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In Retrospect, Great Falls High School  
 Class of 1921 Graduates  

  
   As of May, 2018, the Great Falls Genealogy Society Library has no school reunion documents  
for the Great Falls High School Class of 1921. The following brief biographies record what has  
been found about these class members.  If you know more about of the life of one of these class- 
mates and can provide additions, corrections, or total biographies, please contact the Great Falls  
Genealogy Society so that these can be added to this document. If you can provide any 1921 Class  
Reunion documents, that would be appreciated.  

Janet D. Thomson, Ed.D  
May, 2018  

OLIVER, Arthur Stanley, born January 7, 1903 in North Dakota to Samuel W. and Katie (Fraser) Oliver, lived 
with them at 1408 2nd Avenue South when the school census was taken in Fall, 1920. He was on his way to attend 
the University of Nebraska, according to a Tribune September, 1921, story. He had majored in the Scientific course 
of study at GFHS. He graduated from the University of Nebraska in 1926, and worked for a Chicago stocks and 
bonds firm.  Arthur died of meningitis following an operation in Chicago, on May 15, 1929.  He was buried in 
Great Falls (SC; Great Falls Tribune story, Obituary; George Company records).~ 
 
PAPPIN, Clarice Violet majored in the commercial course of study at GFHS. Her parents were Isaac and Susan 
(Knight) Pappin, and Clarice was born December 19, 1903 at Great Falls. In Fall, 1921, a story in the Tribune not-
ed that she was planning to attend Great Falls Commercial College. She married James GILLEN, Jr., of Sand Cou-
lee, on August 29, 1925, at Great Falls. They were listed in Great Falls directories as late as 1954. Clarice died at 
Bigfork, Montana, on April 11, 1990, and was buried at Hillcrest Lawn Memorial in Great Falls (SC; MT Marriag-
es; CD; Findagrave.com).~ 
 
PETERSON, Arthur Edgar was born on July 12, 1902 to Erland and Carrie Peterson.  The family lived at 1716 
6th Avenue North when the 1920 school census was taken.  Arthur took the general course of study in high school. 
He married Jessie D. CLEMENTS on January 8, 1924, at Great Falls.  An interesting sidenote:  Erland, a smelter 
man in GF, got a passport to travel to the Belgian Congo, Union of South Africa, and Rhodesia, January 19, 1918, 
on business. In the April 8, 1930 Census at Great Falls, Arthur was a newspaper mailer, his wife Jessie worked as a 
spotter at a dry cleaners, they had two young sons, and lived next door to his parents. Arthur died in Flathead 
County on August 11, 1989 and was buried at the Manchester Cemetery, near Great Falls; his wife Jessie died in 
1998 and was also interred there (SC; MT Marriages; U.S. Census; U.S. Passport Applications 1795-1925; Findag-
rave.com).~ 
 

POHLAD, Verna was born on June 20, 1904; her parents were listed as Michael M. and Elizabeth Pohlad in the 
1920 GF school census.  The family lived at 1806 5th Avenue North. Verna took the general course of study in high 
school. Verna lived for several years in Great Falls, working as a stenographerðshe was found in these GF Direc-
tories: 1923, 1925, 1934.  In the 1940 Census she was recorded as a stenographer working in Spokane, Washing-
ton; she lived with her sister Mary (single), a school teacher.  Verna died on April 28, 1993; her last residence was 
Spokane, Washington (SC; Social Security Death Index; WA Deaths).~ 
 

POPHAL, Levora Carolyn was born June 19, 1903, to Gust F. and Minnie Pophal. The family lived at 403 10th 
Street South in Fall, 1920.  Levora took the general course of study in high school. In the fall of 1921 she was 
listed in a group of graduates planning to attend MSU at Missoula. She married Donald HOFFMAN (Great Falls 
Tribune circulation manager, 36 years) on June 17, 1924, in Great Falls. Her obituary noted that Levora was the 
Roosevelt School clerk for ten years, and was the soloist for First Presbyterian Church in Great Falls.  She was 
survived by a daughter and a son. Levora died October 23, 1956 and was buried at Highland Cemetery (Cascade 
County Marriages; Great Falls Tribune article; GF Tribune obituary; George Company records).~ 
 
