by contractors), to become the State Insane Asylum  (1). 
Montana Horticultural Society met in Missoula, discussing fruit trees in particular (2). A snow storm at 
Great Falls resulted in 6 inches of snow and a temperature of -2 (10). J.W. Comer was being sought by his 
mother, who lived in Virginia (10) Frederick C. Shepherd died in Minneapolis and his funeral in Great 
Falls was announced (10). 

2 February 1911 More than 700 died in an earthquake in the Philippines (1). In addition to voting on Montana’s 
potential U.S. Senator, legislators heard reports and recommendations concerning employer liability and 
workmen’s compensation (2). An 8-week summer session was announced for Dillon Normal College; 
teachers would be able to continue their education; tuition was $5.00 (7). Deputy Sheriff Curt Dennis, 
returning via horseback from Ft. Benton, “lost the road” when about 5 miles from Great Falls, eventually 
found an abandoned shack, but nearly froze to death before morning (10). 

3 February 1911 Through Feb. 2, Montana legislators had balloted a record 21 times in their process to select a U. 
S. Senator for Montana (1). A Great Falls Tribune editorial advocated in favor of purchasing the buildings  
for a State Insane Asylum (4). Three Great Falls high school basketball players would not be able to play  
due to their being “conditioned in certain studies” at GFHS (Jimmy Gault, Percy Rowles, E. Musselman).  
They would not be able to play until their “conditions” from last semester were removed (6). Fred Martin,  
age 36, died in the Great Falls city jail, it was supposed, from the effects of cocaine and other drugs (10). 
The death of hundreds of cattle at the Blackfeet Reservation at Browning resulted from the 3-5 feet of 
snow on the ground there (10). 

4 February 1911 Great Northern Railway’s Cascade Depot was reportedly burned to the ground, necessitating the 
use of an empty box car as a temporary depot (1). Saturday’s Tribune editorial topic was Woman Suffrage 
as a possibility in Montana (4). Deaths: Anna Ansahl, 24, of Little Chicago, who died on Feb. 3 after a 
brief illness. An infant child of Mr. and Mrs. F.W. Cole of Sunnyside died and was buried there. Victor 
Johnson’s funeral was being held at the George Company Mortuary (5). 

5 February 1911 Donohue, author of the Woman Suffrage Bill which was voted down by Montana legislators, said 
he would revive the bill for another vote (1). Legislators continued their 4-week balloting to select a U.S. 
Senator for Montana (2). A “Business Automobile” feature on p. 4 was highlighted by sketches of The 
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1911 Great Falls, Montana Timeline, continued 

Modern Stage Coach, Undertaker Wagon, General Merchandise Truck, Coal Cart, Suburban Delivery 
Wagon, and an Auto Fire-Fighter—all of them motor-propelled. Another feature was concerned withfa-
mous aviator deaths during the past year (10). Deaths announced: Mrs. Clara Charteris; Viola Nedeau, 
age 3; Anna Anderson (11). 

6 February 1911 Fifty Great Falls women met regarding the suffrage bill defeated at the legislature, and wrote a 
letter sent to all legislators, recommending the reconsideration that bill; the letter was signed by all 50 
women, as follows: Mrs. J. G. Authier, Miss Mabel Behrends, Mrs. Maurice Bonesteel, Mrs. G. H. 
Chase,  Miss Julia Cockrill, Mrs. W. W. Collins, Mrs. F. P. Cooper, Mrs. A. B. Crosier, Mrs. J. Dodge, 
Mrs. Gertrude Englander, Mrs. H. Farnum, Margaret Fenner, Mrs. B. H. Fowler, Mrs. L. V. Fullner, Mrs. 
A. Gardner, Mrs. V. E. Goings, Mrs. L. Greene, Mrs. R. M. Hill, Mrs. A. D. Hosia, Jr., Mary Huff, Mrs. 
Sam Jackson, Alice Johannesen, Elizabeth Judson, Elsie Lawson, Mrs. E. W. Lowery, Miss Lena John-
son, Miss Mamie Johnson, Mrs. Knowles, Mrs. J. A. Martin, Mrs. T. W. McGrath, Miss Irene Miles, 
Miss P. Miles, Mrs. Mamie L. Miner, Mrs. W. E. Pettibone, Mrs. Henry Pearce, Hannah Pierson, Mrs. 
Robert W. Rice, Mrs. J. Richards, Mrs. H. Robinson, Mrs. C. H. Sieben, Mrs. Robert Templeton, Mrs. F. 
A. Tourtnage, Mrs. A. L. Vivian, Nellie Vivian, Mrs. H. J. Volstad, Mrs. H. H. Weber, Mrs. John D. 
Wells, and Mrs. E.C. Zimmerman. Lillian Smith of Rosebud Alley in the “restricted district” attempted 
suicide (8).  

 

 

7 February 1911 The City Council voted $1,000.00 to begin the new Children’s Department at the city library (7). 
The death of Mrs. Catherine Keenan, 88, was announced from Sweet Grass (10). 
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1911 Great Falls, Montana Timeline, continued 

8 February 1911 Fifty members of the state legislature took a special train to Warm Springs to inspect the asylum 
facilities there. A Tribune correspondent related highlights of that tour in an article (3).  

9 February 1911 Mrs. Elizabeth Preston died Wednesday at her son’s home; she was to be buried at Kirkesville, 
Missouri (7). Paul Mason of Rosebud Alley was badly burned while trying to ignite a coal fire using ker-
osene; he was in the hospital (10). Students in all 7 public schools within Great Falls participated in fire 
drills conducted by the city fire department (10). 

10 February 1911 Nicholas Hansen of Great Falls died Feb. 9; he was an 18-year resident of the city (10). 

11 February 1911 Death: Gladys Lundberg, 3 weeks, Great Falls (5). The Library Board met to begin planning the 
new Children’s Department (5). In District Court, eight aliens became American citizens: Mike  Glover, 
John Kleus, John Kruger, John Mulberry, James Noble, Matthew James Tracy, Frank F. H. Walmun, and 
James Wilson (7). 

12 February 1911 Musselshell County was signed into law on Feb. 11 (1). The Lunch Club met at the New Park 
Hotel to debate the commutation of homesteads—Senator Gibson spoke in opposition to the plan (4). 
Deer Lodge defeated GFHS in basketball; afterward, there was a school dance at Doswald’s Hall (8). 
“Playgrounds Make Athletes” was the headline on p. 9. Great Falls Board of Commerce named members 
of all of its Standing Committees for 1911 (14). 

13 February 1911 Deaths and Funerals: D. A. Olson, Paul Mason (burn victim), Dennis Holstad, Michael Han-
sen, Gladys Lundberg, infant twins of W. E. Black, infant son of Thomas Streit, infant daughter of J. N. 
Clarke, an unidentified man found dead on the Great Northern Railway, coming from Hardy, and Mike 
Costello (6). 

14 February 1911 The County Superintendent received petitions for new schools at St. Peter’s, District 3, and at 
Geyser (5). John Vasil, Slav, died after an operation; he had been shot by Bubnash at a Stockett Saloon 
about a week previous (7). Anna Nepstad, Minnesota House laundress, died on Feb. 13 (7). “The Beauty 
Spot”, a play, was to be performed soon at the Opera House (9). 

15 February 1911 The city’s tool house was moved from its location across from the Court House to Gibson Park 
(10). 

16 February 1911 Mrs. Mary Nolan, who died at Butte, was laid to rest at Calvary Cemetery (7).  

18 February 1911 Great Falls School trustees were asked to create two new schools—one near Big Falls, and one 
between Portage and Benton Lake (5). Miss Jenny L. Conner, city librarian, left on a trip to visit Children 
Sections in libraries in Chicago and Madison, Wisconsin (5). 

19 February 1911 The Legislature had completed its 35th vote to select a U.S. Senator for Montana, and was still 
deadlocked (1). City Engineer H. C. Allen gave a report on street improvements: more than 25 miles of 
concrete sidewalks had been created in the past four years; his report summarized 21 years of improve-
ments and expenditures (7). Great Northern Railway announced plans to build a new $80,000 Freight 
House at Great Falls (14). 

21 February 1911 The New St. Thomas Orphan’s Home would be open on Feb. 22 in Great Falls as advertised by 
the Sisters of Providence (10). Mrs. Fannie E. (Bowen) Conrad died at Helena; she had lived in Great 
Falls until late 1910 (10). 

22 February 1911 George W. Parker of Willow Creek died unexpectedly and was to be buried at Great Falls (5). 
Swearingen and McCulloh, civil engineers, produced an up-to-the minute map of Great Falls which was 
being displayed downtown (10). 

23 February 1911 William Albright sold his limestone quarries in Sluice Box Canyon, Belt Creek, to the Boston 
& Montana Smelter; Albright had provided up to six-railroad car loads of limestone per day to the Smel-
ter for 21 years—the limestone being used in “fluxing” during copper production. This sale of 1500 acres 
was the largest mining deal for years in Cascade County(1). Right alongside a huge list of new books 
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1911 Great Falls, Montana Timeline, continued 

available at the public library, the Tuesday Music Club advertised its community recital, featuring local 
musicians (7). St. Thomas Orphan’s Home (building) officially opened—the community was invited to 
visit during the opening celebration (10). 

24 February 1911 The Great Falls Public Schools had 3,110 students enrolled as of February (7). The Minutes of 
the Cascade County Commissioners for its January meetings were published. The Road Fund published 
the names of all citizens who had received pay for working on the county roads (by road district) (9). 

25 February 1911 Earl Wrenn was sent to the Miles City Reform School(5). Great Falls got 3inches of snow(10). 

26 February 1911 Marie Weller, 2, died of pneumonia (7). The U.S. Census Bureau released its Agriculture and 
 General Farm Data Report, with data from the 1910 U.S. Census (13). 

27 February 1911 M. H. Luther, local saloon owner, announced his retirement after being 23 years in the saloon 
business (8). Mr. and Mrs. Charles Weller thanked the community for its condolences in the death of 
their daughter (8). 

28 February 1911 Nettie L. Dickson, 27, of Stanford, died in Great Falls. Mrs. Margaret Cameron, 68, died at her 
Great Falls home (7). 

Deaths in February: 

 Anna Anderson; Anna Ansahl; Black, infant twins; Mrs. Margaret Cameron; Mrs. Clara Charteris; 
Clarke infant daughter; Cole infant; Mrs. Fannie E. (Bowen) Conrad; Mike Costello; Nettie L. Dickson; 
Michael Hansen; Dennis Holstad; Victor Johnson; Mrs. Catherine Keenan; Gladys Lundberg, Fred Mar-
tin; Paul Mason; Viola Nedeau; Anna Nepstad; Mrs. Mary Nolan; D. A. Olson; George W. Parker; Mrs. 
Elizabeth Preston; Frederick C. Shepherd; Streit infant son; Unknown man; John Vasil; Marie Weller. 

March 1, 1911 The Mexican War reached the U.S. border; Mexican rebels invaded Naco, Arizona, and Mexican 
Federal troops also there (2). The Montana Legislature had taken 46 votes in their selection process for 
Montana’s U.S. Senator. Candidates were: Conrad, Walsh, and Carter (2). New laws passed by legisla-
ture were listed (3). Deaths and funerals: Mrs. Hattie V. Dickson, who died at Columbus Hospital, and 
Carl Davidson, funeral at the German Lutheran Church (5). An unidentified man was found frozen to 
death near Vaughn (7). Infant Amelia Martinich of Little Chicago, died. Henry George, Jr. lectured on 
three different topics with the Civic Club’s sponsorship. All lectures were free—the first at Carnegie 
Hall (library), later, the Unitarian Church and last, the Presbyterian Church (10). 

 March 2, 1911 Milo D. Ford of Cascade died at the Columbus Hospital (5). Deaths and funerals: Anna McMah-
on, 2, St. Thomas Orphan’s Home, of pneumonia; James B. Aleshire, 14 days, at the Columbus Hospital 
(7). The brick for the new Simms School had arrived (9). Fort Benton had several cases of  smallpox 
(10). Senator Gibson moved his office to # 37, Tod Block (10). 

 March 3, 1911 Henry L. Myers of Hamilton was chosen by legislature as Montana’s U.S. Senator (1, 2). Miss 
Lucy A. Major, former County Superintendent, was granted leave by School District #1 due to illness 
(6). W. O. Mosolo, 71, died at his home, 905 9th Avenue South; Mrs. George Schowolel died at Deaco-
ness Hospital (10). 

March 4, 1911 Senator Henry L. Myers spoke on his positions concerning income and inheritance taxes, military 
spending, direct election of senators, reciprocity with Canada; he pronounced himself to be of the 
“Jeffersonian School” in philosophy (1). There was an article on “How Glacier Park Will Be Gov-
erned”,  specifying state interests (9). The “Belt to Tiger Butte Telephone Company” filed papers of 
incorporation, with 25 stockholders (10). Miss Sallie Smith (Greene), 920 3rd Avenue North, died (10). 
C. J.  Hutton, 29, was arrested for carrying a concealed weapon (10). 

March 5, 1911 Little Grace Lundberg, twin, died at home (9). Mayor Charles F Murphy urged city improvements 
including lighting districts, sidewalk extensions, and more boulevards (12). 

March 6, 1911 Bills passed into law by the Montana Legislature were explained on pages 4 and 9. David Wood 
took office as the Cascade County Treasurer (7). 
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1911 Great Falls, Montana Timeline, continued 

March 7, 1911 Two regiments of U.S. Infantry were rushed to the California border with Mexico to protect  that 
border area (1). Relatives of those who lost their lives in the summer 1910 western fires were to receive 

some compensation, as voted by the U.S. Congress (2). Eva Barker, Belt woman accused of murder, 
walked free after witnesses disappeared (7). Swan F. Anderson, 58, died at the Columbus Hospital (10). 

March 8, 1911 Wind picked up a 1400-foot trestle on McGiffin Coulee near Stockett and hurled it to the ground. 
About 50% of the workforce at the mine there were forced into idleness until the trestle could be re-
paired (1). P. C. Hauge, 45, died at Deaconess Hospital (10). Dr. J. Fairfield, County Health Officer, 
urged smallpox vaccination for everyone as the only way to wipe out the disease; he spoke after it was 
discovered that the smallpox outbreak at Fort Benton was not contained (10). 

March 9, 1911 President Taft advised Mexico that U.S. military maneuvers at the border and on the sea were just 
that—military maneuvers (1). The nationwide Child Labor Committee began its session in Alabama; 
every state was represented (4). Infant Groskopf, Eden, died. S. F. Anderson’s burial was to be in Ne-
braska (5). P. B. Buchanan, pioneer of the county, died at his home on Willow Creek (7). Arthur Wright 
of GFHS was invited to attend the Naval Academy at Annapolis (10). 

March 10, 1911 Funeral: infant son of Matt Stanch (5). Citizen critics remarked about the dirty condition of Cen-
tral Avenue in a meeting with the Mayor (10). 

March 11, 1911 President Taft urged wiping out all tariffs between the U.S. and Canada as a new treaty was dis-
cussed; he decried sectionalism and partisanship seen in the U.S. Congress (1). An editorial by national 
writer Haskins explained “The China Situation” in detail. Marriage Health Certificates were being pro-
posed by the Montana Legislature (4). At GFHS, competitive baseball for boys was being organized for 
the first time in the school’s history (6). T.C. Penny, entrepreneur, leased a space at 309  Central Ave-
nue, and planned to convert the space into a “picture show” theater which would be open by April 13 
(7). Nine were naturalized in U.S. Court at Great Falls: Peter Hagen; Dore Dayak of Stockett; Elias 
Doyra of Sand Coulee; William McLean; Stephen Leckie, Stockett; Samuel Goodman; Daniel Reardon; 
Joseph Ratmansky; and Adam Mack, Stockett (7). The Fair Hotel was sold to Mrs. Nellie McAllister, 
who once owned the McAllister Undertaker Parlor (10). Peter C. Fitzkee resigned as police man to be-
come a saloon owner. John Flaherty took his place on the Great Falls Police force (10). 

March 12, 1911 Dr. A. C. Runaway, President of the University of Montana was in town to present six lectures 
on U.S. history as part of the Civic Club’s free talks to the community (9). Little Francis P. Stanton, age 
2, died of scarlet fever (12). Plans for the soon-to-be erected Ursuline Academy were nearly complete, 
and springtime construction was slated (12). 

March 13, 1911 Annual session of the National Child Labor Congress ended; their focus was to be the adoption 
of uniform child labor laws across all states (1). Thousands of elk in Yellowstone National Park were 
dying of starvation (2). The job of railroad ticket agent was explained by Haskins (4). Rev. E. P. Gib-
ney’s Presbyterian Church sermon was available on page 5. Local businessmen formed an association to 
take over George Reed’s franchise in the Union League, thus assuring that a Great Falls baseball team 
would form and play in the multi-state league for the 1911 summer (8).  

March 14, 1911 The Great Falls Civic Club recapped its successful season—they had a membership of 900 and 
still had money in the treasury after their sponsorship of lectures and performances (6). Several property 
owners on the north side objected to the potential of an undertaking business near their homes (7). A 

Democratic caucus was being held to nominate candidates for city offices (10). 

