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GREAT FALLS GENEALOGY SOCIETY 

The Falls Newsletter 
MARCH 2022 

Established 1975 

 

   
Wednesday, March 2nd - Wednesdays At 11AM, Zoom Session, “Read Any Good Directories Late- ly?”  
Jan Thomson, moderator. 
Thur d ,   – Acquisitions Committee, 1:00 p.m. 
Thur d ,   – Board Meeting, 4:00 p.m. 
Thu d ,  th - GFGS General Meeting via Zoom, 6:00 p.m 
Wednesday, March 16th - Wednesdays At 11AM, Zoom Session, “Genealogy Toolbox: Introduction to 
Probate Records (Wills, Inventories, Public Notices, etc.)”  Jan Thomson, moderator. 
Wednesday, March 30th - Wednesdays At 11AM, Zoom Session,“Genealogy Toolbox: Introduction to Pro-
bate Records (Wills, Inventories,  
Public Notices, etc.)”  Jan Thomson, moderator. 

Are you Irish? 

President’s Corner 

I will admit up front it is difficult to write anything up beat today.  I do not have any ancestral connections to Ukraine, but the 
mosaic of Canada’s population, of which I was a part, contained many with that heritage.  Celebration of national holidays often 
included traditional Ukrainian dress, music, dancing, and food.  It was thanks to them I grew to love pierogies.   

I want to thank those of our members who have volunteered to help with projects.  The first objective of the Great Falls Genealo-
gy Society, as stated in our constitution, is “To promote and encourage active interest in genealogy, compile accurate and com-
plete genealogies and collect and preserve genealogical records” (emphasis mine).  During these months of recovery from Covid 
restrictions, your Society has continued to uncover, collect and preserve genealogical records.  It is those records we need help 
scanning and indexing, so they may either be added to our collection or made more accessible to our Library patrons.  Progress is 
being made, but there is still much to be done in this area.  

And, as stated in our last newsletter, there is a growing need for librarians for both our Library and the Public Library’s Montana 
Room.  We have an obligation to staff the Montana Room in return for the use of the space the Public Library provides for our 
Society Library.  Any time we have only one librarian on duty, they must close the GFGS Library and staff the Montana Room. 

Gradually we are seeing an uptick in people coming to make use of our GFGS Library collection.  If you have not visited the Library 
recently, do drop by to see some of the upgrades that have been made.  Our board and Library volunteers have not been sitting 
on their hands during the Covid slow down, and we owe them our thanks. 

Great Falls Genealogy Society - Celebrating its 47th Anniversary! 

Larry D. Spicer 

GFGS president 
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MISSION OF THE GREAT FALLS 
GENEALOGY SOCIETY 

 
The mission of the Great Falls 

Genealogy Society is to promote and 
encourage active interest in 
genealogy, compile accurate and 
complete genealogies and collect and 
preserve genealogical records. Addi-
tionally, the Society will foster 
education and training in genealogy 
through courses and instruction in 
genealogy, lectures, forums, seminars, 
and special work. 

 
Officers: 

Larry D. Spicer, President  
Jan Thomson, Vice President  

Ann Dues, Secretary  
Cheryl Lucas, Treasurer  

Trustees: Gary Campbell,  
Diane Kirol, Linda Long 

 
Committee Chairs:  

Acquisitions: Larry Spicer 
Membership: Ann Dues  

Publications: Jan Thomson  
Projects: Vacant  

Research: Diane Green  
Technology: Linda Long 

 
Webmaster: Merle Anne McLeish 

 
Newsletter Editor: Linda Long 

 
Society Library Hours: Monday – 
Saturday 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

 

 
 

The Falls Newsletter is published 
monthly by the Great Falls Genealogy 
Society, 301 2nd Ave N, Great Falls, 
MT 59401. Members of GFGS receive 
the newsletter as part of their 
memberships. 

 

 
 

Members and the public are 
encouraged to submit material for 
publications. Articles should be sent 
electronically if possible. Deadline for 
submission is the fifteenth of the 
month. Neither Great Falls Genealogy 
Society nor the editor assumes 
responsibility for errors of fact or 
opinions expressed by the contributor. 
The editor reserves the right to edit 
material prior to publication. Send 
articles to the office at the above 
address or electronically to 
gfgenealogy@genlibrary.org 

 

Contents © 2022 All rights reserved. 

  
 

   

 

2022 Schedule 
for Meetings 
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2022 Schedule 
for Conferences 

 
May 24—28 National Genealogical Society 
Family History Conference—Sacramento, Cali-
fornia—https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/ 
for information 
 
June 10—12 Mullan Road Conference—Fort 
Benton, Montana—https://m.facebook.com/
MullanRoad2022/?_rdr for information 
 
September 29—October 1 Montana History 
Conference—Red Lodge, Montana—https://
mhs.mt.gov/education/index3 for information 
 
September 29—October 1 Montana State 
Genealogical Society—Fairmont Hot Springs, 
Montana—http://montanamsgs.org/
conferences.html (Covid Depending) for infor-
mation 
 

See you there! 

