GREAT FALLS GENEALOGY SOCIETY

The Falls
Newsletter
APRIL 2022
Established 1975

President’s Corner
Whether you are celebrating the beginning of Spring or anticipating the arrival of Easter, these two
events on our calendar have one thing in common – the anticipation of new life. Recently a friend excitedly
told me that green shoots had just broken through the dirt of his flower beds! A letter from a young man
about to complete treatment for drug addiction, wrote enthusiastically of the new outlook he has for his future. Both events are new life celebrations.
Members of the Great Falls Genealogy Society and patrons of our Library have some “new life” to
celebrate as well. Restrictions on the number of people in the Public Library’s Montana Room and the
GFGS Library have been lifted! After two years, we no longer need to do head counts to be sure there aren’t
too many people in the room. You should have seen how quickly Cheryl Lucas ripped down the limitation
signs.
At their April meeting, the GFGS Board will discuss what this implies for our Society. Will we return to “in person” meetings? The Board has already discussed the probability that when we do return to “in
person” meetings, we will continue to offer an online option. This will allow out-of-town and out-of-state
members to join us for our meetings. More “newness” for us.
Please watch for updates as decisions are made and plans are set in motion for what may well be a
return to something that looks more “normal” for long-time GFGS members. New life indeed!
Great Falls Genealogy Society is celebrating its 47th Anniversary! Join us as we work to make the
remainder of 2022 tremendously productive and enjoyable for our Society.
Larry D. Spicer
GFGS president

Thur d ,
7th – Acquisitions Committee, 1:00 p.m.
Thur d ,
– Board Meeting, 4:00 p.m.
Sunday, April 10th—Sunday Sampler for Great Falls Museum Consortium,
Library Open 12 p.m.—4 p.m.
Sunday, April 10th—Roots Magic 8 Class—Individual instruction for patrons
needing assistance with Roots Magic 8 12 p.m.—4 p.m. Jan Thomson, moderator
Wednesday, April 13th - Wednesdays At 11AM, Zoom Session, Funeral
Homes, The Benefits of the information when you can receive it.
Thu d ,
- GFGS General Meeting via Zoom, 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday, April 27th - Wednesdays At 11AM, Zoom Session, To be determined
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 West Elementary School Yearbook
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 Great Falls Yesterday
 The Herald Souvenir (Neihart)
 The Beartooth Highway: A History of

America’s Most Beautiful Drive (MT)
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 Blacktail Cave and Bear Stories
 Border Bandits Border Raids (TX)
 Changing Governments in Great Falls:
Transition Amid Dissent
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 Discover Anabaptism in Switzerland
 The Charles M. Bair Family Museum
Collection

 Directory of Post Offices
 Fraternity of War: Plains Indian Rock





2022 Schedule
for Conferences
May 24—28 National Genealogical
Society Family History Conference—
Sacramento, California—https://
conference.ngsgenealogy.org/
for information
June 10—12 Mullan Road Conference—Fort Benton, Montana—
https://m.facebook.com/
MullanRoad2022/? for information
September 29—October 1 Montana
History Conference—Red Lodge, Montana—https://mhs.mt.gov/education/
index3 for information
September 29—October 1 Montana
State Genealogical Society—Fairmont
Hot Springs, Montana—http://
montanamsgs.org/conferences.html
(Covid Depending) for information
See you there!

Art at Bear Gulch and Atherton Canyon,
Montana
In Their Honor Veterans of the TriCounty Area (GA)
Iron Women: The Ladies Who Helped
Build the Railroad
Military Wives in Arizona Territory: A
History of Women Who Shaped the
Frontier
Montana Directory of Public Affairs
1864-1960
Montana Rails Mountains to Prairies


 Montana Women from the Ground Up
 Montana’s Greatest Rivalry: A College
Football Classic

 Photo History of Gardiner, Jardine,
Crevasse (MT)

 The Promised Land: The Story of the
Barr Colonists (Saskatchewan)

 Readymade and District (Alberta)
 60 Miles of Photo History Upper Yellowstone Valley

 Stagecoach Women: Brave and Daring
Women of the Wild West

 The Strength of Their Years (Alberta)
 Texas Train Robberies: True Stories of
Notorious Bandits and Infamous Escapades
World War I: Valley County, Montana


 A Pictorial History of the Arkansas
River Family

 Atlantic County Through Our Eyes: A




Pictorial Retrospective Presented by the
Press of Atlantic City
Great Falls at Play: Sports & Clubs,
Guns & Cars, Parties & Parades, 18841969
Map of Cascade County Montana March
15th, 1904
Official Map of Cascade County, Montana Also the Adjacent Mining Regions
of the Belt Mountains, 1890
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MISSION OF THE GREAT FALLS
GENEALOGY SOCIETY
The mission of the Great Falls
Genealogy Society is to promote and
encourage
active
interest
in
genealogy, compile accurate and
complete genealogies and collect and
preserve genealogical records. Additionally, the Society will foster
education and training in genealogy
through courses and instruction in
genealogy, lectures, forums, seminars,
and special work.
Officers:
Larry D. Spicer, President
Jan Thomson, Vice President
Ann Dues, Secretary
Cheryl Lucas, Treasurer
Trustees: Gary Campbell,
Diana Kirol, Linda Long
Committee Chairs:
Acquisitions: Larry Spicer
Membership: Ann Dues
Publications: Jan Thomson
Projects: Vacant
Research: Diane Green
Technology: Linda Long
Webmaster: Merle Anne McLeish
Newsletter Editor: Cheryl Lucas
Society Library Hours: Monday –
Saturday 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.