March 15, 1911 At least 20,000 were dead in China, the result of plague (1). Haskins, national editorial writer, 
explained the current Mexican Revolution for readers (4). Matt Griswold’s death was announced, with 
burial in Calvary Cemetery (5). 

March 16, 1911 Democrats nominated C.F. Murphy for mayor and Herman Nalbach for city treasurer. Those 
who participated in the nomination process were all named (1). Army remount horses trained through 

Billings on their way to U.S. troops stationed on the Texas-Mexico border (2). St. Patrick’s Day  cele-
brations were planned, beginning with a church service at St. Ann’s Cathedral (7). Miss Harriet Hennum 
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was appointed to the Board of County Teachers’ Examiners (7). Thirty road supervisors were appointed 
for neighborhoods across the county (7). 

March 17, 1911 A feature explained, in detail, the job of railroad mail clerks (3). John Schaubslager, embalmer 
for Berthold Undertaking, returned from Helena with his diploma for embalming (5). Tom Wheeler, an 
old timer, told others of how Wheeler got the famous sash that Charley Russell wears. According to 
Wheeler, he obtained the sash while tramping in Alaska, and later gave it to Russell (7). Petitioners from 
Township 22, range 4 East, Woodworth District, came to the District 1 School Board to request a school 
at that site (10). Republicans were contemplating the nomination of Ashton to oppose Murphy in the 
mayoral race. 

March 18, 1911 Theodore Roosevelt was in Grand Canyon with his family; they were riding mules, taking the 14
-mile trail down to the bottom of the canyon (1). At GFHS, the Tribune awarded a prize for the winning 
baseball team among the four classes (6). A community meeting was planned to formally nominate Dis-
trict #1 School Board members for the next year—the election to be held on April 1 (8).  The University 
Club’s Reading Room added several publications—Cosmopolitan magazine, the Boston  Daily and Sun-
day Globe, the New York Daily, Sunday Times, San Francisco Daily, Sunday Examiner,  the Chicago 
Daily, and the Sunday Record Herold (7). Funeral announced for: infant child Conitch who died at the 
Columbus Hospital, and Mrs. Casper Stephens of Little Chicago, who died at the Columbus Hospital 
(7). George L. Burns of Indiana moved to Great Falls to take the position of park superintendent. Burns 
had graduated from Notre Dame University and was formerly city engineer at La Porte, Indiana (10). 

 

March 19, 1911 T. Roosevelt, former president, pushed the button that formally opened the Roosevelt storage 
dam in Arizona (1). Leroy Coons, head of the Great Falls City Beautification Committee, spoke of com-
petitions among homeowners to improve lawns and yards (3). The Knights of Columbus announced 
plans to initiate 50 new members (5). Mexico’s mineral wealth was described by Haskins on the editori-
al page (6). R. Doswald sold his grocery store to Ed Smock (7). The foundation was in for the trestle 
wrecked by wind out at Stockett on March 7 (9). Mrs. Lavina Brown, 52, died at her ranch home and 
was brought to Great Falls for burial (12). 
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March 20, 1911 The Income Tax Amendment to the U.S. Constitution still required votes from nine more states 
in order to be ratified; Montana had already ratified the amendment (1). Registration to vote in the 
School District 1 Great Falls Trustee election was open from March 23-25 in preparation for the April 1 
vote (5). Mrs. Marie Knudson, 37, died at Deaconess Hospital (8). Byron De Forest advertised himself 
as a candidate for mayor, saying he would play no favorites, allow no one to tell him what to do, regu-
late saloons, compel the Red-Light District to move from the center of town, make every man pay his 
debts, deny saloons the right to cash pay checks, enforce gambling laws, and ensure that large business-
es pay workers at least twice a month (8).  

March 21, 1911 The committee sent to Washington, D.C. to confer with Interior Department officials concerning 
a Sun River irrigation project reported back to the Great Falls Board of Commerce. Litigation was hold-
ing up the final approval (3). The city’s new gravel-crushing plant on Prospect Hill was in full operation 
(4). Funerals: Mrs. Casper Stevens of Black Eagle, and Mrs. Lavina Brown (5). Police Judge Peter Ar-
nold turned 80; he provided a good dinner and cigars all around for the prisoners in jail! (6). School 
funds and enrollment numbers for each of the 60 Cascade County school districts were listed on page 7. 
Mrs. Mary Paul, age 43, 320 4th Avenue South, died (7). Obituaries listed: Wm. H. Collins, Belt rancher, 
age 55; Mrs. Marie Knudson, age 37, Farmington, who died at a Great Falls hospital (10). 

March 22, 1911 Notice of city election, and notice of registration for the Great Falls school board election were 
prominently listed (4). The Great Falls High School baseball championship was won by the juniors (6). 
“Havana”, a musical play was coming to the Opera House (6). At a Board of Commerce smoker, Sena-
tor Paris Gibson contributed $1,000 toward a fund to bring manufacturing to Great Falls (7). Emmerson 
& Wright, performers down at the Bijou Theater were changing their show, and promised many new 
songs (7). Hurley and Groton, owners of the Top-Notch Bar, dissolved their partnership (10). 

March 23, 1911 A story on Montana divorces and marriages for the year 1910 noted that there were 665 divorces 
granted and 962 marriages celebrated (3). James W. Speer was nominated for Great Falls mayor by the 
Republican caucus (7). The Great Northern train # 235 from St. Paul was due in Great Falls with two 
carloads of homesteaders (7). B. J. Boorman of the Boorman-Holter Company added another $1,000 
toward the manufacturing fund started by Paris Gibson (10). 

March 24, 1911 Burnish, Stockett saloon owner, and on trial for murder, claimed self-defense in the killing of 
John Vasil (7). Charles M. Russell, artist, and his wife were in New York City preparing for an April 
exhibition of his paintings. They had been gone from Great Falls for about three months (10). 

March 25, 1911 Deaths: Infant son of Richard A. Kaester, Highwood—the baby died in Great Falls; Thomas 
Beaumont (5). Mrs. Minnie Phillips and Mrs. Emma Nevills joined a field of six other candidates for 
election to the Great Falls School Board (10). 

March 26, 1911 Nearly 150 workers died in New York City in a deadly conflagration, the Triangle Shirtwaist 
Factory Fire (1). New quarantine rules were published by the Montana State Board of Health; “absolute 
quarantine” was mandated for scarlet fever, scarletina, scarlet rash, diptheria, and a limited quarantine 
for measles. The county health officer would determine the level and length of quarantine (1-2). A musi-
cal concert was advertised for the First Baptist Church (4). A German singing club was organized, with 
Karl Reitnauer as president (4). The Geyser Judith Basin Times made its debut (7). Horace Dunavent, a 
Great Falls Street Railway Company employee, had traveled at least 280,000 miles in his 20 years as a 
ticket-taker (8)! John Balach, 32, was killed in a cave-in of a sewer trench on 8th Street South (9). Sa-
loon keeper Bubnash of Stockett was acquitted of murder in his trial (9). More than 1,090 men and 
women of Great Falls registered to vote in the school district election (12). Dr. C.E.K. Vidal sold his 
westside drugstore to his clerks, C.E. Kenyon and Frank Wheeler (12). 

March 27, 1911 A Coroner’s jury determined that Balach’s death was caused by his own negligence (5). Robert 
McGeorge, 58, smelterman, died at his home in Great Falls (5). Miss Lena Johnson, 18, was attacked by 
an assailant as she walked home from work; she fought off the attacker (8).  

March 28, 1911 The Electric Rail new carbarn site was selected—a place on 14th Street (3). The 5-year old son of 
A. B. Jones, Choteau, died of peritonitis at the Deaconess Hospital (5). Alfred Malmberg’s infant, 1 
month, died at home (5). Charles Moyer, President of the Western Federation of Miners, visited Great 
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Falls (7). Ranch hand John McMaster of Sunnyside was found dead—probably from a heart attack (7). 
Voter registration for the city election proved huge, with 100 per hour registering on the first day (10). 

March 29, 1911 Frederic Haskin’s series on Mexico stretched to 21 articles, all of these appearing on the editorial 
page (6). More than 1150 registered to vote in the city election, in just two days (8). “Harem Dresses” 
were finally available at The Paris Department Store (10). 

March 30, 1911 A gold strike was made near Helena, resulting in a small stampede (1). An infant son of the Ab-
ernathey family at Stockett died (5). Miss Gussie Zappa was still in a coma at the Deaconess Hospital; 
her coma had lasted 30 days thus far (7). 

March 31, 1911 The minutes of the Cascade County Commissioners were available, documenting their February 
meeting. These minutes were sometimes more than one page, and listed all who were eligible to be paid 
(3). Great Falls High School boys began their track season (6). Great Falls National Bank President, R. 
S. Ford was back from a tour of Texas and Colorado (10). Mrs. E. J. Dugas, ranch woman, was held up 
by a robber as she drove home to her Sun River Bench home (10). 

Deaths in March:   

 James B. Aleshire; Swan F. Anderson; John Balach; Thomas Beaumont; Mrs. Lavina Brown; P. B. Bu-
chanan; Wm. H. Collins; Conitch infant; Carl Davidson; Mrs. Hattie V. Dickson; Milo D. Ford; Matt 
Griswold; Groskopf infant; P. C. Hauge; Jones Infant; Kaester infant; Mrs. Marie Knudson; Grace 
Lundberg; Malmberg infant; Amelia Martinich; Robert McGeorge; John McMaster; Anna McMahon; 
W. O. Mosolo; Mrs. Mary Paul; Mrs. George Schowolel; Miss Sallie Smith (Greene); Matt Stanch; 
Francis  P. Stanton; Mrs. Casper Stevens; John Vasil. 

April 1, 1911 Frank Peter, an Italian Great Northern Railway section man, died of inflammation of the brain (5). 

Seniors at GFHS selected the Eklund Studio for their class portraits (7). 

April 2, 1911 Cascade County Treasurer David M. Woods released his first monthly report on the financial health 
of the county (2). In the local school board election, incumbent trustees handily won both Great Falls 
precincts. The party tickets were advertised as “citizens ticket” and` “socialist ticket”. The citizens ticket 
(McIver, Eliot, Asemann, Bailey) won (2). Miss Alma Youlin of the Midnight Sun Company appeared 
at the Grand Opera House (4). In addition to personal notes on Great Falls citizens, the Society Page 
featured these clubs: Jolly Eight Club (cards); Tuesday Afternoon Social Club, Sunflower Club
(needlework), Women’s Relief Corps, Wise and Otherwise Club (needlework), Rebekah Lodge, Fort-
nightly Supper dance, Pow Wow Club (cards), Primrose Club (cards), Lady Macabees, Shakespeare 
Club, Three Fours Club (team whist), St. Ann’s Sodality, Bridge for Young People Club (5). Players 
selected to play on George Reed’s Great Falls Union baseball team were told to report for training on 
April 11 (8). Several high school boys installed individual wireless telegraph stations at home and talked 
to each other via Morse Code. Boys mentioned as having these stations included Warren Weaver, Tay-
lor Lasher, Fred Pearson, Leslie Pettigrew, Hamilton Steele, Ellis Paine, Arthur Moon, LeRoy Johnson, 
Bruce Curnutt, and Arthur Oswald (9). 

April 3, 1911 The Farmers Market conducted within Great Falls was regarded as a great success (3). The Black 
Eagle Band began planning for their summer concert series in Great Falls (10). 

April 4, 1911 Winners in the city election were announced: James Speer, Mayor; Herman Nalbach, Treasurer; 
Peter Arnold, Police Judge; G. Asselstine, First Ward; Frank C. Murray and Joseph McClintock, Second 
Ward; Charles H. Austin, Third Ward; Henry Pearce, Fourth Ward and Frank Arndt, Fifth Ward (1). 

April 5, 1911 John Hopkins, 69, died at Columbus Hospital (5). Great Falls Moose added more than 20 members 
(7). Snow had fallen in Great Falls—about 4 inches (10). 

April 6, 1911 Company M, Second Regiment, MT National Guard was formed in Fort Benton (2). Haskins fea-
tured the Child Welfare Congress and The National Congress of Mothers, organizations devoted to the 
improvement of child welfare (4). The Library Board ordered furniture for the new Children’s Room at 
GFPL (7). The Great Falls Music House moved into a larger store (10). 
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April 7, 1911 Thirteen women in Colorado were elected to municipal offices (1). Barbados was featured in a trav-
elogue, p. 3. Haskin featured the coming Royal Coronation (new king) in England (4). Mike Yokel, Salt 
Lake City wrestler was in town to wrestle Pearl T. Beeman of Great Falls at the Grand Opera House (6). 
The Great Falls # 1 School Board raised maximum salaries for teachers in response to other Montana 
towns raising their maximums (7). School terms at Portage and East and West Benton Lake began on 
April 3; these were District #1 schools (7).  

April 8, 1911 Mrs. J. P. McCormick (nee Powers) died at Butte and her body was brought to Great Falls for buri-
al at Calvary Cemetery; she was a former GF resident (3). Tony McDonald, 4, of 500 1st Avenue  South, 
died at home (5). Beeman was reported injured in his match with Yokel—the wrestling match lasted 1 
¾ hours (6). 

April 9, 1911 The Street Commissioner issued the following warning: “Parties having chickens running at large 
over street and boulevards must take care of them at once.” (7) Mr. and Mrs. George H. Stanton wrote 
about their 3-month tour of Europe, in a feature on p. 9. Charles M. Russell was featured in The New 
York Times as he continued his New York exhibition of his paintings (11). 

April 10, 1911 Lewis J. Duncan, Butte’s Socialist Mayor-elect, described Socialism to about 1,000 Great Falls 
people at Luther’s Hall (3). John Walsh of 527 5th Avenue Southwest, an old-timer, died (3). Edward 

Morris, 19, GNRR car shop employee, died at Columbus Hospital (3). The three swans owned by the 
city were turned loose in Gibson Park pond after having their wings clipped (5). “Electrics” was the 

name selected for the Great Falls Baseball League team, after a naming contest ended (7). William Gir-
ris, 14,  of 404 7th Street South, died at Columbus Hospital (7). Vinko Baretich, smelter worker, had his 
arm amputated after a work-related accident (7). W. H. George, president of the Great Falls Auto Club, 

announced “Summer Run” plans and advance planning for the arrival of Minnesota State Auto Associa-
tion members during summer (10). 

April 11, 1911 Ole Olsen, popular comedian, was slated to appear at the Grand Opera House (3). In a City Coun-
cil meeting, votes in the recent election were canvassed, and fire department service limits were again 
defined (9). 

April 12, 1911 The U.S. Dept. of Agriculture released a report on Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever, noting that it 
was most virulent in Montana’s western Bitterroot Valley (2). Theodore Roosevelt visited Helena; in 
addition to officials, Teddy visited with cattlemen he knew when he belonged to the Montana Stock-
growers Association (3). Emil Keranen, 23, Sand Coulee, died at Columbus Hospital after his leg was 
severed by a moving train out at Sand Coulee (12). 

April 13, 1911 The Union Baseball League opener was set to occur in Great Falls on April 25 (8).  

April 14, 1911 Mayor James W. Speer tentatively planned to make the following appointments: Augustus H. 
Gray, GF City Attorney; Wm. H. Harrison, GF City Clerk; and Marcus Anderson, Chief of Police (2). 
School District Clerks and Board members of various Cascade County school districts filed their oaths 
of office (7). Sheriff John A. Collins stopped an amateur boxing event being held at the Grand Opera 
House, upholding a state law that made such events illegal; the combatants fled when they were advised 
they would be arrested (8). More than 120 boys and girls received First Communion at St. Ann’s Cathe-
dral. Thirteen were from St. Thomas Orphan’s Home (9). 

April 15, 1911 The Raweis Family, native New Zealanders, talked about New Zealand at the Grand Opera House, 
as a part of the Civic Club’s programs. New Zealand women have had the right to vote for 20 years, and 
those people over 60 receive a pension from the government (6). Per the state legislature, counties were 
paying $15.00 for a mature wolf scalp (7). Wilbur L. Fitzpatrick’s funeral was announced (7). Sioux 
City, Iowa, boosters came to Great Falls to advertise their city, and in return, find out about Great Falls 
(7). Four men were admitted to citizenship: Albert Herman Edmund Hover, Gregory Venetz, Hans 
Amundsen, and George Teriniski (10). 

April 16, 1911 John Hagenson and George Speck were arrested for operating an illegal gambling operation at 
Hagenson’s cigar store (1). The Great Falls District #1 School Board awarded the building of Wood-
worth School (15 miles north of the city) to Empire Lumber Company; Superintendent Largent, per 
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state law, was given a 3-year contract (2). Back in Helena, a legislative committee began its work to 
codify and revise the education laws of Montana (2). The Great Falls HS Girls’ Basketball team, which 
won the state championship by defeating Helena HS on March 3, was pictured: Miss Bessie Boal, 
Coach;  Elsie Sanders, Anna Robertson, Gertrude Skinner, Elizabeth Springer, Laura McMann, Hope 
Lanning, Louise Webber (4). The First Congregational Church dedicated its new building; full-page 
feature, including pictures (5). Seniors at GFHS were preparing for finals; all class members were listed, 
along with their addresses (9). The Montana State College Regimental Band would perform for GFHS 
students (11). Wayne Ellsworth Kerth, 9, 512 5th Avenue North, died of peritonitis while visiting his 
grandparents (14). 