New in The  

Library as of  

February 28, 2022 
 

 Drumlummon Views Volume 3, No 1 (MT) 

 In Between People: The Metis of Central Mon-
tana 

 Maps Yellowstone County 5th Edition (MT) 

 It Happened in Montana 

 Tracks of the Iron Horse: Lewistown, Montana 

 Stirling It’s Story and People 1899-1980 
(Alberta) 

 Trumball County, Ohio Marriage Record Index 
One Hundred Years 1800-1900 Volume 1 A-M 
Index 

 Trumball County, Ohio Marriage Record Index 
One Hundred Years 1800-1900 Volume 2 N-Z 
Index 

 Trumball County, Ohio Marriage Record Index 

1900-1925 

 Trumball County, Ohio Birth Records 1867-
1908 and Other Miscellaneous Birth Records 

 All That She Carried: The Journey of Ashley’s 
Sack, a Black Family Keepsake 

 Genealogical Encyclopedia of the Colonial 
Americas 

 The Lawmen: United States Marshals and 
Their Deputies, 1789-1989 

 The Story of England (Leicestershire) 

 Tracing Your Dublin Ancestors 

 The Vapors: A Southern Family, the New York 
Mob, and the Rise and Fall of Hot Springs 
(Arkansas) 

 Wilmington’s Lie (North Carolina) 

 Women in Wonderland: Lives, Legends , and 
Legacies of Yellowstone National Park 

 Pilgrims of the Prairie (ND Ukranians) 

 Kief, North Dakota 100 Years of History 

 Ukranians in North Dakota In Their Voices 

 North Dakota Ukranians 

 Echoing Trails Volumes 1 & 2 Billings County 
History (ND) 

 Fur Trade Families of the Pacific Northwest 
Volumes 1—6 

 Challenge to Survive: History of the Salish 
Tribes of the Flathead Indian Reservation 2008 
Volume 1 

 Chester 2000 Memory Book (MT) 

 Hell with the Lid Off! Butte, MT 

 History of the Big Hole Valley: Montana Pio-
neers of the Old West 1806-1930 

 A Sacred People: Indigenous Governance, 
Traditional Leadership, and the Warriors of the 
Cheyenne Nation 

 A Sovereign People Indigenous  Nationhood, 
Traditional Law, and the Covenants of the 
Cheyenne Nation 

http://www.gfgenealogy.org
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News You Can Use 

11 Best Genealogy and History YouTube Channels 
By Andrew Koch Family History Magazine 

 
 YouTube gets a bad rep for of some of its nonsensical, click-baity content. But the web’s largest video-hosting service has 
a lot more to offer than just cat videos and local news bloopers. (Though, of course, you can find plenty of both there.) In fact, if you 
know what to look for, you can unearth some great free videos for your research. But, given users add more than 400 hours of video 
to YouTube each minute, how can you find the right resources? We’re here to help with this list of the best genealogy and history 
resources on YouTube. 

Genealogy YouTube Channels 

Ancestry: The genealogy tech giant has found its way to YouTube, posting Ancestry.com site updates as well as tips for making 
the most of the site’s features. You’ll also find inspirational user stories to help motivate you to make your own research 
breakthroughs. 

FamilySearch: Not to be outdone by its for-profit rival, FamilySearch.org created its own channel with site-usage tips, genealogy 
how-tos and highlights from the annual RootsTech conference in Salt Lake City, Utah. The related BYU Family History Li-
brary channel may also be worth a subscription, posting genealogy “training” videos such as “Six Easy [Ways] to Use Family 
History Phone Apps” and “Back Up Your Data Now or Cry.” 

Family Tree Magazine: Yes, we’re also on YouTube! Subscribe to our channel for quick genealogy tips, from using Evernote to 
track your books to overcoming brick walls. 

Lisa Louise Cooke’s Genealogy Gems: This brainchild of genealogy guru Lisa Louise Cooke features helpful tips on using rec-
ords, using genealogy tech and more. The channel also doubles as an archive for Lisa’s Genealogy Gems podcast, a must-
listen for family researchers. 

Family History Fanatics: This relatively new channel, produced and hosted by the three members of the Lee family, creates use-
ful how-to content for beginner genealogists. Among its quick guides are pros and cons for AncestryDNA and tips for scrap-
booking. 

Nicka Swell-Smith: Researcher Nicka Smith hosts BlackProGen Live, a Google Hangout series about “genealogy with season-
ing”—genealogy strategies and reflections, specifically for those researching people of color. Each week, Smith and her pan-
el of professional genealogists discuss topics ranging from privacy in genetic genealogy to planning family reunions. 