REHALL, Olga, born in Montana, majored in the general course of study in high school. Her parents, Joseph and 

Anna Rehall, were naturalized Syrian immigrants who had a farm at Joplin, Montana, as shown in the 1920 Cen-
sus.  Her father died not long after. By 1925 Olga and several siblings and her widowed mother lived in Casper, 
Wyoming; Olga was a clerk.  The Casper city directory for 1928 noted her continued residence there, along with 

other family members (CD; U.S. Census). 
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RILEY, Arch, born June 4, 1903 to George and Marie Riley, lived at the family home  at 412 11th Street North in 
Fall, 1920.  Arch took the general course of study in high school. In the fall of 1921 he was listed in a group of 
GFHS graduates who planned to attend MSC at Bozeman. He later married Hazel H. RABE. Arch died October 
13, 1936 and was buried in Highland Cemetery, Great Falls. His widow Hazel taught at McKinley School in 
1937. (SC; MT Marriages; Findagrave.com; CD).~ 
 

ROBERTS, Elliott John, born August 7, 1904 in Montana to Commodore and Annis Elliott Roberts, was plan-
ning to attend Yale University in the fall of 1921. Commodore and Annis had married in Kalispell in 1903, and 
the family lived there in 1910, where Commodore was engaged in real estate. In the 1920 Great Falls Census 
Commodore was identified as a bank president.  Elliott had majored in the scientific course of study at GFHS, 
gave the Salutatory Address and was a member of the ñHonor Tenò in his graduating class. Elliott J. Roberts lived 
in New Haven, Connecticut with his wife Elizabeth in 1930; he was a university professor. In 1937 they lived in 
Westport, and he was identified as a research engineer for The Dorr Company, Inc; in 1948 he still held that posi-
tion.  He died at Norwalk, CT on September 22, 1987 and was buried at Willowbrook Cemetery in Westport. 
(MT Marriages; U.S. Census; SC; Great Falls Tribune; CD; Findagrave.com; Connecticut Death Index). ~ 
 
RYDELL, Mildred M. was born to parents Herman and Lillie on September 20, 1903. Mildred majored in the 
general course of study in high school. In Fall, 1921, a story in the Tribune noted that she was planning to attend 
Great Falls Commercial College. In 1923 she was listed as living in San Francisco. Her father died in Great Falls 
in 1935 (SC; Great Falls Tribune story; CD; George Company records). 
 
SANFORD, Hollis was born August 26, 1902 to George (civil engineer) and Edith Sanford.  They lived at 517 
6th Avenue North in Fall, 1920.  He took the general course of study in high school. In the fall of 1921 he was 
listed in a group of GFHS graduates who planned to attend MSC at Bozeman. In 1940 he lived in Boise, Idaho, 
and worked as a reclamation engineer; his wife, Mary, was a school teacher. He died in Denver in July, 1987 (SC; 
U. S. Census; Social Security Death Index).~ 
 

SCHILLING, Aurora C. was born November 18, 1902. Her parents, Albert and Bertha (Schneider) Schilling, 
maintained a family home at 306 7th Avenue South in the fall of 1920. Her father worked for the GNRR. Aurora 
took the general course of study in high school. She married Frank Albert Heikka on September 1, 1923, at Ala-
meda, California; at the time, he was a brakeman, and she worked as a stenographer. The 1930 U.S. Census rec-
orded them at Berkeley, Alameda, Californiaðshe was working in an office, and he was a brakeman. Frank A. 
Heikka was a suicide on August 5, 1937 at Berkeley, California and was buried at Mountain View Cemetery in 
Oakland. Aurora was living in Sacramento at the time of his death. In 1938 she still resided in Sacramento, and 
was working as a clerk for the California Unemployment Reserves Com.  In 1944 she lived in Oakland but 
worked for a company across the bay in San Francisco. In the 1930s she was recorded three times in California 
Voter registrations (SC; CA Marriages; Findagrave.com; Oakland Tribune, August 6, 1937, p. 1; CD; Ances-
try.com). 
 