April 17, 1911 The fire department responded to a prairie fire at Boston Heights, and also a chicken house fire 
there (5). 

April 19, 1911 Haskin’s informative article featured the Y.W.C.A. (4). Local contractors were advised via legal 
ad to submit bids for constructing and grading three miles of wagon road along Cottonwood Coulee out 
by Stockett (9). The Great Falls Park Board asked for bids to build bleachers out at Black Eagle Park 
(9). Robert A. Fitzhugh, a proprietor of the Anaconda Saloon at 206 1st Avenue South, committed sui-
cide at that place, after a friendly card game. An inquest was held (10). 

April 20, 1911 The Montana Stockgrowers Association was meeting at Miles City (1). The Standard Garage, 1st 
Avenue North and 6th Street opened in its new building, which was noted as being one of the most ex-
pensive, up-to-date auto facilities (4). Funerals were listed for: DeJana Daughter, age 13 months;  Ce-
celia Garrity, infant; Mrs. James Staples (5). The GF Electrics easily beat the Yannigans in first-game 
play (6). Litigation and court hearings continued in the case of the potential irrigation proposed out in 
Sun River country. The Flowerees, owners of 24,000 acres, accepted the government’s means of meas-
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urement--an important break in the case (10). 

April 21, 1911 A Russian Prince was noted as buying several of Charley Russell’s works at CMR’s New York 
Exhibition (9). John Mikili, 33, bridge builder out at Stockett, fell from the trestle and died instantly 
(12). Wm. Panzram, 70, drowned, and his wife was rescued after their raft capsized out near Cascade 
while they were collecting driftwood for their wood pile (12). Matt Lahti attempted suicide by drown-
ing, but was saved by Patrolman Semmingsen and Fire Chief Jewell (12). 

April 22, 1911 Wm. Malmberg, Belt bartender, died from a self-inflicted gunshot (1). A dog poisoner was at 
work on Great Falls’ south side—five dogs were killed (6). The new Rainbow Hotel would soon be 
open; construction fencing around the site was taken down (9). 

April 23, 1911 Theodore Lohman, 2, of Utica, died; his funeral was at Highland Cemetery (7). There were 3160 
students enrolled in GFPS, according to Supt. Largent’s report (7). At Drew & McDonald’s “Unloading 
Sale” several women fainted in the crush (9). Eddie Manning, Belt orphan and 12-year-old incorrigible, 
worried officials, as they had no place to send him (11). The New Imperial Theater, a motion-picture 
venue, was opening (14). New Mayor Speer appointed: Wm. H. Harrison, City Clerk; Augustus H. 
Gray, City Attorney; Joseph Herring, Street Commissioner; A. T. Kyle, Waterworks Registrar; August 
Bergstrom, Street Foreman; Dr. John H. Fairfield, City Health Officer; W.R. Luke, Weighmaster; Otto 
Bjornstad, Frank Proctor, Wm. Hall, Jailers (14). 

April 24, 1911 The old town of Hayden in Lincoln County was being returned to acreage (1). Cascade County 
Commission Minutes for March, 1911, were published (9). 

April 25, 1911 Helena baseball players were coming to town to play the Electrics—the opening game of the Un-
ion League season (1). City Council met (3). Census figures for Great Falls in the 1910 census were 
released—13, 948 (8). Judge Ben Lindsey, Denver, would speak on juvenile court work as a part of the 
Civic Club’s speaker series (12). 

April 26, 1911 At Black Eagle Park, 3600 fans watched The Electrics defeat Helena, 8 to 5. All local businesses 
closed for that opener game (1, 6). Judge Lindsey’s lecture on reforms which could benefit children was 
well-received by Great Falls citizens. He emphasized that playgrounds for children were a necessity, not 
a luxury, and explained the role of playgrounds developed within cities. “Children are often victims of 
their environment…” (7,10). 

April 27, 1911 Ethel Margaret Bennett, 3, 3219 5th Avenue North, died of scarlet fever (10). An orchardist, W. 
W. Sawyer, was the last in the series of Civic Club speakers; he spoke on raising apple trees (10). 

April 28, 1911 The U.S. Census Bureau released population figures for Montana places as officially noted in the 
1910 census (1, 2). School District #1, including Great Falls, had an official population of 17,130. John 
Rinn, employed at the smelter, lost a finger in an industrial accident there (5). Emory Buchanan Judd, 
55, Park Board member and pioneer implement dealer, died at Deaconess Hospital. A heart ailment was 
suspected (10). 

April 29, 1911 A state-wide Chautauqua would be held at Angel Point on Flathead Lake from July 1-23 (3). The 
New Rainbow Hotel was formally opened—and featured on p. 9. Thirty-six women took teacher exams 
(9). 

April 30, 1911 Helena sent a large delegation to the Rainbow Hotel opening (1, 5). The Montana Chautauqua 

season was reviewed on p. 3. A full-page story on p. 7 explained the new voter registration law for 
Montana. The new law allowed for continuous registration so long as the voter regularly voted. The 
initial registration required the following information, which was to be placed in official Registration 

books: Name in Full; Occupation; Age; Height; Nativity; Naturalized—When and Where; Residence, 
giving Street or Section and Township; Post Office Address; Length of time in state, county or city; 

School District #; City Ward #; Physical Disabilities, if any; Applicant’s Signature, and an oath of affir-
mation (7).  

Deaths in April:  
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 Frank Peter, John Walsh, Edward Morris, William Girris, Mrs. J. P. McCormick, Tony McDonald, John 
Hopkins, Emil Keranen, Wilbur L. Fitzpatrick, Wayne E. Kerth, Robert A. Fitzhugh, Daughter of DeJa-
na, Cecelia Garrity, Mrs. James Staples, John Mikili, Wm. Panzram, Wm. Malmberg, Theodore 
Lohman, Ethel M. Bennett, Emory B. Judd. 

May 1, 1911 The Electrics beat Helena in two baseball games before a “shivering crowd” (6). Efforts were being 
made to develop a Northwest Development League; 12 pullman cars on the railroad had delegates from 
St. Paul and Minneapolis on their way to a meeting in Helena. The Northwest Development League was 
organized as an effort to attract colonists to the area (7). A Scandinavian Club was being organized in 
Great Falls (10). Mayor Speer officially took office and immediately had problems getting some of his 
appointees confirmed (10). 

May 2, 1911 The U. S. Supreme Court ruled in a case to decide grazing rights--“Supreme Court Decides That 
Federal Government May Set Aside Public Land for Forest Reserves and Establish Rules and Regula-
tions Concerning Them—State Fencing Lines Do Not Apply”. This was a big issue in Montana (1). 
Butte announced plans to “reform” its Red-Light District (1). The Milwaukee Railway announced plans 
to build a line to Yellowstone Park within the year. Tourists were pleased (1). Sun River water rights 
litigation hearings were at an end, and the decision was in the hands of the judge (3). A live perfor-
mance of “The Merry Widows” was at the Grand Opera Theater (3). Haskin’s article of the day centered 
on “Commission Government” as a means to take care of city problems which had outgrown the mayor-
al form of government in many cities across the U.S. (4). According to land office employees, there 
were 385 homestead filings locally in April (5)! The Great Falls City Council met; the proceedings were 
recorded in an article (7). Many Great Falls businessmen announced that they would attend the Helena 
meeting of the Northwest Development League to hear speeches about ways to attract settlers (10). 

May 3, 1911 Charles Ballard had purchased the City Stables and announced it would continue as a general livery, 
feed, hack, and transfer business (5). Brother Van, Methodist preacher, was back in Great Falls after 
spending a month on his preaching circuit (7). More than 100 businessmen were attending the Helena 
meeting held to decide how to attract colonists to the area (10). 

May 4, 1911 Phil Gibson sold his interest in the Electric City Land Company, planning to work instead with his 
father, Paris Gibson (2). The roster of Eastern boosters advocating for a Northwest Development League 
was published (7). 

May 5, 1911 More than 500 attended the organizational meeting of the Northwest Development League in  Hele-
na. Louis Hill, president of the Great Northern Railway, became the chairman on permanent organiza-
tion of the League (1, 2). Adolph Levine was buried at Highland Cemetery (5). School Trustees,  Dis-
trict #1, were visiting the new Franklin School building, and making plans to buy two lots adjacent to 
Lincoln School for a playground (6). Street Commissioner Joe Herring was sprinkling streets prior to 
sweeping, an improvement so far as citizens were concerned (7).  

May 6, 1911 Lewis Penwell, Helena, was elected president of the new Northwest Development League, which 
would meet twice a year to push development of Oregon, Washington, Alaska Territory, Idaho, Mon-
tana, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Minnesota (1). Chief of Police Pontet and Humane Officer Jacob 
de Hart organized a Juvenile Court in Great Falls, based on programs in other cities (12). 

May 7, 1911 Two new cars for the Great Falls Electric Properties were being outfitted for immediate use (7). 

Cruising the Missouri River was “in”. Owners of launches and canoes being used on the Missouri River 
at Great Falls included: Henry Tietgen, Kaufman and Young, Bridgeman, Hill & Bovee, Whypper, 

Pearson, Hoag, Judson & Allen, Ole Wickner, George Evans, Walter Herman, Hensler Brothers, Hansen 
Brothers, Lee Deffabaugh, R. E. Skelly, Charles E. Johnston, and Edward Kruse. Chris Volk had the 

largest launch, 40 feet long, named the “Montana” (9). The Board of Commerce bought 1,000 feet of 
film in the GNRR’s moving picture film to be made in the near future. The reserved space was to fea-
ture Great Falls (12). 

May 8, 1911 Independent semi-pro baseball teams in the area began their season with a game between Fort Ben-
ton and Great Falls—Great Falls won (2). Meanwhile, Great Falls Electrics led the six-member Union 
Association League, with 9 games won and 2 losses (6). 
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May 9, 1911 The two new electric trolleys placed in service had slide-up windows, allowing the cars to be used as 
open-air coaches (2). Charles Curren, Sunday School Missionary, died at the Deaconess Hospital (7). 
May 9 was Arbor Day, celebrated in Great Falls Public Schools with ceremonies by children. Children 
were taught that corners of school lots should be planted with trees and cared for by the school children 
(8). Martin L. Morris was appointed City Engineer, and Arthur Leweke, Sanitary Policeman. Boston 
Heights Park was slated for new trees and more improvements, as noted by the City Park Board (9). A 
considerable number of public works improvements were formally approved by the City Council—a 
major improvement was more sidewalks (9). 

May 10, 1911 Joe Hamilton, former Cascade County Sheriff was shot and killed at Conrad in a tragic incident. 
The headline on page 1 read: “Tragedy in Conrad Grave-Robbing Case. Josephus Hamilton Killed By 
Mistake. In Attempt to Capture the Body Snatchers the Former Sheriff of Cascade County Is Shot by the 
Conrad Boys. Had a Trap Laid for the Body Snatchers.” The Great Northern Railroad planned to build 
several Swiss-style hotels in Glacier National Park (4). Helen Slight, 2, died at the family home, 224 2nd 
Avenue North (5). Great Northern Railroad planned to build a new freight house combined with an of-
fice block in Great Falls; bids were being accepted (7). The Great Falls Elks planned a dance and  dinner 
for 400 at the new Rainbow Hotel’s Palm Room (7). Retiring City Clerk W. P. Wren issued a City Fi-
nances Report (9), noting that license fees collected by the city had amounted to just under $24,000.00. 

May 11, 1911 Deputies failed to find the grave-robbing perpetrators, and Joe Hamilton’s autopsy was performed 
(1). Freshmen at GFHS were to present a literary program under the auspices of the Star and Crescent 
Literary Society (7). H. N. Savage of the U.S. Reclamation Service was on his way to the Sun River 
area to make a final inspection; other federal officials were also coming to the week-long inspection. 
Savage  commented that while they waited for the adjudication report (filed in court), workers were 
drilling at the dam site to ascertain the character of the rock and nature of the foundation site (10). 

May 12, 1911 The town of Choteau was finally going to get a railway link into Great Falls, courtesy of an  incor-
porated project, the Choteau & Great Falls Railway Company; the line was to be in place by January 1, 
1912 (1). Henry Warner, GFHS, got 1st place in the state-wide interscholastic declamatory contest in 
Missoula (7). The coroner’s jury in the Hamilton murder did not place blame—it determined that the 
bullets were fired by a person unknown (10). 

May 13, 1911 The Park Board’s new grader arrived; spring planting of trees in Great Falls parks was accom-
plished, with a total of 22,000 trees planted (2). Minutes of the County Commissioners for their April 
meetings were published (5). Lew Dockstader’s Minstrel Show at the Grand Opera House featured a 
“flying airplane” with Lew as the pilot (6). The Great Falls Electrics, playing down in Salt Lake City 
won their game 7-3. The Montana Bankers’ Association held their state meeting at the new Hotel Rain-
bow in Great Falls. H.W. Brown of Cascade was elected vice president (9). The city of Great Falls, after 
studying building regulations from 15-20 cities, decided to use Spokane’s 125-page building code, with 
minor alterations (9). The Civic Club decided to begin the process of advocating for, and building, a 
public auditorium in Great Falls (12). 

May 14, 1911 Kalispell urged the building of a road from Kalispell to Glacier Park, its Auto Club raising consid-
erable funds to be devoted to the project (1). John Sedlack, former Belt miner, died of injuries suffered 
two years previous (3). Miss Elsie Lawson, 3rd grade teacher at Lincoln, announced she would not ask 
for a renewal of her teaching contract; Miss Annie Brightman, Latin teacher at GFHS also announced 
she was leaving (3). Organizers were planning for a new Presbyterian Church in Boston Heights (4). 
The Geyser Times, printed in Great Falls, was taken over by two Great Falls men, Arthur J. Buell and 
M. E. Parrish. The paper was originally founded by the Geyser Commercial Club (6). 

May 15, 1911 Two-month old Josephine Boczkay, southwest Great Falls, died at home (5).  

May 16, 1911 U.S. Supreme Court ruled that Standard Oil Company was a monopoly and ordered it dissolved 
within 6 months (1). Mrs. Otella Nichols died; her body was shipped to Michigan (5). Mrs. Hessian died 
at the Columbus Hospital (5). Great Falls School District #1 Board met and approved telephone con-
tracts for certain schools starting in the fall (5). Boatowners in Great Falls met to form a club to promote 
their activities (6). Wm. P. Hayes, manager of the New Park Hotel, died after surgery at the Columbus 
Hospital (7). At the City Council meeting, boulevard matters were taken up, along with sprinkler issues 



Treasure State Lines                                                        Volume 44 Number 1 & 2 

17 

1911 Great Falls, Montana Timeline, continued 

and peddler licenses. According to a new law, theaters were to be charged a license fee of $100.00 per 
year, regardless of the types of performances (7). Al Jones, smelter employee, suffered a fractured skull 
in an accident there (7). A national board of underwriters gave Great Falls the #1 rating in the U.S. for 
least fire loss (10). Mrs. Thomas Curry returned from successful surgery at Mayo Brothers’ Hospital 
(10). Eighth grade examinations were announced for Cascade County; they were to be held at Neihart, 
Great Falls, Stockett, and Simms (10). 

May 17, 1911 Possible peace in the on-going Mexican War was announced. Hauser Lake Dam was hailed as 
complete; the lake began filling (1). The Boise Irrigators shut out the Great Falls Electrics in games at 
Boise (6). Rev. E. A. Wasson, formerly of Great Falls, wrote a letter to the newspaper hailing the high 
regard for artist Charles M. Russell in his New York exhibitions (7). Great Falls businessmen were in 
strong accord that a good wagon road needed to be constructed to the Canadian Border (7). Miss Mary 
M. White, GFHS teacher, resigned, preparatory to returning to her Oklahoma residence (10). 

May 18, 1911 The Great Falls Merchants’ Association celebrated its 1st anniversary with a dinner at the Palm 
Room, Hotel Rainbow (3). 

 

MISC ADS FROM 



Treasure State Lines                                                        Volume 44 Number 1 & 2 

18 

1911 Great Falls, Montana Timeline, continued 

 

May 19, 1911 Alfred M. Jones died of the injuries he suffered at the smelter (7). Alce Conjaraski’s ranch house 
near Manchester was searched for stolen articles from the Noble Mercantile and Alce was arrested. The 
actual search involved officers going in through a window after being denied entry by Mrs. Conjaraski 
(9). Local dairymen were up in arms over the state law giving state veterinarians the right to test and kill 
stock that tested positive for TB, with no compensation given (11). Montana Brewery avoided a strike 
by signing an agreement with the local union (12). 

May 20, 1911 The International City League was formed by Great Falls unions, who agreed to play a 75-game 
baseball season (8). Eugene Ely, famous flier, signed an agreement with Fair directors to make 4 flights 
in June (9). Ex-Mayor Murphy and O. S. Warden were appointed to the Board of Park Commissioners 
for Great Falls (9). George Schwartz, 12, Stockett, died at his home (9). The Great Falls Grand Army of 
the Republic Post began planning for their Memorial Day program (9). The Missouri River fell 6 inch-
es,an immediate effect of Hauser Lake Dam (12). 

