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   The Great Falls Genealogy Society was founded in 
1975 as a non-profit educational and research organiza-
tion. Membership is January through December. Dues are 
$25 for individuals and $30 for couples. We encourage all 
members to participate in the activities and duties of the 
Society. Members receive a monthly newsletter and the 
semi-annual publication in May and November, plus free 
use of our computers for research and access to over 
10,000 items - books, journals, CDs, and microfilm. 
  
BOARD MEMBERS: 
President   Pat Wardinsky 
Vice President  Diane Green 
Recording Secretary Merle McLeish  
Corresponding Sec. Margaret Lietz 
Treasurer  Vickey Krautner 
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Membership  Pat Wardinsky 
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Projects   Diane Green 
Research   Julie Pepos 
  
PUBLICATIONS: 
Treasure State Lines  
The Falls Newsletter  
  
Notice and Disclaimer: Articles contained in these publi-
cations may not be copied, published, or distributed for 
commercial purposes without the written consent of the 
GFGS. The editors reserve the right to edit contributions 
for length, substance, and grammar. The GFGS is not 
responsible for accuracy, errors, or omissions in articles 
submitted by others, but proven errors will be corrected. 
  

Contents © 2011 All rights reserved. 

We encourage contributions! 
  

   Contributions to the GFGS publications are encouraged 
and can be in the form of articles, letters, or notices. Sub-
missions can be made by e-mail (preferred) gfgs@mt.net 
or typewritten items (please, nothing handwritten) can be 
dropped off at the library or mailed to the Society. 
  
MEETINGS.  Monthly general meetings and programs 
are scheduled the second Thursday of each month, Sep-
tember through June, at 7:00 p.m. Guests and visitors are 
always welcome. 
  

 
 
 RESEARCH POLICY.  Our volunteer research staff is 
available to do research on Cascade County and Great 
Falls records. Research will commence upon receipt of 
the fees; check or money order may be sent to our Great 
Falls address. There are three research options: 
 -Option 1: a comprehensive search of the rec-
ords at the Great Falls Genealogy Society library. A 
member of the Research Department staff will search 
appropriate obit/death card file index, local history books, 
Great Falls city directories, Cascade County directories, 
naturalization index, people files and some early birth 
indices for which the fee is $25 per immediate family. 
 -Option 2: includes a thorough search of the 
records at the Cascade County Courthouse including 
school census indices, probate indices, marriage indices, 
civil judgment indices (includes divorce filings), for 
which the fee is $25 per immediate family. 
 -Option 3: includes five research activities cho-
sen from option one and two for a fee of $25 per immedi-
ate family. 
   Photocopies of obituaries, marriage license/certificates 
and birth and death certificates are $5 each if ordered 
separately, $3 each if ordered with option 1, 2 or 3 (Note: 
Photocopies of birth and death certificates less than 30 
years old can be obtained only by the mother, father, 
spouse or child of the individual of whom the record is 
requested).  
  For additional information, contact the Research Depart-
ment by mail or at gfgs@mt.net.  
 

 

GENEALOGY LIBRARY. The Genealogy Library 
is located on the third floor of the Great Falls 
Public Library. The genealogy library is staffed 
entirely by volunteers. Hours are Monday through 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
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Items For Sale 

  
  

Now available on CD 
  

$19.95 each 
 

  
Cascade County, MT Cemeteries, Disc I - covers Old 
and New Highland Cemeteries in Great Falls. 
23,297 burials, indexed to 1983 
  
Hillcrest Lawn Memorial, 3,368 interments 
Indexed to 1997 
  
Cascade County, MT Cemeteries, Disc II - covers 
Mount Olivet—7,183 burials, indexed to 1990 
Calvary—4,027 burials, indexed to 2003 
  
Cascade County, MT Cemeteries, Disc III - covers 
33 small cemeteries in Cascade County. 
  
Choteau County, MT Cemeteries - covers 14 ceme-
teries in Choteau County 
  
Teton County, MT Cemeteries - 
covers 15 cemeteries in Teton County 
 

Blackfeet Burials 1935 - 1999 
4,677 entries 
Extensive database includes names, birth, death, 
burial dates and places, family members, sources 
  
  

Buy any two CD’s for $29.95!! 
 