SHAW, Guy F. was born June 14, 1901, to William H. and Della (Kruger) Shaw.  In Fall, 1920 the family lived 
at the Elmore Apartments, and his father was the manager of a brickyard in Great Falls. Guy took the general 
course of study at GFHS.  In 1925 he was a clerk in Great Falls, living in the same house as Jackson Shaw, who 
was a foreman at Great Falls Brick. He died at Mount Vernon, Skagit, Washington, on March 11, 1985. (SC; CD; 
Washington Death Index; Findagrave.com).~ 
 

STONE, Opal Marian, born October 31, 1903 at Clancy, majored in the Classical course of study at GFHS.  She 
was a member of the ñHonor Tenò in the graduating class. Her parents were W. G. and Priscilla, and her father 
was employed by the GNRR.  The family home was at 327 8th Avenue South in Fall, 1920, as shown in the 
school census.  She married to David S. THOMAS on June 12, 1929, in Cascade County. Her mother died in 
Great Falls in 1954, and David S. Thomas died there in 1975. Opal died August 8, 1991 at Madison Ohio, and 
was buried at Highland Cemetery in Great Falls (SC; George Company records; Findagrave.com; GF Tribune 
obituary, August 9, 1991).~ 
 
STRUNCK, Lucille. In the Fall of 1921, the Tribune listed her along with two others from her class, going to 
teacher training at Dillon Normal.  In the 1920 Great Falls U.S. Census, she was cited as a boarder, living with 
the Dr. G. McCole family; her parents likely lived out at Cascade. She married Albert Vonbonhorst in Globe, 
Arizona; Lucille died on July 12, 1937, and was buried in Great Falls (U.S. Census; GF Tribune story; AZ mar-
riage Certificate; Findagrave.com).~~ 
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SWAIN, Marjorie B. was born on February 27, 1903, to Robert H. and Clara M. Swain, in Great Falls.  In Fall, 
1920, the family lived at 1110 2nd Avenue North.  Marjorie majored in the commercial course of study at GFHS. 
She married Robert J. SMITH on June 27, 1925, in Cascade County. Her father died in Great Falls in 1940, while 
her mother died there in 1957. Her husband died in 1947; after that, Marjorie became a secretary and was em-
ployed by Immigration and Naturalization.  She had a cabin near Helena and enjoyed summers there; she was sur-
vived by two daughters at her death on September 15, 1992, which occurred at Lewistown.  She was buried at Hill-
crest Lawn Mausoleum. (SC; George Company records; GF Tribune obituary).~ 
 
TAARLAND, Pauline majored in the commercial course of study at GFHS; she roomed with the Oscar Conrad 
family. In the 1920 U.S. Census she was recorded with her widowed mother, Bertha, and her two older brothers on 
a farm in Chouteau County.  In 1923 Pauline was a stenographer at the McKee Stationery Store, and lived at the 
Elmore Apartments in Great Falls. 
 

TAYLOR, John B., Jr., born February 20, 1903 to parents John B., Sr., and Katie E. Taylor, was on his way to 
attend Harvard in the Fall of 1921.  In Fall, 1920, the family lived at 1816 4th Avenue North. John took the general 
course of study in high school. He gave the Valedictory Address as one of the ñHonor Tenò for the Class of 1921, 
and was also awarded the Woehner Medal (SC; Great Falls Tribune story; U.S. Census). 
 
TOWNSEND, Marion A., majored in the Classical course of study at GFHS. She was born September 16, 1902 to 
James and Nora D. Townsend; her father was a rancher.  In 1920 the family listed their residence as 724 3rd Ave-
nue North. Marion was still in Great Falls in 1923, 1925, and 1927-1928. In 1927-1928 she was a stenographer for 
Summit Oil Company in Great Falls. In 1930 she and her sisters lived in Los Angeles; Marion was working as a 
secretary. There was a Marion Townsend of Los Angeles who visited Great Falls with her sisters in July, 1939, 
according to a news story. Marion died in Los Angeles on July 30, 1966; her spouse was Arthur C. Karr.  (SC; CD; 
GF Tribune, July 23, 1939, p. 17).~ 
 