May 21, 1911 The little town of Benchland planned to celebrate its 1st anniversary (2). “Mrs. Temple’s Tele-
gram”, a comedy starring May Roberts, was at the Grand (3). Warren Moses was appointed Chief Clerk 
in the City Engineer’s office (5). More than 60 couples (all named) attended the Fortnightly Club’s 
dance at the Hotel Rainbow’s Palm Room (6). GFHS Seniors beat the Juniors in an 11-inning baseball 
game to win the intramural contest (8). Theodore Mike, mule-driver in a Sand Coulee mine, died of a 
broken neck at the Lakeside Mine (12). 

May 22, 1911 The Mexican Peace Agreement was signed at Juarez, Mexico on May 21 (1).  

May 23, 1911 Ada A. Audet, Power, died at the Columbus Hospital. Marie Theresa Kommers, infant, died at the 
Columbus Hospital. Ellen E. Buckland, Stockett infant, died. Samuel J. Beebe, 50, died at the Columbus 
Hospital where he had been for several months (5). All sidewalks built in Great Falls, June 1-Dec. 31, 
1911 would be constructed by the Miracle-Tripp Company, as ordered by the City Council (7). Ranch-
ers near Highwood would get a much-needed bridge over Belt Creek, as ordered by the Cascade County 
Commissioners (10). 

May 24, 1911 The Montana Livestock Sanitary Board decreed that, when owners desire to keep their infected 
stock, tubercular cattle must be removed from dairy premises, branded with a “T” on the jaw, and de-
tained in a building not accessible to other livestock (1). As of May 23, rainfall was above average for 
the first time since 1906 (3). An ad for Haskin’s columns noted that the Panama Canal would be fea-
tured in 15 segments, beginning May 25 (4). The Sun River litigation, which adjudicated certain proper-
ty rights was completed, ready for the judge’s signature (7). 

May 25, 1911 Four complaints alleging violation of the Montana Child Labor Law were filed in court. Three 
were against Western Union Telegraph and one was against the Postal Telegraph Company. Both com-
panies were said to have employed under-age boys to deliver telegraphs (3). The Smith River Telephone 
Company was finally connected up at Ulm, providing 19 users with telephone service (3). K.B. McIver, 
Cascade County Commissioner, asked for an injunction against the state veterinarian’s plan to kill 38 of 
his dairy cows without providing compensation (7). Cascade County Commissioners met the new elec-
tion law; they redistricted and the county ended up with about 60 polling places (10). 

May 27, 1911 The Great Falls Electrics stood in 3rd place in the Union Association baseball standings (6).Down 
at the Imperial Theater, “Aida” was performed by actors and a 6-piece orchestra (7). 

May 28, 1911 Memorial Day services were announced for the Grand Opera Theater; veterans would attend a 
church service at the Baptist Church on the morrow (4). General John A. Logan, founder of Memorial 
Day, was featured in an article (4). The Great Falls Council, Knights of Columbus, inducted 67 new 
members at a dinner (12). Senator Paris Gibson was honored with the title of vice president of the 
American Unitarian Association at a meeting in Boston (12). 

May 29, 1911 The Silver Belt Mine at Neihart was leased out for a period of 15 months (3). Defects in Montana’s 
water rights laws were pointed out in an editorial on page 4. The Blackfeet Indian Agency purchased a 
steam plow for work at Browning (5). The Great Falls Electrics were back in Great Falls for a local se-



Treasure State Lines                                                        Volume 44 Number 1 & 2 

19 

1911 Great Falls, Montana Timeline, continued 

ries of games—they were still in 3rd place in the standings (6). George H. Goebel spoke at Luther Hall 
on the topic “What Socialism Is, and What It Is Not” (10). 

May 30, 1911 Men of the Baptist Church met to form an organization, naming D.C. Green as temporary president 
(5). It was a baseball game again, for the Electrics vs Missoula; the big news, however, was the antici-
pated equal split of profits among the six teams in the league for the games played thus far (6). Names 
of the school children who would sing at the Memorial Day services were published in the Memorial 
Day Program, all 107 of them (7). In a lengthy article, the school board announced the teachers for the 
1911-1912 school year. Listed were those for the following buildings: GFHS, Washington, Lincoln, 
McKinley, Whittier, Longfellow, Franklin, Hawthorne, Lowell, Field, and Ulm. Substitute teachers 
were announced, and supervisors for music, drawing, penmanship, manual training, and domestic sci-
ence were listed (10). 

May 31, 1911 Ray Harroun won the Indianapolis 500, going 500 miles in six hours, 41 minutes (1). “Notice of 
Sale of Personal Property to Pay Storage Charges”, an ad on p. 9, listed 25 people whose goods would 
be auctioned. GFHS Commencement week as announced as beginning June 2, culminating in gradua-
tion ceremonies June 8 and the Junior Class Ball on June 9 (10). 

Deaths in May:  

 Ada A. Audet, Samuel J. Beebe; Josephine Boczkay; Ellen E. Buckland; Charles Curren; Joseph Hamil-

ton; Wm. P. Hayes; Mrs. Hessian; Marie Theresa Kommers; Adolph Levine; Theodore Mike; Mrs. Otel-
la Nichols; George Schwartz; Helen Slight. 

June 1, 1911 The two telegraph companies in Great Falls were charged with violating the Child Labor Act (10). 
They were employing messengers who were below the age of 16. 

June 2, 1911 Anna Goditis, 15, Belt resident, drowned on Memorial Day (1).  

June 3, 1911 Ben L. Jones, 49, Cascade bartender, died after an illness of three weeks (3).  

June 5, 1911 Mrs. Elizabeth Hayes died in Great Falls on June 4 (5). Eighth grade examinations were announced 
for Great Falls, Belt, and Sunnyside (aka Vaughn). Paris Gibson visited the site of his first cabin on Ot-
ter Creek near Armington and reminisced about that time in his life (7). St. Anne’s Catholic Cathedral 
was the site of First Communion for 200 boys and girls. Confirmation was also held for a children (long 
list) (10). 

June 6, 1911 Mrs. Emma G. Weiden, 307 5th Avenue South, died and her funeral was announced (7). Dog poi-
sonings were occurring on the North side (7). The Great Falls Electrics baseball team would play the 
Boise Irrigators at Great Falls (8). City Council convened a committee of citizens from First Avenue 
North to study pavement procedures in other Northwest cities (9). Three canoeists on Broadwater Bay 
were saved from drowning by Olaf Wickner (12). Two new city additions were filed: Prospect Hill Acre 
tracts and First Addition to Willard (12). The Women’s Alliance of the Unitarian Church in Great Falls 
proposed that instructors for both boys and girl’s playground sports be hired, rather than just one for 
boys (12). 

June 7, 1911 E. H. Renisch of Butte was selected by the Montana State Board of Education to be the new presi-
dent of the Montana State Orphans’ Home (1). GNRR’s concrete retaining wall right below Black Eagle 
Park failed, leaving the railroad tracks high and dry (3). Class Day Exercises were held at Great Falls 
High School (7). Neihart miners were draining several large mines in preparation to resume work in 
them (10). 

June 8, 1911 The Great Falls Post Office handled 1.5 million pieces of mail in May, 1911 (3).  

June 9, 1911 The 7th annual convention of the Montana Federation of Womens’ Clubs was held in Bozeman (1). 
Pictures and a story about the GFHS Class of 1911 were featured (6). Franklin T. Struble was president 
of the class, while Arthur A. Oswald was the valedictorian. 
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June 10, 1911 Carrie Nation, famous saloon smasher, died at Leavenworth, Kansas (1). 

June 11, 1911 The Galt Mine announced a rich silver strike at Neihart (3). Trees in Great Falls numbered more 
than 65,000, and Paris Gibson urged that their care be placed with the Park Commission (3). Dorothy 
Dick, 5, of Flood, died of heart problems (4). Lloyd Cush, Bohemian, was found dead in the Great 
Northern Railroad Yard and a Coroner’s Jury declined to name the cause of death until they could inter-
view the last person seen with Cush (14). The Naylor residence in Boston Heights neighborhood was 
destroyed by fire (14). 

June 12, 1911 Eugene Ely would give a Flying Machine Exhibition in Great Falls on June 16 (7). The Park Board 
received a new steam engine and grading machine and immediately started improvements on Black Ea-
gle Park and Valaria Drive (10). Phil Gibson was ill (10). The Norwegian Lutheran Church held confir-
mation for 22 children (10). Nearly 3,200 students had been enrolled in Great Falls Public Schools by 
the end of the 1910-1911 school year (10). 

June 13, 1911 Dolly Marie Wilson, child, died in Great Falls (5). Petitioners from 3rd and 4th Avenue North pro-
tested the city’s plan for paving in their area, saying it was too expensive (7). 

June 15, 1911 A feature article with pictures explained how to provide first aid to a drowning victim (2). Colum-
bus Hospital nurses training school announced the graduation of eight nurses: Bertha M. Hickey, Viola 
L. Savage, Mary M. Presleigh, Winifred L. Rogers, Laura E. McKinnon, Virginia Flanagan, Cecelia 
O’Neil, and Beulah F. Jones (7). 

June 16, 1911 Madge Beatty began her summer work as an instructor at the new playgrounds for children; hun-
dreds flocked to the grounds to swing, play in the sand, and wade (3, 7). Page 4 was a discussion of the 
forty-state Chautauqua season (including Montana); some of the speaker topics included sanitation, 
child welfare, public education, and, of course, general education. Deaths: Edward Reincke, 67; twin 
babies Stevanje, 13 days; Mrs. Florence Bird, 24 (5). More than 300 students took the 8 th grade exams 
(5). The Board of Commerce took on the topic of cemetery improvements, deciding to form an associa-
tion, and to incorporate that association. Possibilities included water piped to the grounds along with 
beautification (10). 

June 17, 1911 George Cullen sawed his way out of the city jail (5)! Mrs. Julia Fessem, Sand Coulee, died (10). 
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Several Belt-area ranchers came to see County Commissioners about making a new road to the head of 
Little Belt Creek; they were informed about the petition process, then they attended the ball game and 
took in the aviation exhibit (10). 

June 18, 1911 Death: Wilcoxson infant daughter, funeral planned (4). McAllister Undertakers, briefly owned by 
George Berthold, was sold to Thomas F. O’Connor of Townsend, Montana, an experienced funeral di-
rector (7). GNRR photographer Seavolt was in Great Falls to take promotional shots of the area for the 
GNRR’s moving picture project of the Northwest (9). The Ringling Circus would be coming to Great 
Falls on August 9, performing in an area just north of the Great Falls Iron Works (12).  

June 19, 1911 The Hoffman Saloon, 201 First Avenue South, was sold to Charles Robinson of Glasgow (5). The 
state Epworth League Conference was announced for Great Falls, June 22-25 (7). Minutes of the Cas-
cade County Commissioners at their May sessions were published (9). 

June 20, 1911 The silver wedding anniversary of President and Mrs. Taft was front-page news.  School Board 
members voted to include a new class on common law at GFHS (3). The new Great Falls Cemetery As-
sociation completed its organization, electing officers and making plans to incorporate (5). Culligan’s 
Alabama Minstrels would appear in Great Falls, and tickets were on sale (7). The National Forest Reser-
vation Commission of Washington, D.C. met to ensure the preservation of the headwaters of navigable 
rivers in the U.S. (9). Farmers (105 of them) out near Ulm’s Big Bend petitioned Commissioners for a 
ferry rather than a bridge (10). Clarence Chitwood, age 15 of Whitlash died at a Great Falls hospital 
(10). 

June 21, 1911 Gibson Lake was filled, and swimming instruction began. Scantily-clad boys were reminded that 
they needed to wear full suits extending from the shoulders to the knees. Swim times for girls were also 
arranged. Baseball and basketball were also available at the playground (7).  

June 22, 1911 England celebrated the coronation of the new king, King George, and his Queen, Mary (1). The 
playground movement continued to be popular with citizens in Great Falls, with a meeting held on the 
West Side so that a playground could be established there (3). Infant son of Ed Flaherty died in Great 
Falls (7). Local auto owners agreed to donate some monies toward the improvement of the road be-
tween Great Falls and Cascade (10). 

June 23, 1911 The Great Falls Northside Fire Department fought a fire on the 15th Street Bridge—boards under 
the car tracks were burned and would need to be replaced (5). The city dump on the bank of the river at 
9th Avenue North and 6th, had a fire which was extinguished by the department (5). Mrs. Lucinda Gra-
ham, 79, died at her daughter’s home (10). The city library issued its yearly report, noting that placing 
250 books at three outlying schools to give access to children unable to get to the city. “In less than 6 
months, 600 books and 150 magazines were loaned 7,668 times…each…circulated 10 times.” The sum-
mertime loan program for citizens going out of Great Falls continued—a citizen could check out 6 
books for the summer, with books due back on September 15. Students at the high school used the city 
library so much that a room was made available especially for their use (10). 

June 24, 1911 “Hopp, Skipp, and Jump”, a musical farce, was booked at the Opera House for a two-day benefit 
performance to raise monies for the city playground fund (2). The irrigation project at Valier was under-
way, with plans to irrigate 106,000 acres in that area (10). The Ursuline Academy construction in Great 

Falls would cost just under $100,000.00 (10). 

June 25, 1911 The Knights Templar of Montana would be gathering in Great Falls for their 24th convention. In 
addition to meetings, there would be a military ball and a parade (4). Gertrude Coon, horse thief, was in 
jail in Great Falls, awaiting trial (7). The NewGem Theatre had its Grand Opening—it was formerly the 
Orpheum Theatre. It had a $3,000 pipe organ, and one of the shows advertised was “When a Man Mar-
ries His Troubles Begin” (8). Peter Bransky, Sand Coulee miner, lost his sight as the result of an explo-
sion at a mine there (12). 

June 26, 1911 The Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad announced plans to build a line to Great Falls (1). In 
other front-page news, the Sun River Irrigation Project was discussed. Nellie Byron, recently arrived in 
Great Falls, was thought to be insane, and taken to the police station (5). More than 1,500 attended the 
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first two performances at the New Gem Theatre (7).  

June 27, 1911 The GNRR brought in seven carloads of grading equipment, shipped them out to Vaughn, and be-
gan construction of a 60-mile line planned from Vaughn to Augusta; Great Falls and Augusta would 
finally have a rail link. Eventually, GNRR planned to continue the branch, going on from Augusta to 
Columbia Falls (1). The City Council’s special committee on streets issued its first report, detailing oth-
er Montana cities they had visited (3). Paving work started on 4th Street North (7). Ed Sims, blind shoe 
shiner, was honored by a visited from Epworth League state delegates (7). School district #1 advertised 
bids for 200 student desks and three teacher desks (9). The “Francisco Ferrer, Lodge # 1, Italian Broth-
erhood” Lodge in Sand Coulee filed its incorporation papers. The intent of the organization was to pro-
mote the best interests of Italian people, including literary education, social development, and mutual 
help in times of need. First trustees were B. Silvano, Lavezzi Umberto, Joseph Balzano, and John Mayer 
(10). 

June 28, 1911 “In Wyoming” was a production playing at the Grand Theatre in Great Falls (4). Nellie Byron, 
having been judged insane was escorted to the Warm Springs State Asylum (7). 

June 29, 1911 Mrs. Ida Carlson, Little Chicago, died out at the family ranch at Fairfield (5). Girls and boys down 
at the Gibson Park playground selected mayors during friendly debate. Organizers of a playground 
planned for the Smelter and Little Chicago Districts met with local parents there (6). Seven carousers 
were apprehended in Little Chicago were apprehended and taken to jail (6). 

June 30, 1911 The Blacksmiths’ and Helpers Union held a dance—Andrew and Steve Smollack were in charge of 
arrangements (6). Great Falls baseball team led the Union League by a narrow margin—over Salt 
Lake, Butte, Boise, Helena and Missoula (7). The playground supervisor noted that 60 orphans from the 
St. Thomas Home had enjoyed the playground on June 29 (10). The “See America First” car was back 
in Great Falls to take more motion pictures of Great Falls. Seavolt, the man in charge, had recently tak-
en 350 feet of film in Prickly Pear Canyon (10). A concert by the Nightingale Band was to be at Black 
Eagle Park. Seven classical numbers were listed in the program (10). The funeral of an infant son, Hop-
kins by surname, was announced (10). 

Deaths in June:  

 Mrs. Florence Bird, Mrs. Ida Carlson, Clarence Chitwood, Lloyd Cush, Dorothy Dick, Mrs. Julia 
Fessem, Flaherty infant son, Anna Goditis, Mrs. Lucinda Graham, Mrs. Elizabeth Hayes, Hopkins infant 
son, Ben L. Jones, Edward Reincke, twin babies Stevanje, Mrs. Emma G. Weiden, Wilcoxson infant 
daughter, Dolly Marie Wilson. 

July 1, 1911 The death of William I. Baker, pioneer sheep man and miner, was announced at Great Falls (7). The 
Playground Movement in Great Falls received even greater civic support; the local group resolved to 
make permanent playgrounds across Great Falls (7). The Baptist Church hosted a first-ever W.C.T.U. 
Institute in Great Falls (10). 