The Falls Newsletter is published
monthly by the Great Falls Genealogy
Society, 301 2nd Ave N, Great Falls,
MT 59401. Members of GFGS receive
the newsletter as part of their
memberships.


Members and the public are
encouraged to submit material for
publications. Articles should be sent
electronically if possible. Deadline for
submission is the fifteenth of the
month. Neither Great Falls Genealogy
Society nor the editor assumes
responsibility for errors of fact or
opinions expressed by the contributor.
The editor reserves the right to edit
material prior to publication. Send
articles to the office at the above
address or electronically at
gfgenealogy@genlibrary.org
Contents © 2022 All rights reserved.

News You Can Use
Genealogy Series 2022 Kicks Off With “What's on the 1950 Census”
Editor’s note: The National Archives and Records Administration is scheduled to release the records of the
1950 Census on April 1, 2022. Sign up for updates and a reminder to join the transcription project .
By Victoria Macchi | National Archives News
WASHINGTON, March 9, 2022 — The National Archives and Records Administration debuted the first of
seven planned sessions in its 2022 Genealogy Series last week with an “Overview of What's on the 1950 Census," led by archivist and genealogy and census subject matter expert Claire Kluskens
The events, which focus on the April 1 release of the 1950 Census records, are free and do not require registration. Each session will be led by a records expert from the National Archives or the U.S. Census Bureau,
and will feature real-time chat with the presenters. Read more about the scheduled sessions, including how to
watch and participate, on the National Archives website.
“Our staff has created a stellar series that really highlights the 1950 Census records and provides substantive
information on what to expect from these documents, and how our website will function,” said Chris Naylor,
Acting Executive for Research Services. “Having our experts available to chat with the public during these

sessions allows us to provide a more personalized level of support in an online setting and really connect with
the researchers who will be digging into these records.”
Program analyst Andréa Matney, who is the program coordinator for the Genealogy Series, added: “Our audience of genealogists is ever-growing as more people become interested in their ancestors. The census records
are often the first place someone looks to find answers about their family's history. I am thrilled to be part of
the education we are providing so these records feel more accessible to the every-day family researcher.”
National Archives Genealogy Series: 1950 Census
March 2 at 1 p.m. ET

Overview of What's on the 1950 Census

March 16 at 1 p.m. ET

Mapping the 1950 Census: Census ED Maps at the National Archives

March 30 at 1 p.m. ET

The 1950 Census Website: Design, Development, and Features to Expect

April 27 at 1 p.m. ET

The Story of the 1950 Census P8 Indian Reservation Schedule

May 11 at 1 p.m. ET

From Parchments to Printouts: History of the Census from 1790 to 1950

May 18 at 1 p.m. ET

History of Census Records and the National Archives

May 25 at 1 p.m. ET

Historic Census Bureau Sources for Filipino, Guamanian and Chamorro,
American Samoan, and Native Hawaiian Research

Viewers unable to attend the series during the premiere broadcasts will still be able to watch the videos on
YouTube and download presentation materials at any time. See past Genealogy Series and Fairs.
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Volunteers Needed and
Appreciated
Have you ever wanted to be more
active in our society? Even if you
haven’t wanted to be more active, but
just want something to do to pass
time—we are needing volunteers for
projects or librarians. Any time commitment is appreciated— one hour a
week or a month is fine if that is all
you can manage. If you are tired of
being at home and want to come in
we have projects to be done at the
library. If you are tired of being with
people and want to stay at home we
have projects that can be done at
home. If you want to spend time at
cemetery we have a project for that.
If you want to help people with their
research we have librarians positions
available. If you are interested in volunteering contact the library at gfgenealogy@genlibrary.org and let us
know what you are interested in.
Any help that you can provide us is
greatly needed and appreciated!.

Some Projects that could be done at
home:
Index Cascade County prisoners’
binders
Index Fergus County Argo newspapers binders
Index Teton County News binders
Write and publish basic biographies
of graduates 1921 – 1929
Index Conrad scrapbooks
Index Stagecoach drivers
Transcribe Ursuline memory tapes
As you can see most of these projects are indexing various records.
These will require a computer with
word or excel on it.