VOGEL, Margaret C.  was born to Henry and Matilda E. Vogel on May 15, 1902, according to the 1920 school 
census.  They lived at 701 2nd Avenue North. According to a September, 1921 Tribune update, she planned to at-
tend Leland Stanford University in California. Margaret Vogel was teaching Latin at GFHS, according to a January 
8, 1925 Tribune story. She probably married Walter H. PETTERSON in Cascade County, on August 11, 1934. 
She died May 31, 1983 at Clearwater, Florida, and her burial occurred June 6 at Mt. Olivet Cemetery in Great Falls 
(SC; U.S. Census; Great Falls Tribune stories; MT Marriages; obituary, June 3, 1983).~ 
 
WAGNER, Raymond Jacob was born on May 26, 1903, along with his twin, Clayton.  Their father Joseph was 
deceased by 1921, and his mother, Shirley F., lived at 208 2nd Avenue North. He majored in the Scientific course of 
study at GFHS. His mother and brother Joseph still lived in Great Falls in April, 1940. Shirley Wagner died and 
was buried at Highland Cemetery in 1959. (SC; U.S. Censuses; Findagrave.com).  
 

WALKER, Ruth J. was born October 29, 1903 to I. N. and Anna L. Walker.  They lived at 1114 3rd Avenue 
North in Fall, 1920; her father was the president of a local company. She took the general course of study in high 
school. Ruth was noted in a September, 1921 news story as on her way to attend Radcliffe College. She was a 
member of the ñHonor Tenò in her GFHS graduating class. She was a music instructor at Kurt Wanieckôs Summer 
Music School on the Middle Fork of the Judith, August, 1930;  (SC; CD; Great Falls Tribune August 26, 1930, p. 
4). 
 
WALL, Lonnie Arnold was born January 29, 1904 to Carl M. and Matilda A. Wall.  In Fall 1920 the family lived 
at 1911 6th Avenue North, and his father worked at the Smelter. Lonnie took the general course of study in high 

school. He married Muriel A. Blake. In 1940 they were in Great Falls, where Lonnie was a bookkeeper for a 
wholesale auto store.  They had one daughter and two sons in the home. By 1944 Lonnie worked for Great Falls 
Brewery as a secretary-treasurer. In 1946 his occupation involved bar fixtures, according to his directory entry.  In 

1953 his entry listed him as a tile contractor, while in 1955 he had the Kool Breeze Awning Company. Lonnie died 

at Great Falls on July 20, 1966 and was buried at Highland Cemetery. (SC; CD; Findagrave # 132469592). ~ 



Treasure State Lines                                                                                                                   Volume 43  Number 2 

27 

 

WERGELAND, Floyd L., [General] (b. July 20, 1904, Kibbey, Montana) planned to attend Denver University. 
He had majored in the Scientific course of study at GFHS. According to a story in 1944 in the Tribune, Wergeland 
did premedical studies at Northwestern University and received a degree in medicine from the College of Medical 
Evangelists at Loma Linda, California in 1932.  He was a resident physician at the San Diego County General hos-
pital until he went active Army in 1933.  By 1934 he was married to Josephine, and was listed as a physician, 
working in San Diego. He was surgeon general at the Rockwell Army Field in California; after that he was sta-
tioned with the Medford, Oregon CCC.  The 1940 U.S. Census noted he and his wife with two sonsðFloyd, Jr, age 
7, and David, age 4; the family lived in Officerôs Quarters, Carlisle Barracks, U.S. Medical School in Pennsylva-
nia, where Floyd was an officer.  After completing medical field service school, he went to Fort McClellan, Ala-
bama. He became a colonel at age 40, as reported in the Tribune.  Major General Floyd L. Wergeland of the U.S. 
Army Medical Corps (d. July 14, 1979, Orange County, California) was buried at Arlington National Cemetery. 
His wife, Josephine Newton Wergeland, was buried alongside him in 1990. (SC; Great Falls Tribune story; CD; 
U.S. Census, 1940; Ancestry.com. U.S., Register of Civil, Military, and Naval Service, 1863-1959, database on-
line; GF Tribune, January 12, 1944, p. 12; Baltimore Passenger Lists 1946; Findagrave.com # 30760408).~ 
 