July 2, 1911 City Stables, at 2nd Avenue and 3rd Street South was gutted by fire; the horses and vehicles were 
saved, however. The County Clerk and Recorder began a Register of Voters (permanent) as the new 
voter registration law for Montana was enacted. Previously, voters had to register separately for each 
type of election (3). Deaths: Mrs. Maude Fierheller, age 29; Mrs. Lucy Black of Calvert community (7). 
Down at the playground, Mark Gault, 15, was elected “Mayor” (8). Artist Charlie Russell was honored 
at a dinner at the Rainbow Hotel, in recognition of his popularity on the New York art scene. Among 
those attending was Paris Gibson, who celebrated his 81st birthday. (12). 

July 3, 1911 Death: Maggie Ugrin, 4 months, Smelter Hill (3); The Great Northern RR’s contractors were getting 
ready to start grading on the planned Sun River branch (4); Unitarians were building their new church at 
4th Street and 3rd Avenue North (10). July 4th celebration in Great Falls was planned to also honor the 
formal opening of the new children’s playground (10). 

July 4, 1911 The Fourth of July celebration in Great Falls featured a children’s parade, formal opening of the new 
playgrounds, with speeches by many, including Paris Gibson, the Barbers’ Picnic at Gibson Park, Union 
baseball game at Black Eagle Park, and fireworks (10). 
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July 6, 1911 Deaths: Isaac Jarvis of Stockett, and John Bubnash, 4, Stockett. 

July 7, 1911 Death: Miles M. Lindsey, 49, Collins, at the Deaconess Hospital. Robert B. Carey, 24, at Simms. 
The German Catholic Colonization Company of Milwaukee became the new owner of the Boyle Ranch, 
10 miles out of Great Falls towards Belt. The Colony wanted to bring 42 families, build their houses, 
establish a townsite (Swift), and establish a Catholic Church and school. They planned to be in the area 
by early fall (12). 

July 8, 1911 Death: William B. Harrington, 47, died at Great Falls of dropsy; he was a former locomotive engi-
neer. 

July 9, 1911 The Sun River Canal Plan and its immediate construction was front-page news. Children who were 
at the new playgrounds were able to swim (Gibson Park), learn to cook over a campfire, play baseball, 
and sail boats (3). 

July 11, 1911 Matt Johnson, railroad employee, was killed in a cave-in at the westside railroad gravel yard on 
July 10 (10). Girls at the playground enjoyed basketball; northside lined up against the southside (10). 

July 12, 1911 Funerals announced: Rose Newbar, 2 months, at St. Ann’s Cathedral; Neil Campbell, Presbyterian 
Church; Sam Buski Stanley, from home (5). The Little Chicago Playground was in place, with shelter 
houses, swings, sandboxes, flying rings, and a baseball diamond. A Westside Playground was requested 
(7). A Coroner’s Jury determined that Matt Johnson’s death was accidental (10). 

July 13, 1911 Plans for the Circus, along with a downtown parade, were in place. Pictures of elephants were on 
page 6. The John D. Thompson Ranch of 7,000 acres, north of Cascade, was sold to capitalists from 
Kansas and Missouri; water rights for the Crown Butte Canal were in the deal (10). 

July 14, 1911 The Sells-Floto Circus was reported as a success, with several thousand attending it (10).  

July 15, 1911 Mrs. R. K. Holt of Great Falls died suddenly while on a trip (10). Thomas H. Preston was severely 
injured when his team ran away on 8th Avenue South (10). 
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July 17, 1911 James Cornell, Cascade saloon-keeper, shot Goldie Graham down in Great Falls’ “restricted dis-
trict”, and then killed himself. Goldie Graham was in the hospital (1-2). 

July 18, 1911 The June Minutes of the Cascade County Commissioners were published on p. 3. The Great Falls 
City Council created a special lighting district on Central Avenue; they took no action on paving First 
Avenue North (7). Portage citizens came to the District 1 Board with a proposal to donate days of labor 
out at Portage to get their school built there. The Board’s committee was tasked with finding a site and 
executing the plan for a 24 x 30 building (10). 

July 19, 1911 The official townsite map of the new town of Tracy was filed; the site, at the Lochray Mine is about 
29 acres, with 15 blocks of varying sizes (7). A Postal Savings Bank was being planned for Great Falls 
(8). 

July 20, 1911 The Chicago, Milwaukee, and Puget Sound Railroad started work on its Big Blackfoot branch near 
Missoula. It was speculated that the new branch would open up the Blackfoot Valley to people, and that 
the road might be extended to Great Falls someday (1). The Ringling Circus had tentative plans to give 
a performance in Great Falls on August 9—giraffes were featured in a photo on p. 2. The Valier Irriga-
tion Project was described, with an immediate need for 500 teams and 1,000 workers. Forty-five teams 
were already in place, and work would soon begin (3). 

July 21, 1911 The new playgrounds at Little Chicago opened on July 20 with 75 children registered. Miss Doris 
Clark was employed to supervise there. Apparatus available to the children included: trapezes for the 
boys, 6 swings for the girls, several teeter-boards, and a Flying Dutchman. Sandboxes and a shelter 
building were being built (5). Church Sunday Schools also enjoyed the Little Chicago playground. 

July 22, 1911 The Great Northern RR Car Repair Shop on the west side was destroyed by fire (3). Pollard Gos-
ney, 12, was saved from drowning on July 21 by Bird Clark, down at the Gibson Park swimming pool 
(10). The Great Northern RR’s moving picture about Great Falls would also include scenes from Stock-
ett and Sand Coulee (10). 

July 23, 1911 Work on the Sun River branch of the Great Northern RR progressed rapidly; the junction at 
Vaughn had 2,000 feet of completed track, and 8 camps along the projected route had been established 
(3).  

July 24, 1911 In a Sunday baseball game to benefit the playgrounds, city officials beat the county officials 14-4 at 
Black Eagle Park (2). The Director of the U.S. Bureau of Mines was in Great Falls to investigate how 
the local smelter handled fumes and poisonous gases (5). Goldie Graham, age 23, shot by her boyfriend 
James Cornell earlier in July, died of her injuries at the Deaconess Hospital; she was buried at Highland 
Cemetery (8). 

July 25, 1911 Deaths: Mary P. LaFountain, 68, died at her daughter’s house in Great Falls; the infant daughter of 
J. H. Bradley of Cascade died in Great Falls; Olive Josephine Stuffel of Portage died at Deaconess Hos-
pital (5). The estate of Goldie Graham entered probate, and it was noted that she had a 2 ½ year old 
daughter living in Great Falls (10). Farmers out at Chestnut Valley were having trouble getting help to 
harvest thousands of acres of winter wheat (10). 

July 26, 1911 Senator Paris Gibson wrote a scathing article berating the city pound master for cruelty to dogs 
being held in a corrugated iron pen; Gibson opined that the city needed to provide a humane shelter, 
food, water, and a painless death (10). 

July 27, 1911 The death of Mrs. Joseph Pogreba was announced (5). First Avenue North property owners agreed 
to a special lighting district (10). 

July 28, 1911 The Great Falls Electrics baseball team had 8 victories in a row, and was second in the league (6).  

July 29, 1911 Baseball games and swimming contests were held for Little Chicago and Great Falls youngsters 
who competed at Gibson Park Playground (6). 
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July 30, 1911 Chestnut Valley farmers were featured in a chart showing each specific farmer, land location, and 
crop acreage and estimated yields for wheat, oats, barley, flax, potatoes, hay, and corn (4). The Great 

Falls Electrics had boosted their winning streak to 10-in-a-row (8). W. H. Thompson, prize-winning 
butter producer, said that Great Falls needed better milk handling and that inspections should be held 

(12). 

July 31, 1911 Pavement for Rosebud Alley, Great Falls’ infamous red-light zone, was being contemplated by the 
city council (2). William Knight died in his room, it was announced (3). Thomas Larkin, president of the 
Great Falls Playground Association, opined that playgrounds provided by taxpayers are very economi-
cal in that they are owed to youth, and they help to produce able, law-abiding citizens of the future (5). 
Children of the city, accompanied and instructed by playground supervisors, would be making their 
“annual go” to see nature at close range. Mothers were also invited, and all children, whether enrolled in 
a playground or not, would be able to attend (5). Charles S. Phillips, visitor to the city from Ogden, 
Utah, died of typhoid fever.  Frank Holden of Roseburg, Oregon, died at Deaconess Hospital (8). 
Shirley Ford, local auto owner, made a record run from Helena to Great Falls, going the distance in less 
than 4 hours (8). 

Deaths in July: 

 William I. Baker; Mrs. Lucy Black; Bradley Infant daughter; John Bubnash; Neil Campbell; Robert B. 
Carey; James Cornell; Mrs. Maude Fierheller; Goldie Graham; William B. Harrington; Frank Holden; 
Mrs. R. K. Holt; Isaac Jarvis; Matt Johnson; William Knight; Mary P. LaFountain; Miles M. Lindsey; 
Rose Newbar; Charles S. Phillips; Mrs. Joseph Pogreba; Sam Buski Stanley; Olive Josephine Stuffel; 
Maggie Ugrin. 

1 August 1911 Great Falls children age 10 and above went with adults on the “Annual Go”—an opportunity to 
observe nature and enjoy a picnic. In 1911 it became a part of the playground movement (5).  After pro-
tests were lodged, the City Council decided not to pave Rosebud Alley (7). Charles Simpson was 
charged with animal cruelty after he dragged a colt by its neck (7). Jacob Schmidt’s obituary was pub-
lished—the ex-alderman, age 63, died suddenly (10). The County Superintendent received petitions for 
new schools out at Manchester and in the vicinity of Sand Coulee (10). 

2 August 1911 The Great Falls Playground Association met at Valeria Hall and agreed to find a place for a 
westside playground, and get it in place before the end of summer. Swans vs boats and swimmers on 
Gibson Lake were discussed by the Park Board (3). County Commissioners agreed to build two new 
roads—the Cottonwood Coulee Road near Stockett, and the Pemberton Ranch Road near Geyser (3). 
The Annual Go was celebrated by 86 children (7). Mrs. Julia Bartlett, 78, died suddenly at her daugh-
ter’s residence (10). 

3 August 1911 The Great Falls Board of Commerce Boosters, 134 in all, left on a train for Canada, the purpose 
being to extend friendship and meet old friends at Lethbridge, Calgary, McLeod, and Banff (1). A. J. 
Summers wrote a letter objecting to the local playground movement, saying children should stay near 
their homes and be prepared to help at home (7). 

5 August 1911 Kenyon & Wheeler’s Drugstore opened at Central Avenue and 4th Street; both men were regis-
tered pharmacists (7). George Freda of Stockett died of pneumonia—funeral announced (10). 

6 August 1911 Senator Henry L. Myers, Montana’s junior U.S. senator, told why he opposed the wool tariff (3). 
The Playground Movement continued to receive generous support from citizens (4). Dr. Fairfield, city-
county health officer, reported that there were 8 cases of scarlet fever and diphtheria in the county dur-
ing July; two cases were in Great Falls (12). 

7 August 1911 The Playgrounds Association released a first list of playground contributors (lengthy) (2). 

8 August 1911 Paving certain streets in Great Falls continued to be contentious as the City Council grappled with 
objections and needs (7). School District #1 asked for an increase of 2 mills (10, total) in order to take 
care of school district needs (7). 
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9 August 1911 The “advance guard” of the Ringling Circus came to town (7). John Ringling, head of the circus, 
came in his special railway car “Wisconsin” from his home at Ringling, Montana, to be at the show 
(10). 

10 August 1911 The Ringling Circus performance had 20,000 attendees, despite the rain (7). Frank Cline, Direc-
tor of the Black Eagle Band, left for a similar position with the Lethbridge Regimental Band (7). Clyde 
Howey, of the Great Falls Clown Band, played with the Ringling Circus Band, and was invited to join 
that band—he accepted. He had lived in Great Falls for 2 years (7). The Great Falls Electric Trolley 
Line put on six more cars to handle the fares out to the Ringling Circusperformance, handling 15,000+ 
fares in one day (10).  

11 August 1911 The Great Falls Electrics remained on top of the Union Baseball League (6). Walter O’Donnell, 
28, died of alcoholism in a shack just off Rosebud Alley (7). The Great Falls Industrial Labor Union 
withdrew from the Industrial Brotherhood of America after 2 years of contentious jurisdictional issues. 
A special election for officers was to be held immediately (10). 

12 August 1911 The Great Falls Fire Department had nearly completed its inspection of buildings; the inspection 
focused on escape equipment and safety features in each building (7). Six people became citizens in a 
courtroom ceremony: Kate Haines, Axel Svenson, Matthew Anderson, Frank Lubat, William H. Bu-
chanan, and Dan Mace. 

13 August 1911 A gang of juvenile thieves was rounded up—and named: Ray Wren, age 12, Howard Russell, 14, 
and George Wagner, age 13 (3). Louis Dedrickson’s Dairy farm, 4 miles out of Great Falls, was de-
stroyed by fire (3). Rehearsals were under way for “Miss Nobody from Starland”, a musical revue at the 
Grand Opera House (5).  The Great Falls Playground Association started work on equipment for a 
westside playgrounds to be located near Franklin School. There was a long list of financial contributors 
(9). The association also became an exhibitor for the upcoming fair in Great Falls (12). 

14 August 1911 The Aero Motorcycle Club of Great Falls was planning an excursion to Fort Benton on August 
20 (5).  

15 August 1911 The death of Louis M. Fencil, child of L. G. Fencil was noted; the funeral was from home. Great 
Falls City Council adopted the tax levy—10 mills for general purposes, 2 mills for water needs, and 2 
mills for park purposes (7). Henry Mitchell, aka Harry Josephson, age 48, was electrocuted in a storm at 
North Great Falls (7). George Masonick, 2, of Stockett, died on the 15th and would be buried at Great 
Falls (10). 

16 August 1911 It was expected that westside children would be enrolled at the new Westside Playground, for 
equipment had been installed. Mrs. George T. Booth was injured in a runaway on Park Drive (30). The 
Paris Department Store was undergoing renovation (10).  

17 August 1911 Results of baseball game played at the Westside Playground were announced. The playground 
had a supervisor, Miss Lillian Rogers (5). Charles E. Berg of Cascade committed suicide (6). A Cascade 
County Teacher Institute was announced—3 days in which teachers would receive updates on curricu-
lum and instruction techniques.  All of the nearly 100 teachers for the city and county schools were ex-
pected to attend (10).  

18 August 1911 Brother Van’s Annual Report of the progress of the Methodist Church in northern Montana was a 
1-page feature (3). Deaths: Thomas Elrickson of Cascade, died in Great Falls after a 3-week illness; 
Harry Josephson was killed by lightning (5). The Electrics again won a hard-fought game against the 
Salt Lake City team (6); Mrs. Joe Burckhardt was being held on an insanity charge (7). County Com-
missioners took the unusual step of raising the valuation of all grazing land (regardless of quality) to 
$3.50 per acre (10). 

19 August 1911 The Great Cosmopolitan Carnival Company (225 employees) was contracted as a part of the 
local fair (6). First Alley North was being paved with limestone, a joint project of the Townsite Compa-
ny and the city (6). George F. Cranston, age 38, and a 16-year resident of Great Falls, died at his home 
(10).  
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20 August 1911 University of Montana buildings at Missoula were featured on page 4, and progress on campus 
was reported. The Orpheum Theatre (formerly the Bijou) was announced as a new entertainment busi-
ness in Great Falls (4). 

21 August 1911 Death: Anderson K. Durand of Stockett died at the hospital (5). 

22August 1911 Protests to the special lighting district were heard during the official City Council meeting (3). 
James S. Webb, 38, died on the northside (10). Children from the Westside Playground were meeting at 
the city library for a day of exploration with the librarian (10). 

23 August 1911 The first official Field Day was announced for children from the 3 new playgrounds in Great 
Falls.  There would be baseball games (boys) and basketball games (girls). A river trip on a launch was 
planned for children and their parents who belonged to the Gibson Park Playground group (10). 

24 August 1911 Mrs. May Garr would be examined for insanity during a court hearing (5). The State Editorial 
Association came to Great Falls for their annual meeting (10). 

25 August 1911 Samuel Gompers, President of the American Federation of Labor, spoke on union unity down in 
Butte (1).  Deaths: Andrew H. Progreba, 24, from diabetes; Mrs. John J. (Jessie L.)  Berky of Smelter 
Hill; Rose Agnes Lengold, 2 months (5). The Great Falls Electrics were drubbed by Butte (6). There 
was a small fire at the Alcazar Theater (7). Mrs. Garr was judged insane and sent to the state asylum 
(10). Russell L. Howard, smelter employee, was mangled and killed beneath train wheels while at work. 
E. M. Palmer, inmate at the county poor farm, was struck and killed by a GNRR train while he was 
gathering wood along the tracks (10). 

26 August 1911 The GAR had its annual encampment at Rochester, New York, and selected Los Angeles as its 
site for the 1912 encampment (1). The county coroner held an inquest into the death of E. M. Palmer; 
the jury held that the death was accidental (10). 