POSTED ON27 FEBRUARY 2022 BY JOHN
REID

Ukrainian Canadians

Unprovoked actions by Russian forces are a violation of Ukraine’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity. We react emotionally to such aggression, as we would
if our territory were violated.
In this fluid situation, with much information and misinformation circulating —
the fog of war — it’s not easy to know the true situation.
On to genealogy.
I was pulled up short by Saturday morning’s OGS eWeekly stating that “Canada
is home to the third-largest Ukrainian population in the world, largely responsible for early settlement of our Prairie provinces.”
I knew many Ukrainians settled on the Prairies. Were they ”largely responsible
for early settlement”?

A little Googling found an article Explainer: Why the Ukrainian diaspora settled
in the Canadian Prairies in Pique news magazine out of Whistler, BC. It includes the “facts”

•

In 2016, there were 1.36 million people in Canada that said they
had Ukrainian ancestry (verified at StatsCan), about four percent
of the population.

•

Of those, almost 700,000 live in the three Prairie provinces
(verified at StatsCan), where they make up around 11 percent of
the population. (More than half are in Alberta)

According to official sources, the first Ukrainian settlers to come to Canada
were Ivan Pylypiw and Wasyl Eleniak in 1891.
That first Ukranian arrival was in the fall of 1891. The 1891 census showed a
population of 67,000 in The Territories (the Prairies);48,000 Canadian-born;
12,000 UK and Ireland-born.
The Explainer states 150,000 immigrants came from the area of present-day
Ukraine pre WW1. Data from the 1921 census show the majority came in the
early 20th century just before the Great War.
So it’s stretching the truth a bit to claim Ukrainians were responsible for early
settlement of our Prairie provinces.
Another 70,000 arrived post WW1; 34,000 between 1947 and 1954; 40,015
from 2001 to 2016. Those stats give a total Ukranian immigration to Canada of
nearly 300,000.
The 1,36 million in 2016 is probably an underestimate. People who only have
one quarter or one-eighth Ukranian ancestry. particularly those living away
from Ukrainian settlement areas, may well not report it as an ethnicity.
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Genealogy at a Glance research aids
perfect for beginning and expert
genealogists
Genealogical.com

Genealogical Publishing Company’ has produced a series of simple research aids
that were designed expressly to help genealogy detectives move beyond their impasses. Our series is called “Genealogy at a Glance,” and we have nearly fifty titles in
the series, in both laminated and electronic format. Each 4-sided folder is written by
an expert on that subject. Written to give you an overview of your topic l, this series is
full of tips and shortcuts that only an expert could provide. Lightweight yet durable,
each guide is perfect as a desk reference, for taking on a research outing, or accessing via your computer just when you need it.
The contents of the series fall into three categories: County or ethnic Guides, U.S.
State guides, and special topic guides. The country guides so far, cover Mexico,
French-Canada, England, Scotland, Ireland, France, Sweden, Germany, Italy, Poland,
Ukraine, Russia, and Eastern European Jewry. Our state guides cover many states
East of the Mississippi. And special topics include Immigration, Finding Female Ancestors, Ancestry.com, FamilySearch.com, the Revolutionary War, the U.S. Census,
and more.
To learn more about any of the titles in the At a Glance series, simply go to our home
page https://genealogical.com. On the right-hand side, in the title search box, just enter the word “Glance.” After the search populates, click on the magnifying glass icon,
and scroll through the titles in the series. You could be just a click away from hurtling
the brick wall that’s been blocking your progress.
Enjoy your own unique genealogy journey!
Check Out These Websites!
Black Sheep Ancestors—records of prisons, courts, insane asylums, executions, outlaws and even pirates (arrrr!). —https://
www.blacksheepancestors.com/
Access Free Genealogy—specialty Native American research—https://accessgenealogy.com/

In Memorial:

IT’S HERE! IT’S HERE!

Jack Waterfield

CELEBRATION TIME!

Bob Leininger
Sister Francis Porter

THE 1950 CENSUS IS HERE!
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New York City Public Digitized Vital Records
Now Online!
New York City has just published millions of birth, marriage, and death certificates online.
The largest collection of publicly available New York City birth, marriage, and death records is now online and free to access!
The New York City Municipal Archives has been working to digitize the millions of birth,
marriage, and death records it holds since 2013. With the project now 70% complete,
9,318,625 digitized records from the late 1800s to the early 1900s are now available
online as of March 2022.
Visit the NYC Department of Records & Information Services website for a complete listing of records available online.
Great Falls Genealogy Library will be open for Great Falls Museum
Consortium’s Sunday Samplers!
Great Falls Public Library has become a member of the Great Falls Museum Consortium and will be open on the Sunday Sampler
days. Since GFPL is open, Great Falls Genealogy Society Library will be open also from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.
During this time, Vice President Janet Thomson will be moderating a Special Interest Group for Roots Magic 8 beginners and
users. If you have any questions about Roots Magic 8 plan to attend at that time.
Janet did ask that if what you need is help installing the program you wait until the end of the time.
The Society has also printed the help guide for Roots Magic 8 and it is available for patrons to read at the library.
April 10, 2022 is the first day for this exciting addition to the library! We will keep you updated for the future dates.
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