WERGELAND, Jenning (b. August 29, 1902). In the fall of 1921 Jenning was listed in a group of graduates plan-
ning to attend MSU at Missoula. He had majored in the Scientific course of study at GFHS. In 1927 the Great Falls 
city directory listed him as a salesman for Burroughs Adding Machines. On July 15, 1929 he married Velma Ryker 
at Plentywood, Montana. The 1940 U.S. Census at Seattle noted that he had attended two years of college, and was 
an automobile salesman. By that time, he and his wife had two childrenðJerrold and Gale. Jenning died at Seattle 
on 17 May, 1981.  (SC; CD; Great Falls Tribune story; U.S. Census, 1940; Social Security Death Index; MT Mar-
riages).~ 
 
WILSON, Nellie D. married Jack MATSON on April 18, 1922. According to Nellieôs obituary in late March, 
1936, she had also graduated from Deaconess Hospital Nursing School. When she died, she was survived by her 
husband Jack (formerly of the Great Falls Iron Works), two sons, and her sister, Jessie. The family moved to Wich-
ita, Kansas in 1925; Nellie D. Matson died in Wichita in late March, 1936.  (MT Marriages; Great Falls Tribune 
obituary, March 26, 1936, p. 14). ~ 
 
WOODS, Dorothy E. was born March 25, 1901 to Orville B. and Flora M. Woods. In Fall 1920 the family lived at 
915 1st Avenue North, and her father was employed by the GNRR. Dorothy took the general course of study at 
Great Falls High School. By about 1935 she had married Paul Schermerhorn, according to the 1940 U.S. Census 
taken at Great Falls.  She and her husband were living in her parentsô household, and her husband was a locomo-
tive fireman. Dorothy had lived in Polson in 1935, as shown in the census. Paul died in Kalispell in 1960, and was 
buried at Polson. Dorothy Schermerhorn Hamilton died on September 17, 1990, and is buried at Polson, Montana. 

(SC; CD; 1940 U.S. Census; Findagrave #  95095838).~ 
 
WOOLEY, Wilfred W. (b. May 1, 1901, Canada) took the general course of study in high school at Great Falls. 
When his family held a reunion in July 1927 at Great Falls, he was living at 1109 8th Avenue South, separate from 
other family members.  Through the years he was a photographer up at Shelby, a ranch hand near Helena, and 
worked at various restaurant positions in Helena. He died July 19, 1974 at Warm Springs, Deer Lodge County, 
Montana.  (SC; U.S. Censuses; Social Security Death Index).~ 
 

WYNN, Winnifred (b. September 7 1902, Great Falls) in 1923 was employed as a wrapper for the Eddy Baking 
Company in Great Falls.  Winnifred had taken the general course of study in high school. She later married Adolph 
BAACK, on December 12, 1928 in Cascade County. Her obituary noted that she died at a Great Falls nursing 
home in early April, 1992, and was buried at Highland Cemetery.  She had attended Great Falls Commercial Col-
lege, and worked for Pierce Auto Company before her marriage. They lived on the family farm near Carter, had 
one son, Audy, and one grandchild.  During her lifetime she was a member of the Fort Benton Library Board, the 
Montana Flower Growers Association, and Eastern Star. In addition, she belonged to a local hobby club and the 
Carter Community Club.  During WW II she was active in Red Cross and the USO.  She was also survived by her 
husband and a brother, Charles Wynn, both of Great Falls. (CD; MT Marriages; Great Falls Tribune obituary, April 
5, 1992, p. 12).~ 
 
Other stories found, concerning these classmates: 
 

ñMany Student Activities Thrive In The Great Falls High Schoolò, Jan. 2, 1921, p. 21. 
 