27 August 1911 The Sun River Project preliminary survey and plans were extensively reviewed (3). Page 5 in-
cluded a huge list of books recently added to the city library. Martin Jarr, 46, died of stomach cancer at 
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his ranch and his body was brought to Great Falls (7). The three new playgrounds (Gibson, Black Eagle 
Park, and Westside) officially closed for the season (9). The Great Falls Gas Company announced plans 
to immediately build an addition to its plant, doubling its capacity (12). 

28 August 1911 Frank Cantlon’s Great Falls Music House (Ad) represented 14 great piano factories, in addition 
to providing expert tuning and refinishing (2). The Postal Bank opened in town (10). 

 

29 August 1911 Montana Governor Edwin Norris was on his way to the national Governors’ Conference (1). The 
City Council was going after noisy vehicles—it drafted an ordinance which would require motorcycles 
and cars to maintain mufflers and keep them closed when on city streets (7). Paving Rosebud Alley fi-
nally got a favorable report (7).  

30 August 1911 Deaths and funerals: Mrs. May E. Mayes; Mrs. Annie Jergenson, 45, 801 8th Avenue North. (5). 
Westside and Little Chicago children held closing day exercises at the playgrounds in those neighbor-
hoods; with the closing, the playground equipment was removed for the year (10). H. A. Seifert opened 
a new merchant tailor shop in rooms above The Paris; suits for ladies and gents were advertised (10). 

31 August 1911 Annie Kroll, 13, of Little Chicago, died of the burns she received after falling into a bonfire three 
days earlier. Gilbo Bolla died at his home, 712 16th Street North (5).  A story about the Great Falls Pub-
lic Schools size noted that it comprised about one-fourth of the county. Its east-to-west boundaries were 
29 miles apart, while the north-to-south boundaries were 28 miles apart (10). 

Deaths in August: 

 Mrs. Julia Bartlett; Charles E. Berg; Mrs. John J. (Jessie L.)  Berky; Gilbo Bolla; George F. Cranston; 
Anderson K. Durand; Thomas Elrickson; Louis M. Fencil; George Freda; Russell L. Howard; Martin 
Jarr; Mrs. Annie Jergenson; Annie Kroll; Rose Agnes Lengold; George Masonick; Mrs. May E. Mayes; 
Henry Mitchell, aka Harry Josephson; Walter O’Donnell; E. M. Palmer; Andrew H. Progreba; Jacob 
Schmidt; James S. Webb.  

1 September 1911 The new residence of L.D. Fulmer at 612 6th Avenue North was gutted by fire (2). X. D. 
LaBresche, 80, was found dead at his Sun River cabin. He was a pioneer resident and blacksmith (3). 
Thomas Bailey, 30, died suddenly (7). Arthur Dugdale, printer, became the proud owner of the confec-
tionery store at 318 Central Avenue (7). The Mountain View Addition was officially platted—located 1 
½ miles south of Highland Cemetery (7). Teachers for the school year at Neihart were Professor C. 
Smith and Miss Hannah Bro (9). United Spanish War Veterans of Great Falls were anticipating 20-30 
new members at their annual gathering (10). 

3 September 1911 Lots were being taken up quickly at the new town of Hilger (1). The Northern Montana Fair 
was set to open at the Great Falls fair site—horse races and a parade were to be featured, and the events 
were listed. More than 22 cars (owners’ names listed) were to take place in the Fair parade (3). The 
Lowery-Moody Evangelistic Revival was set to begin its 5-week stint in Great Falls, down on Central at 
a specially-constructed “Tabernacle” (4). The Grand Opera House was the site of a concert by Don Phil-
lippini’s Band (4). Frederick Haskin’s article on “Schools as Social Centers” reported on places in the 
U.S. where school buildings were being used for community purposes beyond the school day and school 
year (6).  Deaths Noted: Milton Bartlett Drew, age 2; Florence Williamson, age 1 (7). John C. 
Schaubslager filed papers to have his name changed to John C. Slager (9). 

4 September 1911 Six miners were killed in a shaft at Butte (1). The University of Montana at Missoula officially 
opened its new Law School (2). Carl Johan Olson’s funeral took place at the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church (3). Mrs. Abigail Burrell’s funeral was noted (5). Great Falls school children began the 1911-
1912 school year (7). The opening of the fair depended on weather—the schedule of the day was posted 
on p. 7. About 800 attended the revival meetings despite the weather (10). 

5 September 1911 The Labor Day Parade in Butte featured more than 5,000 miners (1). About 1,400 labor men 
were featured in the Great Falls Labor Day Parade, despite rainy weather (3). A snake charmer was fea-
tured at the carnival out at the fairgrounds (10). 
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6 September 1911 The Federal government announced the auction of lots at Simms for September 27—These 
were being auctioned to accommodate the Sun River irrigation project (9). 

7 September 1911 Fire Chief James E. Jewell became president of the Montana State Firemen’s Association (1). 
Cascade County’s valuation was published by the commissioners as $24,173,345.00 (7). 

8 September 1911 The Cascade County Jail was overcrowded; there were 40 prisoners in the cells made to ac-
commodate only 25 (3). The Great Falls Cemetery Association was formally organized, having filed 
incorporation papers.  It elected officers, made the cemetery name (Highland) permanent and arranged 
to buy the tract from Paris Gibson and J. P. Lewis (10). 

9 September 1911 The Northern Montana Fair closed (10). Woehner’s Great Falls Drug Store was charged with 
illegally selling $.25 worth of cocaine without a prescription (10). 

10 September 1911 A Mount Angela Ursuline Academy architectural rendition was featured on p. 4. The acade-
my cornerstone was being laid. The funeral of Steffanyia Filohoski, infant, was held at St. Anne’s Ca-
thedral (5). The Travel Club announced that it would be studying American authors for the year; mem-
bers told of their summer travels (5). The Union League of Baseball’s season was at an end, with last 
games at Black Eagle Park. Members of the association were optimistic that there would be a 1912 sea-
son (8). 

11 September 1911 The Somers, Montana Lumber Mill went up in flames (1). Henry Edward Jackman, 8, died 
at Columbus Hospital (5). Minutes of the July session of the Cascade County Commissioners were pub-
lished on p. 9; they would be continued. Lowery’s Revival was attended by more than 2,000 on Sept. 
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10, according to the story on p. 10. The town of Judith Gap was set to celebrate its 3rd birthday (10).  

12 September 1911 In a continuation of the County Minutes, increases in valuation made with regard to specific 
properties were published (4, also 9). Arthur H. Stephens, 1st Ward Alderman, resigned from the City 
Council due to business interests. He had been a member for 10 years (7). Four blocks of 1st Alley south 
were to be paved (10). Robert E. Crowley retired from the U.S. Land Office to practice law in Great 
Falls (10).  

13 September 1911 Harry P. Fitzpatrick, killed near Virginia City, was to have a funeral in Great Falls (3). The 
Conrad Banking Co. officially filed incorporation papers; it had operated for years without these (10). 
The city street employees were busy seeding boulevards (10). 

14 September 1911 The Great Falls Commercial College ad on p. 5 boasted that the year was started with every 
graduate of the previous year gainfully employed. Great Falls and Butte baseball teams were to play 
under electric lights (6). County Commissioners traveled to Ulm to decide on the particular landing sites 
for the new Ulm Ferry which was scheduled to open (10). 

15 September 1911 Albin Nilsen, 25, died of typhoid fever in Great Falls; he was a carpenter by trade (7). The 
Scandinavian Brotherhood announced a meeting for its members and their families (12). 

17 September 1911 The Great Falls Baseball Club won the 1911 Union Association Pennant, and was pictured 
on page 8, along with a story of its feats. Grassesschi and Porro of Little Chicago petitioned the county 
commissioners for a license to operate a saloon there (14). 

18 September 1911 Thomas H. Carter, ex-Montana U.S. Senator, died in Washington, D.C. at age 57 (1). The 
cornerstone for the new Ursuline Academy was laid in a ceremony attended by many (5). 

19 September 1911 Calvin Hubbard was selected by the City Council as the First Ward Alderman, to replace A. 

H. Stephens. Minutes of the latest City Council meeting were published (7). GFPS District 1 agreed to 
immediately build a small school near Box Elder Creek; the plans were commissioned. Miss Nettie 

Cadwell replaced the teacher at Ulm, who had resigned. Mrs. R.W. Berry was hired to teach at the new 
Vaughn School. A school at Portage was being constructed (7). County Supt. of Schools Annie McAn-

elly created 8 new school districts, each upon petition: Simms, Bullard, Hensler, Crowe, Manchester, 
Sand Coulee, Kommers, and McAllister. This decreased the size of District 1 (10). 

20 September 1911 The Vaughn School had 13 pupils (2). The Board of Commerce announced that it had re-
served a large display space at the Northwest Land Products Show to be held in St. Paul, Minnesota 
(12).  

21 September 1911 James J. Hill, railroad magnet, announced plans to address the public at the Helena State Fair 
which would start the next week (1). Thomas Austin, Poor Farm resident, was arrested on drunkenness 

(7). Miss Mollie Luddie opened a cigar stand in the New Park Hotel (7). 

22 September 1911 The old City Stables, 2nd Avenue South and 3rd Street,  was being demolished after condem-
nation proceedings by the fire committee (6). W. F. Junkin, W. C. Reed, and C. J. Crowe were named as 
school trustees for the new district cut out from the northern part of Sun River. Charles Kemmer and 
John Westerman were appointed trustees in the new District 64 (9). J. M. McCoy was struck by a train 
on a railroad bridge; he was hospitalized with a fractured skull (12). 

23 September 1911 Montana’s mortality statistics for the year ended June 30, 1911, were released, and reported 
as “death rate per 1,000”. Cascade County, exclusive of Great Falls had a death rate of 5.03% in 1910, 
and 7.67%, July 1, 1910-June 30, 1911 (111 deaths). Great Falls statistics: 16.41% for 1909-1910; 
17.68%, July 1, 1910-June 30, 1911, with 253 deaths reported (1). The Grand Chapter of Eastern Star 
was holding its state meeting in Missoula; Mrs. Mary J. Powers of Great Falls was honored (1). J. M. 
MCoy, 48, succumbed to his injuries (7). Six of Charlie Russell’s recent paintings were being displayed 
at the State Fair art exhibit (7). Dr. S. H. Hinkle, local veterinarian was arrested on a horse stealing 
charge, along with I. J. Murphy, Windham-area rancher (10).  

24 September 1911 A private kindergarten would be opened in the public library building on Sept. 25; Ruth Ten-
ney was announced as director—she had graduated from the Chicago Kindergarten College. Fee: $1.00 
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per week. GFHS’ football squad was small—not even 22 players came out (8). “Bright Eyes”, a musical 
comedy, was at the Grand Opera House. Meanwhile, the Orpheum Theatre was showing 3 new moving 
pictures reels (10). Valeria Way was being graded by the city crew (14). 

25 September 1911 The Great Falls Civic Club announced 8 attractions which they signed through various east-
ern lyceum bureaus. The programs would be at the Grand Opera House, and included: Whitney Bros. 
Musical Company; Francis Heney, Lecturer; Bergen-Dick Musicians; Bishop Frank Bristol, Lecturer; 
Father J. M. Cleary, Orator; Alton Packard, Cartoonist; Le Brun Grand Opera Company. Mrs. Barbara 
Jacobson of Lytle died (7).  

26 September 1911 The State Fair opened in Helena (1).  At a special meeting County Commissioners authorized 
the construction of an additional house for contagious cases; the building would be built near the county 
infirmary; F. M. Doheny was the successful bidder for construction (3). Night school at the Great Falls 
Commercial College was set to begin on Oct. 2 (5). The Street Railway Company started using its new 
car barn—the old one had burned down last January. The new barn was located at 15th Street and 10th 
Avenue South (6). The City Council set tax rates for boulevard costs, and published the rates; lunch 
wagons were again much discussed (7). Frederick Kraber, former owner of the Liberty Café, died at the 
hospital (10). 

27 September 1911 Ralph Van Aken, Fort Shaw, died on the way to the hospital after his skull was fractured in a 
well cave-in (3). Lunch carts were being removed from Great Falls streets by police after the City Coun-
cil enacted a new street traffic ordinance. That ordinance gave the Council authority over vehicles on 
streets; Chief of Police Pontet was instructed to remove any lunch carts which did not have permission 
from the property owner to remain. Also, no lunch carts were to be closer than 30 feet from any restau-
rant (7, 10). Augusta residents were just counting time until the GNRR’s new branch reached that point 
(10). James W. Carnell’s estate was being probated (10). 

28 September 1911 C. F. Summers, 25, died in the city; he was a Shelby resident. Little Mary Rebich, 18 
months, died at her home at Smelter Hill (5). 

29 September 1911 Barney Strass, 57, died in his room at the Minneapolis House (5). Great Falls residents who 
left to attend University of Michigan were: Duncan Gardner, Charles Davidson, Angus McIver, Arthur 
Terrill, and Arthur Chichester (5). 

30 September 1911 There appeared to be a huge decrease in the numbers of stock being shipped on the GNRR 

from northern Montana—it was only 60% of the number shipped at that time last year (10). 

September Deaths: 

 Mrs. Abigail Burrell; Former MT Senator Thomas H. Carter; Milton Bartlett Drew; Steffanyia Filoho-
ski; Harry P. Fitzpatrick; Henry Edward Jackman; Mrs. Barbara Jacobson; Frederick Kraber; X. D. 
LaBresche; J. M. MCoy; Albin Nilsen; Carl Johan Olson; Mary Rebich; Barney Strass; C. F. Summers; 
Ralph Van Aken; Florence Williamson. 

October’s Interesting Topics for readers: Dublin Castle, Ireland, Oct. 4; Paints, Oil and Varnish, Oct. 6; About 
Plays and  Players of Stageland (Oct. 8); The Origin of Moving Pictures (Oct. 10), Development of 
Moving Pictures (Oct. 11), Taking photos for Moving Pictures (process explained), Oct. 13; the wonder-
ful Bavarian Castle of King Ludwig II (Oct. 15). Ice skating and roller skating; testing of big ship guns 
prior to placement (Oct. 18). The Audubon societies of the U.S. (October 24). The Marine Hospital Ser-
vice (October 25). Public Health: Military Medicine (Oct. 26). State Public Health issues (Oct. 27). 
“What Children Can Do to Prevent Tuberculosis”; Rural Sanitation (Oct. 29). 

1 October 1911 Louis W. Hill, president of the Great Northern RR, decided to build a summer home on his ranch 
near Browning (1). “Gridiron Outlook at High School is Dark” (8). Charles Olsen, about 60, employee 
of the Street Car company, was run over by street car; an inquest found no fault (9). Official players’ 
averages of the Union Association (full page) were published for the past season (10). A fiber mill, ca-
pable of handling straw from 6,000 acres was to be established in Great Falls (14). 

2 October 1911 The Comer Ranch, out near Ulm suffered the loss of at least 14 cattle—poisoning was suspected, 
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and the sheriff opened an investigation (10). C.C. Angell, 23, died at the Deaconess Hospital (10). 

3 October 1911 Funeral for Clarence Charles Angell, homesteader who succumbed to typhoid fever, was ar-
ranged (5). The Great Falls Public School board discussed the possibility of installing showers at the 
high school for the use of team players (6). 

4 October 1911 Paving blocks to be used on 4th Street arrived from the Seattle supplier (5). The City Council had 
an involved discussion about paying off certain bills of the Playground Association, the contention be-
ing that the playgrounds benefitted everyone (7).  Hannah E. Lindsey, Truly rancher, died at the Dea-
coness after an operation (10). 

5 October 1911 The “glaringly inartistic advertising drop curtain” at the Grand Opera House was being taken 
down. It was described by patrons as obnoxious (5). Most of the bills incurred by the Playground Asso-
ciation appeared to be paid (10). 

6 October 1911 Charles Kahler, 46, died at Warm Springs and was buried in Great Falls (5); Burton W. Calvert, 
7 months, died out at Stockett (5). 

7 October 1911 W. P. Beachley, Great Falls pioneer, became the head of the State Masonic Home at Helena. The 
article included an extensive review of his life (7). The Montana Conference of Congregational Church-
es selected Great Falls as their desired site for a college (10). 

8 October 1911 The first Annual Sun River Fair was held, to great acclaim (9). John Kouvich, 47, died of pleuri-
sy at his home in North Great Falls (11). 

9 October 1911 Suffrage was noted as the main issue for women in California, where the state constitution was 
being amended (1). William Dean, a county patient, died of typhoid fever at the Deaconess Hospital (5). 

The Lowery Evangelistic services officially closed, with 75 converts made during the final evening. In 
all, 52,475 attended the revival services (7). A YWCA was to be established in Great Falls, with pledges 

coming in from 324 citizens interested in YWCA membership (7). John Halminan, Sand Coulee miner, 
age 45, died at the Columbus Hospital after an illness of two weeks (10). Paving First Alley South was 

delayed to springtime (10). 

10 October 1911 The first directory of Teton County was published by the Great Falls Tribune (3). L.S. Wood-
bury once again took over the manager position at the Great Falls Iron Works (3). More local women 
signed as YWCA subscribers, assuring the development of a robust local organization (7). The Cascade 
County Commissioners met in session to consider various tax matters (10). Miss Tena Oakland, 24, died 
in Great Falls (10). 