DearMYRTLE: “DearMYRTLE,” a longtime contributor to the genealogy blog community, archives her numerous Google 
Hangouts via her YouTube channel. In addition to her long-running “Mondays with Myrt” series, DearMYRTLE also hosts 
study groups (which tackle a particular topic in depth) and “Genealogy Game Night,” where participants play a game created 
by “Cousin Russ.” 

GenealogyTV: Constance M. Knox’s channel highlights key resources and tools for genealogists, from records to website fea-
tures (especially on Ancestry.com). Knox also has a sister channel specifically for North Carolina research. 

History YouTube Channels 

The Great War: Commemorating the 100th anniversary of World War I, this channel examines the “war to end all wars” week 
by week in “real time.” Each episode covers events that happened exactly 100 years ago at the time of its upload. If your an-
cestors fought in or lived during World War I, this detailed history is for you. 

Crash Course: US History: Author and vlogger John Green hosts this fun and informative educational series that traces US his-
tory from the continent’s earliest inhabitants to the Obama presidency. This series is perfect for those who need a brief re-
fresher on American history and politics. Crash Course has also produced  series on World History, World Mythology and 
more. 

Suibhne: This channel produces slick animated videos that summarize the history of individual countries. These can serve as 
great introductions to the history of your ancestral homeland.. 

Membership News 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Our Newest members: 

Gregg & Pat Holt, Great Falls 

Glen Faechner, Lakeside 

Aaron Kueffler, Great Falls 

 

Check Out These Websites! 

Upper Swan Valley Historical Society—https://

www.swanvalleyhistoricalsociety.org/ 

The Legal Genealogist—https://www.legalgenealogist.com/ 

Montana Memory Project—https://www.mtmemory.org/ 
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Volunteers Needed and  

Appreciated 

     Have you ever wanted to be more active in our 

society? Even if you haven’t wanted to be more 

active, but just want something to do to pass 

time—we are needing volunteers for projects or 

librarians. Any time commitment is appreciat-

ed— one hour a week or a month is fine if that is 

all you can manage.  If you are tired of being at 

home and want to come in we have projects to be 

done at the library. If you are tired of being with 

people and want to stay at home we have pro-

jects that can be done at home. If you want to 

spend time at cemetery we have a project for 

that. If you want to help people with their re-

search we have librarians positions available. If 

you are interested in volunteering contact the 

library at gfgenealogy@genlibrary.org and let us 

know what you are interested in.  Any help that 

you can provide us is greatly needed and appreci-

ated!.  

From Dick Eastman’s Blog: 

Holocaust Survivor Lists Digitized 
for the First Time 

Hundreds of pages with the names of Holocaust 

survivors relocated to Displaced Persons 

Camps in Austria and Germany have now been 

reprinted and digitized. The extensive lists have 

never been available together, and the original 

volumes exist in only a few libraries worldwide. 

Thanks to a collaboration of the Robert S. Cox 

Special Collections and University Archives Re-

search Center in the UMass Amherst Libraries 

and Schoen Books of South Deerfield, Massa-

chusetts, they are now available on the open 

web, enabling families of survivors, genealogists 

and researchers to have access to the vital in-

formation they contain. The volumes were origi-

nally published in 1945 by the U. S. Government 

as a way to help survivors, the Sharit Ha-Platah 

or “the surviving remnant,” reach family mem-

bers around the world. Details may be found in 

an article in the University of Massachusetts 

News web site at https://www.umass.edu/news/

article/holocaust-survivor-lists-digitized-first-

time.  

Discover Your Swedish Roots  
Virtual Genealogy Workshop with ArkivDigital  

Hosted by Lindsborg Old Mill & Swedish Heritage 
Museum, Lindsborg, Kansas 

Saturday April 2, 2022 9:00 am—4 pm Central 
Standard Time 

Topics: 
What’s New in ArkivDigital 

Digging Deeper in the Church Books 
Filling in Your Family Tree Using ArkivDigital 

Planning a Trip to Sweden 
Register at: www.mcphersoncountyks.us/20/Old-

Mill-Museum 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Irish Genealogy Toolkit 

Irish genealogy gained a reputation long ago for being a frustrat-
ing one-way street to disappointment and headache. 

Thankfully, calming potions and analgesics are no longer essen-
tial equipment for the amateur genealogist because family histo-
ry in Ireland has entered a golden era. 

More and more records – many of them free – are now available 
online and offline. 

So, if you've been longing to find out who your ancestors were, 
and how they lived, there's never been a better time to start 
looking. 

You do, however, need to look with some care! 

With the independent advice available on this site – all of it pro-

vided absolutely free and without favour to any organisations or 

service providers – you can avoid the pitfalls. 

 

https://www.irish-genealogy-toolkit.com/ 