ñSociety Eventsò Great Falls tribune., December 18, 1921, p. 22. 
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Neighborhood Grocery Stores in Great Falls, MontanaðA Thing of the Past 
Eldon Stompro 

Photos by Gary Goettel 
 

 If you lived in Great Falls during the 1930s and 1940s or before, nearly all of your grocery shopping 
would have been done in a neighborhood grocery store. In 1935, the year chosen for this research, there were 111 
neighborhood grocery stores in Great Falls, including the Westside and Black Eagle areas. 
 Most of these were small, sometimes in a house where the downstairs or the garage were remodeled to be 
the store, and the upstairs or other part of the downstairs were the living quarters. Many were run by a couple, 
therefore the term, ñMom and Popò store was used. 
 Some of these were meat markets and some sold produce, but most of them sold only the bare necessi-
tiesðbread, milk, eggs, sugar, butter, flour, and various canned goods.  All of them had a good selection of penny 
candy, which made them very popular with neighborhood youngsters. 
 Of the 111 stores at that time, 15 were on Central Avenue, 44 were on the Northside, 41 were on the 
Southside, 8 on the Westside, and 3 were located in Black Eagle.  Notice that there were no grocery stores on 
Tenth Avenue South at that time. That development came in the latter 1940s., the 50s, and the 60s. 
 By comparison, in 2018 there are two Walmarts, 2 IGAs, Samôs Club, two Albertsons, and one each of 
Smithôs, Super-1, and Super Valu. There are 22 convenience stores, mostly connected with gas stations. There are 
only four that could be called similar to the old-time neighborhood grocery storesðPereôs Food Basket, Popeye 
Mini-Mart, Schulteôs and 2-Jôs Fresh Market. 
 In the days of the neighborhood groceries, ownership and location seemed to be quite volatile. There 
were new stores every year, and some that closed. 
 There will never again be a time of the ñMom and Pop Storesò as those of us that are old enough to re-
member. Memories of them are good ones because these stores not only supplied our necessities, but also because 
the ñstoreò was a neighborhood meeting place where friendships were made and news was exchanged. 
 It was a good time, even though much of it occurred during the Great Depression and World War II. 

 In the following story the address is given first, followed by the Store Name or Store Owner Name. 
  
Great Falls Grocery Stores by Avenue and Street, as noted in the 1935 Polkôs Great Falls Directory 

 

 

Central Avenue Grocery Stores, 1935 

418 Central - Michael Bartley           500 Central - Safeway 
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516 Central - W. J. Toy                518 Central - Donôs Food Shop 

521 Central - MacMarr Stores             526 Central - Great Falls Grocery Company 

604 Central - Hugh Cline ï New Building Built on Site (no picture)  

608 Central - S & B Self-Service Grocery ï First 
Floor of the White Building 

721 Central - Bertscheôs Food Market ï Currently 
Site of Cassiopeia Bookstore 

Great Falls Grocery Stores by Avenue and Street, as noted in the 1935 Polkôs Great Falls Directory  

Central Avenue Grocery Stores, 1935 continued 
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Great Falls Grocery Stores by Avenue and Street, as noted in the 1935 Polkôs Great Falls Directory  

Central Avenue Grocery Stores, 1935 continued 

808 Central - Thrift Grocery - Currently Site of Lithia Subaru (no picture) 

1123 Central - Quality Grocery 1701 Central - Edward Warzeka 

1919 Central - Margaret Mansfield 

2526 Central - Leavittôs Grocery ï 

Now a Vacant Lot (no picture) 

First Avenue North Grocery Stores, 1935 

609 1st Avenue North - Hollis Ellis - New 

Building Built on Site (no picture) 

2326 1st Avenue North - A-1 Meat and Grocery 
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Great Falls Grocery Stores by Avenue and Street, as noted in the 1935 Polkôs Great Falls Directory  

Second Avenue North Grocery Stores, 1935 

15 İ 2nd Avenue North - George McCourtney ï Mystery Location Possibly in Gibson Park (no picture) 

203 2nd Avenue North - Park Grocery 621 2nd Avenue North - Apartment Grocery 

1701 2nd Avenue North - Myrtle Whitlockôs 2026 2nd Avenue North - Vanôs Grocery and 
Service Station 

2700 2nd Avenue North - Lenihan Grocery ï 
Currently Perez Food Basket 

3124 2nd Avenue North - Lowell Meat and 
Grocery - On Right  
 