11 October 1911 “What the public ought to know about the Doctors” was the topic of an American Medical As-
sociation speaker at the Cascade County AMA meeting; the meeting was open to the public, as the 
AMA sent speakers across the U.S. to inform the public about better sanitary conditions, and the need 
for pure food and drug laws (3). County Commissioners voted to immediately improve 50 miles of 
roads in northern Cascade County—beyond Vaughn, and in the vicinity of Benton Lake (3). The Nei-
hart Branch of the GNR Railroad was slated for a daily train (3). Telephone lines were being put up at 
Vaughn (9). The city of Great Falls purchased a new sprinkling wagon (10). 

12 October 1911 Butte was in front page news, having experienced a huge blizzard which literally shut the town 
down. Death: Thomas D. Landers, age 36, of 513 7th Avenue North (12). Paris Gibson’s letter on p. 12 
spoke to value of the elm trees planted in Great Falls, valuing them at more than $2 million dollars. 

13 October 13, 1911 Woman suffrage won in California (1). The Opera House was jammed by spectators there to 
hear the Whitney Brothers, the first Civic Club show of the year (3). H.R. Mitchell purchased a potato 
digging machine to harvest his five acres of potatoes; the machine took the place of many workers (5). It 
was Great Falls 31, Fort Benton 0 in the first football game of the season (6). Work on the Boston 
Heights trunk sewer line commenced; the contractor was using a powerful new machine on the dig (7). 
T. C. King, Castner Coulee rancher, lost 7 head of Hereford cattle to poisoning—Paris Green had been 
distributed under his fence line (10).  
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14 October 1911 President Taft was in California to break ground for the building of the Panama Exposition (1). 
Edward A. Reichel, local president of American Malting and Brewing, was forced to retire by illness; 
Frank Wenzel came from Salt Lake City to act as the head (3). The World Series opened, with the 
Americans of Philadelphia and the Nationals of New York ready to play (6). Tyrolean Singers and 
Yodelers were featured at the Grand Opera House, the Civic Club’s 2nd show of the year (7). The Great 
Falls Y.W.C.A. was formally organized (10). 

15 October 1911 Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic organized their auxiliary group in Great Falls, meet-
ing at the Palm Room (5). The 5 theaters in Great Falls—the Alcazar, the Grand, Orpheum, the Imperi-
al, and the Gem—advertised 15 different shows for Great Falls audiences for the coming week (8). Bet-
ter sanitation was the AMA topic for Tuesday evening at the Grand Opera House (9). Death: Ernest S. 
Vinyard, 27, died at his home on 5th Avenue South (16). 

16 October 1911 Thomas Henry Carter, former Montana senator, was eulogized in services at Helena (1). The 
new Federal building in Great Falls was nearly complete; the post office would move in soon (5). Theo 
Ranieri and another Little Chicago man were hurt in a runaway accident which destroyed the buggy in 
which they were riding (5). 

17 October 1911 Deaths: Luri Sylvia Hasu, 14 months, Stockett, and Alice Mary, infant daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
D. S. Cameron of Sunnyside (3). Mrs. Harry J. Skinner was elected as the first president of the new 
YWCA organization (5). The local Evangelical Alliance decided to raze the temporary tabernacle and 
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sell the reclaimed lumber (6). The city Park Board was raising 8,000 trees in its nursery in order to sup-
ply the need in local city parks (7). A tuberculosis traveling exhibit was installed at Luther Hall so that 
citizens could learn about the causes and effects of TB, and students in grades 6-12 would attend the 
exhibit in groups of 100-150 (7, 10). The Hellenic Produce Store at 160 1st Avenue South was closed by 
order after the owner did not pay a court-ordered bill (7). Richard Carle, celebrated comedian, was to 
appear at the Grand Opera House (9). The City Council ordered that 3rd Avenue North be paved from 
Park Drive through 17th Street, as petitioned by home owners there (10). School District # 1 was re-
duced in size by the creation of four new schools in rural areas, as ordered by the County Superinten-
dent McAnelly. Meanwhile, District #1’s new school at Portage was nearly complete and ready for in-
spection. Those at Portage would have a school for their children (10).  

18 October 1911 The annual report on progress concerning the Panama Canal was issued—its opening was dis-
cussed (5). Croatian and Slovenian Catholics began a fund to build a church to be named St. Peter and 
Paul, at 8th and 15th Street North (7). James Eagan, contractor, died of pneumonia at Columbus Hospital 
(7). The Sheehan English Opera Company was at the Grand Opera House, presenting “Love Tales of 
Hoffman” (8). The topics and local speakers at the TB Exhibit were announced (quite detailed) (12). 
Orton Brothers and Kops both announced piano sales (12). 

19 October 1911 The local Elks organization was preparing to sponsor a comic opera in order to raise money for 
their building fund (9). Pioneer Judge S. S. Hawkins died in California; the funeral was to be in Great 
Falls (12). 

20 October 1911 Moving pictures and vaudeville acts were slated to appear at the Grand Opera House whenever 
the theater was not engaged with live performances (5). The Highland Cemetery Association was offi-
cially dissolved, since the Great Falls Cemetery Association was formed (7). The Salvation Army 
opened a temporary winter shelter for unfortunates at 315 5th Street South (10). 

21 October 1911 A plan to irrigate lower Sand Coulee was supposedly in the works (3). Park Supt. A. P. McDon-
ald had men working on the improvement of Valeria Way—from Black Eagle Park to 4th Avenue North, 
as a means to improve roadway from the city to Black Eagle Park (5). GFHS football team played Mis-
soula, the result a tie (6). More than 800 people attended the TB Exhibit (10AM-10PM), including the 
evening programs (7). 

22 October 1911 Henry Wm. Millard, Belt pioneer miner, died at his home (4). The Methodist Church Sunday 
School rooms were finally finished (4). “Union League Gossip” speculated about the number of teams 
possible for the summer baseball season in Montana and the region (8). “I’ll Wait For You, Jamie”, a 
piece of sheet music, was shown on p. 11—available to music lovers who read the newspaper (11). The 
Northern MT Fair Association continued to collect subscriptions for stock in their company—as a 
means to buy a permanent fairground near Black Eagle Park (13). David M. Wood, Cascade County 
Treasurer, made notice that all real and personal property taxes for 1911 were due and payable prior to 
Nov. 30. After that, 10% would be added to the taxed amount (13). At an international meeting held at 
Colorado Springs, experts on dry-land farming techniques told of the various methods that seemed to 
work best; Louis Newman of Great Falls attended the sessions and brought back a summary for local 
farmers and ranchers (14).  

23 October 1911 The National Association for Equal Suffrage was meeting at Louisville, with President Anna 
Shaw presiding (1). J.L. Coburn, GNRR Brakeman, was killed in an accident; he and his family lived at 
304 5th Avenue South (5). Colored people of Great Falls planned a formal banquet and an evening of 
entertainment in Strain’s Hall at 4th Street and Central (7). The Minutes of the September, 1911 County 
Commissioners were presented in detail (9). Local offices for the management of GNRR Boarding 
Camps (for construction crews) were opened; effective immediately, all camps from Troy eastward 
would be handled from Great Falls (10).  

24 October 1911 The City Council meeting was reported in detail on p. 3, with a list of special taxes levied, 
boulevard maintenance fees, coal bids for heating city buildings, and more. Strain Bros. Store had a 1-
day exhibition of fine fur coats for women (5). Speakers at the TB Exhibition advised boiling drinking 
water, finding a better way to sweep streets, and arranging a better, more thorough way to collect gar-
bage in Great Falls (7).  
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25 October 1911 The final TB Exhibit program emphasized the role of science in the improvement of health and 
in research to rid the world of TB (10). 

26 October 1911 John Lyons, Windham, was buried in Great Falls (5). Oce J. Lousen died (5). The death of Win-
ifred Powers was reported (5). Frank Lewis, uninvited guest, was knocked out at the Colored Ball (7). 
The GFPS School Census for 1911 revealed 4, 356 potential students, ages 0-21.  The District was one 
of the largest in Montana; four new districts were cut out of it this year, for a loss of between 110-125  
students. J.B. Colville, aka D. A. Chapman (stage name) died following an operation (10). The Star and 
Crescent Literary Society of GFHS announced a program by its seniors, to be held at the high school 
(10). Mountain States Telephone Co. was improving its services in Great Falls, spending about ½ mil-
lion (10). Frank Morris of the Royal Academy, London, offered vocal lessons in Great Falls (10).  

27 October 1911 The Philadelphia Athletics won the World Series in the 6th game (1). “The Golden Girl”, a mu-

sical play, opened at the Grand (7). Construction on the trunk sewer line in Boston Heights progressed 
500 feet in one day (10). Mrs. Annie Gakonek’s (sp) death was announced (10).  

29 October 1911 The proposed new fairgrounds (near Black Eagle Park) was featured on p. 1. The University 
Club listed all of its members and their alma maters (9). Sheet music for “The Skylark” was printed on 
p. 10. Mrs. Ellen Boe, 37, of Power died—her body was shipped to Butte for burial (16). 

30 October 1911 Mrs. Nevada Briggs of Chicago offered a free cooking school to Great Falls women (5). Frank 
Hughes of Valier died at the Deaconess Hospital, and Leonard B. O’Donnell, five months, died in his 
family’s Stanley Block apartment (5). The Milwaukee RR was reported to have selected a final route for 
their branch to Great Falls (8). 

31 October 1911 Lindsay & Co., Great Falls Produce dealers, began using a new truck in its rounds about the city 
(5). The local Elks Lodge celebrated Halloween with a party which raised more than $1500 for their 
proposed building (6). Paving for 3rd Avenue North was delayed to spring; the Council rejected all bids 
(7). Kaufman’s announced their 17th anniversary (7). A special deputy sheriff had been hired for just the 
evenings of October 30-31 in Little Chicago, where Halloween festivities sometimes got a little lively 
(10). John Olson sued the city for $20,000 in the accidental drowning of his son down at Gibson Park in 
September (10). 

Deaths in October: 

 Clarence Charles Angell; Mrs. Ellen Boe, 37, of Power; Burton W. Calvert, Alice Mary Cameron; J.L. 
Coburn; J.B. Colville, aka D. A. Chapman; William Dean; James Eagan; Mrs. Annie Gakonek, John 
Halminan, Sand Coulee; Luri Sylvia Hasu of Stockett; Judge S. S. Hawkins; Frank Hughes of Valier; 
Charles Kahler; John Kouvich; Thomas D. Landers;  Hannah E. Lindsey; Oce J. Lousen, John Lyons, 
Windham; Henry Wm. Millard, Belt; Miss Tena Oakland; Leonard B. O’Donnell, Charles Olsen; Win-
ifred Powers, Ernest S. Vinyard. 

1 November 1911 On p. 2, there was the usual list of people who had checked into three hotels—the Rainbow, 
the New Park, and the Great Falls Hotels. Kaufman’s Clothing Co. had a full-page ad on p. 5. Mrs. Peter 
Dobkosky, 32, of Belt, died in a Great Falls hospital (7). Five children from the Cliff Deyo family of 

Alpine Gulch, Maiden Mining District, were placed at St. Thomas Orphan’s home, their mother having 
died (7). The usual list of marriage licenses and births were published. Probate matters for the following 

(9): Charles Olsen, Lizzie Sauthuff, Mary E. James, and Isaac C. Wyman (12). 

2 November 1911 Broken Hill Mine at Neihart was dynamited by an unfriendly (3). William Woolfall, former 
Great Falls resident, would sing classics at the Alcazar Theatre in the evening (6). At Sand Coulee, the 
safe at Gillen & Adolphson’s Saloon was blown open (9)! Doris Anna McKay, 22 months, died at the 

Deaconess Hospital (12). 

4 November 1911 Andy Nyland of Neihart was arrested in the Broken Hill Mine dynamiting incident (1). Edward 
Megye, 23, Deaconess Hospital, died after a long illness (7). Senator Paris Gibson was at Whittier 
School talking to the children about the early days in Great Falls (10). 
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5 November 1911 Annie E. Kline of westside Great Falls was judged insane and taken to the state asylum (5). 
The Bethlehem Swedish Lutheran Church was finally completed and dedicated (10).  

6 November 1911 The 1911 Polk’s City Directory for Great Falls was published by the Tribune. It was criticized 
for leaving out the names of married women and adults under age 21, and for providing an inaccurate 
estimate of the city’s population. It also noted interesting facts—the most frequent surname was noted. 
(7). The District Court Jury term (Judge Leslie) began (7).  

7 November 1911 In national news, it was reported that Booker T. Washington, noted Black educator, had been 
beaten, and his attacker was acquitted in court (1).  

8 November 1911 Kenneth Vidal, Neihart infant, died of pneumonia; a child of Carl Schenk also died at Neihart 
(3). The University Club’s first banquet featured graduates of more than 30 colleges (6). Associated 
charitable organizations in Great Falls were planning Thanksgiving dinner for the poor (7). Phil Gibson, 
son of Paris Gibson, was declared incompetent due to mental disorder. His wife was appointed his con-
servator; Phil Gibson was at a sanitarium in Wisconsin (10). 

9 November 1911 Thirty of the remaining members of Montana’s Constitutional Convention met in reunionat 
Helena (3). Charles P. Page, a grocer clerk, committed suicide in Great Falls at his home (6). The 
weather in the city was very cold—minus 16 degrees (7). 

10 November 1911 The Good Roads in America was featured full-page on p. 5. The Coroner’s Jury convened 
about the death of C. P. Page concluded his death was by suicide (7). Probate cases noted were: Wm. H. 
Harrington, Jeanette Mullery, and Sallie Green (12). 
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11 November 1911 Mrs. Annie Hopkins, 26, died at Deaconess Hospital (6). The new post office in Great Falls 
necessitated the hiring of 8 more people (6). The Davis family at 812 6th Avenue South came out of 
smallpox quarantine after 25 days—family members had “light” cases (6).  

12 November 1911 George Stemen’s infant son died (3). 

14 November 1911 John Meier, Minnesota House proprietor and long-time resident, died in Great Falls.  He was 
a pioneer (10). 

15 November 1911 Menoah Stone, 68, Truly rancher, died at the Deaconess Hospital (12). 

16 November 1911 A.J. Cowan’s funeral was held at George Co. Eugene Lalier, Sun River liveryman, died(7). 
Mary Piccotty, a woman living in the Great Falls “restricted zone” (address, 208 3rd Alley South) was 
stabbed in the neck by an unknown man; she was in the hospital. Mary Piccotty came to Great Falls in 
early 1911; she reported being born in Barisse, southern Italy (12). 

17 November 1911 Chouteau County Commissioners were holding hearings about the proposed new Hill Coun-
ty; Chouteau County would be reduced in size (1). Suffrage for women passed in California (4). Robert 
Vaughn reminisced about the cold winter of 1872 or ’73, when abrupt fierce cold weather forced 11 Ft. 
Shaw soldiers to shelter at his Sun River home. The temperature had dropped to -35; the soldiers were 
not appropriately dressed for the cold. Amputations had to be performed as a result of frozen hands and 
feet (5). Married women were prohibited from taking the Civil Service exam for post office positions in 
Great Falls (5). Out at Sand Coulee, one of the mules in the Louie Dahn mine was killed in a rock fall 
(6). GNRR was laying tracks for a branch line out to Sun River (10). Thomas B. Cullen, former city 
weighmaster, died after an illness (10). 

18 November 1911 The Smokehouse Cigar Store was raided, and the owner was taken in on a gambling charge 
(3). Antonio Prestovina was being held by police on a possible insanity charge (7). W. B. Bryan, 79, 
Sand Coulee rancher, died at his home (10). 

19 November 1911 Judge Leslie granted seven divorces (3). Daniel Regan, 40, died after a long illness; out at Ft. 
Shaw, the young son of A. J. Hayes died (16). C.M. Russell completed an illustrated poem about Robert 
Vaughn and it was being much admired (16). 

20 November 1911 The Great Falls Board of Commerce wrote a letter to the Polk Company criticizing its 1911 
directory of Great Falls citizens—the Board claimed that Great Falls was substantially undercounted (5). 
The new post office building was waiting for its furniture, and its opening was thus delayed (8). The 
Elks organization was holding a benefit performance at the Opera House as a means to raise money for 
a building. Many local citizens were listed as performers (8). 

21 November 1911 The City Council created a special improvement district from 9th to 23rd street north for the 
purpose of constructing more sewer line—many appeared, opposing the district (3). Isaac Mattson, 48, 
Sand Coulee miner who was injured at a mine, died of his injuries (3). The GFPS School Board dis-
cussed adding on to the high school building (6). John Olson of First Avenue South advertised 100 live 
turkeys for sale (10). 

23 November 1911 Suffragettes in London, England, were again choosing to go to jail as they demonstrated for 
the right to vote (1). Potential homesteaders for 25 townships recently opened to homesteading broke 
the plate glass window and door at the Cut Bank land office in their bid to be first in line (3). Neihart 
closed schools and Dr. R. E. McCarten administered antitoxin to children in that area who had been 
exposed to diphtheria (9). The funeral of Jacob Luoma of Belt was held (10). Six local citizens were 
granted citizenship: Hans Peter Peterson, Nels Andrew Thisted, G. Balla, John Brokeda, Alfred Might, 
and Francis Ball (10). 

24 November 1911 GNRR announced its plans to extend its line from Moccasin to Lewistown (1). The Minutes 
of the Cascade County Commissioners for October, 1911 were published. The Road Fund payments 
were extensive—paid to those who worked to improve county roads (9). 

26 November 1011 Dick Walsh, Neihart, burned to death in his cabin (1). The Elks organization planned a me-
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morial ceremony in memory of three members who died in 1911: Emery B. Judd (April 27); D. T. Ed-
wards (June 14); and Thomas D. Landers, October 11 (4). Five abandoned children of J. J. Pierce of Cut 
Bank were being placed at the Montana State Orphans Home (11). W. I. Hamilton, Great Falls was 
charged in court with “white slavery” (16). 

27 November 1911 Mrs. Hugh Meenan, 27, and her new infant died in the city (10). Christian W. Crabtree, 6, of 
Ft. Shaw, died (10). The Fire Department extinguished a small fire at the residence of A.C. Eggert on 
the west side of Great Falls (10). 

28 November 1911 Mrs. Katherine Kalafat of Little Chicago died on the 27th (10). 

29 November 1911 Forty poor families of Great Falls received Thanksgiving food baskets from the Associated 
Charities group (7). GNRR paid more than $122,000. in taxes to Cascade County (10).  

30 November 1011 The football game between GFHS and Bozeman High was being played at Black Eagle Park 
at 3 PM (6). Hotel Rainbow’s Thanksgiving Menu was published on p. 10. The Grand Theatre was hav-
ing a special production “The Spring Maid” which had a cast and crew of 63. The show required six 
special railroad cars to carry the cast, baggage, and show sets (10). 

Deaths in November: 

 W. B. Bryan; A. J. Cowan; Thos. B. Cullen; Mrs. Peter Dobkosky; Hayes, son; Mrs. Annie Hopkins; 
Mrs. Katherine Kalafat; Eugene Lalier; Jacob Luoma; Isaac Mattson; Doris Anna McKay; Edward 
Megye; John Meier; Mrs. Hugh Meenan and new infant; Charles P. Page; Daniel Regan; Schenk child; 
Stemen’s infant son; Menoah Stone; Kenneth Vidal; Dick Walsh. 

1 December 1911 Great Falls Christian Scientists opened their new church at First Avenue North and 11th Street 
(7). G.D. Hodge, Black Eagle Power House foreman, was severely burned while on the job (10). 

2 December 1911 The Montana Railway Commission released its report on railroad deaths and injuries in Mon-
tana during the one-year period, Oct. 1, 1910-Sept. 30, 1911. Seventy-one were killed during that time 
frame, with 528 injured (1). A stage adaptation of The Virginian was playing at the local Opera House 
(7). 

3 December 1911 The War Department planned to turn over the Ft. Assiniboine Military Reservation to settle-
ment (1). The MT State Teacher Association and the State Library Association planned to meet for three 
days in Great Falls, Dec. 27-29 (4). Thos. B. Cullen estate entered into Cascade County probate (5). 
Severin and Laura Johnson were divorcing (13). The U.S. Pure Food Law would go in to effect on Jan. 
1, 1912 (15). Jessie L. Berky estate was in probate (16). 

4 December 1911 Funeral at Neihart for Dick Walsh, who burned to death in his cabin there on Nov. 25 (2). The 
Belgium Montana Corporation Company said it planned to bring many settlers to the old Bingham 
Ranch property near Cascade, Montana (3). The Elks Club paid tribute to its honored dead (5-6). Mrs. 
Fred H. Parish (nee Edna Buck) died at the Deaconess Hospital; Mrs. Mary Jenkins, 71, died (8).  Isaac 
Hendrickson of Minnesota committed suicide by gunshot in the waiting room of the GNRR Depot in 
Great Falls (8). 

5 December 1911 John Jardine estate was inventoried (5).  

7 December 1911 Page 3 included a long list of teachers granted teaching certificate, and also those who obtained 
Life Certificates. Probates being processed included: Jeremiah Cranston (died in 1904) and Russell L. 
Howard (5). Lewis Junction near Stockett, and Gerber, were to begin receiving railroad mail service six 
days a week (6). The Sand Coulee Coal Company announced that they had opened a new coal mine (7). 
Mandus Hinderager of Benton Lake was back after serving his sentence in the Montana State Prison 
(10). 

8 December 1911 The State Mine Inspector Reports on mining in Cascade and Chouteau Counties was released 
(2). “The Country Boy”, a comedy was at the Grand Theatre (3). Mary Batosh was being  deported to 
Canada (7). Fred C. Strain died at the Deaconess Hospital in Great Falls, after a 4-month illness. The 
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Conrad Estate buffalo escaped their Smith Valley enclosure near Kalispell and wandered through the 
town (7). The Belgo-Montana Colonization Company filed incorporation papers in Cascade County (the 
company was formerly known as the Bingham Ranch near Adel (7). 

9 December 1911 Montana Indian reservations appropriations were asked of Congress (6). The Montana High 
School Football Championship Game was to be played in Great Falls—vs Butte (8). The D. L. Betts 
Ranch auction sale was announced (11). 

10 December 1911 Senator Paris Gibson pleaded with the public to stop the butchery of wildlife (4). See a Cost 
of Living Comparison Table for Great Falls, as noted by local unions (7). The Schubert Symphony Club 
and Lady Quartet of Chicago were announced to play in Great Falls (9). The funeral of Charles Berg-
man was to take place in Spokane. Jack Zovo was taken to prison to serve one year (10). The Merchants 
Assn. of Great Falls filed its incorporation papers (11). The State Championship Football game ended in 
a tie with a score of Great Falls, 5, Butte, 5 (12). 

12 December 1911 Dr. Fairfield, County Health Officer, announced that generally the county residents were in 
good health (year ending Dec. 1, 1911). There had been 7 cases of Scarlet Fever, 6 of diphtheria, 19 
cases of typhoid fever, 42 cases of smallpox, 1 of measles, almost none of TB (3). Southside property 
owners in Great Falls protested the higher assessments for street sprinkling (7). 

13 December 1911 The ice near the city waterworks dam at Neihart was 17 inches thick, and ready for cutting 
(3). Great Falls’ Alcazar Theater was sold (5). The body of Mrs. John Lyons (Windham) was exhumed 
and brought to the Calvary Cemetery for reburial in Great Falls (7). 

14 December 1911 Mrs. Johana Prunberger, age 65, died at Great Falls (10). 

15 December 1911 The Caledonian Club started making plans for Bobby Burns day in January (5). Alex Sowa, 
GNRR apprentice, was struck by a falling crane and taken to the hospital (7). Ethel Burton, juvenile, 
was taken to Helena to live at the House of the Good Shepherd (7).6 Dec 1911 

16 December 1911 Michael Crizansky, age 6 of Stockett died (5). 

17 December 1911 Babies from Great Falls and surrounding area were featured in pictures on the front page. 
Valeria Hall was pictured on p. 4 as the new home of the Great Falls Y.W.C.A. College men in Great 
Falls united in a University Club, with a beginning membership of about 150 (7). The GFHS football 
team was featured in a picture on p. 8. The Columbus Hospital 4th Floor Annex suffered a serious fire 
(11). The Sand Coulee Library Association and the Miners’ Union there purchased a pianola for the 
library (13). Part II Feature: Pictures of new homes built in Great Falls in 1911—Charles Gies, S. R. 
Jensen, F. G. Johnson, Dr. F. J. Adams, S.E. Atkinson, C.B. McCulloh, H. A. Templeton. The new post 
office and Federal Courthouse was also featured, as was the new Elks Lodge. Great Falls Electric Prop-
erties was also a full-page feature. The newspaper was a full 46 pages! 

19 December, 1911 Mrs. Carrie Harrison died at Rochester where she had gone for medical treatment; her funeral 
was planned for Great Falls (5). Residents of the Burlingame Addition to Little Chicago finally had a 
city water hookup (10). 

20 December, 1911 Steve Huff, a carpenter, died on Monday and his funeral was to be held Wednesday (9). 

21 December 1911 P. E. Dahl, a smelter man, died at his home in Little Chicago (6). Miss May M. Carson, age 
27, died in the city (7).  

22 December 1911 Wm. Vernon’s article “Life on Irrigated Farm Results on Sun River Land” detailed what the 
homesteader on such land needed to make it through a first year (5). “The Travelling Salesman” would 
appear at the Grand Theatre; it was described as a side-splitting comedy (6). The funeral of Mary Ann 
Ellis, 14-day old, was held from the family home at726 Fifth Avenue South. P. E. Dahls’ funeral would 
be held at his Little Chicago residence. May Carson was buried at Highland Cemetery (6). The Elks 
provided Christmas cheer for the children in 27 homes (about 125 children) described as “needy” (6). 
Professor Kendall said that his class in “Buck and Wing” dancing would teach the required 16 steps (8). 
A local skating Club cleared Gibson Pond of snow, and about 100 skaters took advantage of the great 
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ice there (9). 

23 December, 1911 Fire drills were held in all GFPS schools, and the amount of time it took for children to get 
out was publicized in an article on p. 3. Charley Russell’s pen sketches from “The Virginian” were on 
display at the Ridgeley Calendar Company in the Tod Block (3). The Prag Saloon’s temporary turkey 
coop was kicked apart, and 20 turkeys were liberated by W. M. Moeller, who was arrested for disorder-
ly conduct (6). Tom McShane, Brand Inspector, sheared  a cow to find its brand and prove positive 
ownership by Greeley, whose dispute with Alderman Frank A. Rudolph was in court (7). 

24 December, 1911 Nicholas Tirogalas, lodging house keeper at 19 ½ 2nd Street South, was held in the killing of 
Joseph White “a colored man about 28 years old” at the lodging house. Blanche White, Joseph’s ex-
wife, lived at the lodging house, and troubles had ensued when Joseph went to retrieve a suitcase there. 
He admitted burning Blanche’s portrait, which she had wanted in return for the suitcase. Tirogalas fired 
4 shots when Joseph White came down the hall; the story was lurid in detail (3). The Society page con-
tained stories of many Christmas parties (5). The Great Falls Gas Company completed its addition to its 
plant, begun in October (9). Great Falls Iron Works was pictured, having successfully built two 7-ton 
drums for the Cottonwood Coal Company at Stockett; names of workers are included (13). Frank E. 
Powell, Central Avenue Jeweler, had died suddenly, and Fred Mourdant, aged railroad laborer, dropped 
dead at 1st Avenue South and 2nd intersection. James Robinson, a colored man, was found insane and 
would be taken to the state asylum (14). 

25 December, 1911 The Sixty-Mile River area in the Klondike experienced a sudden gold rush, with more than 
200 dog teams, owners, and Klondikers in pursuit of claims there (1). Dixon introduced a bill in the U.S. 
Congress to address criminal activity and the protection of birds and animals in Glacier Park (2). Bell 
Hops at the New Rainbow Hotel were wearing new gray uniforms issued by the manager there (5). The 
6th annual Montana State Librarians’ Association was being held in Great Falls; a highlight would be the 
tour of the new Children’s Library room at the Great Falls Public Library (6). The annual meeting of 
Montana teachers was also being held in Great Falls (6). A huge story on p. 7 detailed questions into the 
death of Joseph White by Tirogalas, who had surrendered to police. Brock (or, Broch), a Belt-area 
rancher, killed his two young children, ages 2 and six weeks, and then committed suicide at his home. 
He had sent his wife to get help. The article called Brock “mentally unbalanced” (10).  

26 December, 1911 “Clara Barton Is Ninety Years Old” (1). Gust Seeger, Neihart, was in jail afterstabbing his 
friend John Lilli during a “friendly wrestling match” (1). R. N. Sutherlin, Editor of The Rocky Mountain 
Husbandman” forgot to look, and was knocked down by a team of horses going at a brisk pace on Cen-
tral Avenue; he suffered minor injuries (3). Local artist Frank J. Huba’s oil portrait of Brother Van (Rev. 
Dr. Wm. Van Orsdel) was on display in the Como Store window; the 52X30-inch portrait was to be 
given to the Deaconess Hospital as a Christmas gift (3). The 2011 Cascade County Delinquent Tax List 
was featured on pp. 5-7, 11. Entries included the names of delinquent taxpayers, a description of the 
property in arrears, and the tax penalty and costs. No inquest was planned in Wm. Brock’s murder of his 
two young children and his suicide (8). Frank Cawley, age 57 and a fireman, died at the Arvon Block 
Lodging House (9). Blanche White Tirogalas was locked up as the Joseph White murder investigation 
continued, pending the coroner’s verdict. Nick Tirogalas was also in jail (12). Florence Thorson 
(probably Tronson), age 4, Valier, died in Great Falls (12). 

27 December, 1911 The Great Northern RR and the Milwaukee RR announced a collaborative project to con-
struct a railway line from Lewistown to Weede immediately. As a result, the planned extension of a line 
from Hilger to Roy was dropped (1). The Great Falls Travel Club gave several pieces of art work to the 
new Children’s Room at the public library (6). The Coroner’s Jury in the Joseph White murder said that 
he came to his death at the hand of Nick Tirogalas, and stated Tirogalas should be charged; Blanche 
Tirogalas was to be held as an accessory to the crime (7). W. J. Houlihan of Butte was named by the 
GNRR as the new GNRR trainmaster for Great Falls (10). City Health Officer Dr. J. H. Fairfield said 
that Great Falls had only two quarantine cases (10). 

28 December, 1911 The temperature was -4—having dropped from 20 above, suddenly (7). About 500 Montana 
teachers attending their state meeting at Great Falls tackled “The Distribution of Responsibility in Train-
ing for Citizenship”, listening to papers presented by 3 Montanans prior to a discussion of the issues. 
They also heard speakers on “Education and Democracy” and “The Measure of Efficiency in the Teach-
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er”. The state library association, also meeting at Great Falls, considered “The County Library”, and 
“Library Commissions” before joining teachers at the Opera House to listen to the president of Ohio 
State University speak on Education and Democracy. Great Falls citizens were encouraged to attend any 
or all of these sessions (1, 7). While the guests of only 3 Great Falls Hotels were available (6), the lists 
include many, many teachers! Meanwhile, down in Butte, British militant suffragette Emelin Pankhurst 
addressed more than 2,000 women at an evening program (1). November Minutes of the County Com-
missioners were published beginning on p. 3. Frank E. Powell’s funeral was announced, as was Carrie 
B. Garrison’s (10). At the request of Sisters at Columbus Hospital, 15 vagrants were arrested and re-
moved from the facility, where they had been eating at the Hospital’s expense (10). 

29 December, 1911 When association attendance was tallied, more than 700 teachers had attended the state meet-
ing which wrapped up on Great Falls (1). Librarians completed their state meeting by urging the crea-
tion of a Montana library commission (1). George Powell of Harlem, renown for having once been a 
captive of Sitting Bull, died (3). 

30 December, 1911 About 30-40 teachers, chaperoned by Mayor Speer, were reported to have visited two Great 
Falls saloons (owned by Sid Willis and W. H. Rance) in order to view good artworks by Charles M. 
Russell. The saloons were cleared in advance of the visit (3). Post Office furniture and federal building 
furnishings had arrived by train (10). 

31 December, 1911 A GNRR train wreck near Sharon, North Dakota resulted in 6 dead and 12 injured. The Mon-
tanans reported dead were: Joseph Mosher, Great Falls, GNRR cook; M. Mahoney, Whitefish, GNRR 
brakeman; and Mrs. Martha Keeler, Kalispell, GNRR passenger (1). Former Senator Paris Gibson’s 
feature on Great Falls urged tree culture, telling of his dreams for the city, and calling the city the “tree 
city of the Rocky Mountains” (5). The Annual Statement of the Financial Condition of Cascade County 
was published on p. 7. The minimum hourly and daily wages to be paid for 1912 were listed for the fol-
lowing occupations: carpenters, brick masons, plasterers, stone masons, plumbers, steam fitters, paint-
ers, lathers, sheet metal workers, concrete finishers, building laborers, mortar mixers, teamers, and “man 
and team” (11). Sheet music for “Alabama” was reproduced for pianists on p. 12. The Great Falls funer-
al of Mrs. Elizabeth Davis Evans was announced (13). John M. Rhoades, Teton County, was being held 
in jail there for alleged “white slavery”.  

DEATHS IN DECEMBER: 

  Charles Bergman, Wm. Brock and his 2 children (murder/suicide), May Carson, Frank Cawley, Mi-
chael Criszansky,  P. E. Dahl, Mary Ann Ellis, Mrs. Elizabeth Davis Evans, Carrie B. Garrison (out of 
state), Isaac Henrickson,  Steve Huff,  Mrs. Mary Jenkins, Mrs. John Lyons, Joseph Mosher, Fred Mour-
dant, Edna (Buck) Parrish, Frank E. Powell, Fred C. Strain, Florence Tronson, Joseph White. 

SO, THERE IT IS! One year’s worth of news from the Great Falls Tribune! Enjoy. 

~~~Janet D. Thomson, Ed.D.  
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