 

All orders: 
Add $ 3.50 shipping and handling charge 

 
 
 
Printed copies available on request – price quote at 
time of order – due to fluctuating printing costs. 

 
 
 
 
 

brary of Congress ISSN 1060-0337 
Indexed in PERSI (Periodical Source Index 

Library of Congress ISSN 1060-0337 
Indexed in PERSI (Periodical Source Index) 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR    
 
The Index to the Treasure State Lines has now been 
updated and is current through 2010. The previous 
index had not been done since 2002. 
 
We will update  on an annual basis at the end of the 
year. 

 
Copies of past issues are available or copies of 
articles can also be made. 
        
This index is available on our website:                                                 
ww.gfgenealogy.org  
 

Diane Green 
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Do not assume that: 
 
1) A man's wife or widow was the mother of his 
children.  
A man's children could have been fathered by his wife 
(or widow), a previous or later wife, or even another 
woman. Parentage is one of those genealogical facts 
which should never be assumed.  
 
2) If no marriage record is found, the children are 
probably illegitimate.  
Early marriages were not always documented. Mar-
riage records may have also been lost due to fire, 
water damage or neglect. The marriage may have 
been misfiled, or the record kept in a repository which 
you have not yet checked. When you can't find a mar-
riage record, look for alternative forms of proof - in-
cluding newspaper announcements and church rec-
ords.  
 
3) Three men living in the same county, who are 
close in age with the same last name, are proba-
bly brothers.  
While this is an understandable assumption, these 
men could actually be cousins, or even unrelated. 
Look for further corroborating evidence, including the 
proximity of their homes, common naming patterns 
among their children, and records in which they are 
listed as witnesses for each other.  
 
4) That an ancestor named Jr. has a father with 
the same name.  
The terms "Junior" and "Senior" as well as other fami-
ly terms such as "aunt" and "cousin" were often used 
very loosely. A designation of Jr., for example, may 
have been used in official records to identify between 
two men of the same name, even if they were unrelat-
ed (the younger of the two being called "Jr.").  
 
5) People followed common migration routes.  
Just because most of your ancestors' North Carolina 
neighbors came from Virginia, it doesn't mean that 
your ancestors did. While many individuals did follow 
common migration routes, making this a good work-
ing hypothesis, you can't assume it is true without 
further research. 
 
6) People usually died in their sixties.  
While most people in a generation may have followed 
the average life-span, your ancestor may have         

 
died very young from illness or accident, or lived to a 
much older age than many of their contemporaries. 
Just because your ancestor doesn't appear in the cen-
sus after their 60th birthday doesn't necessarily mean 
that they died. Likewise, when a 20-year-old female 
no longer appears with her parents, it doesn't neces-
sarily indicate that she must have married.  
 
7) An ancestor who was born and died in the same 
place never moved.  
It wasn't that uncommon for people to end up back 
where they started after spending a big part of their 
life moving around. Family, jobs or money may have 
caused your ancestors to move many times, but as 
these requirements lessened as they got older they 
may well have returned home to live near their family. 
Create a timeline for your ancestor's life and research 
their life and activities at many points along the way. 
  
8) A female with the same last name as her father 
must be unmarried.  
A common assumption to make, this genealogy prem-
ise often proves to be true. However, you need to rule 
out that the female didn't marry a man with the same 
surname as her father - a more common occurrence 
than you may think, especially in areas with a large 
number of families with the same surname. Alterna-
tively, the daughter may actually have married, and 
then took back her father's name after a divorce.  
 
9) That an ancestor who disappeared from the rec-
ords of a town or county must have moved.  
People aren't the only things that move. Political and 
geographical boundaries move as well. The county 
where your ancestor lived may have been divided into 
new counties, and his records may be found in a dif-
ferent courthouse. Or he may have started traveling to 
a courthouse in a a neighboring jurisdiction because a 
new road or other reason may have made that trip 
more convenient. 
  
10) A male name indicates a male, and female 
name a female.  
Names aren't always what they appear. Naming 
trends change often. The female first name Kimberly, 
for example, was originally a boy's name. Parents may 
also have chosen an unusual name to honor an an-
cestor, a famous individual, or just because they liked 
it.  

An erroneous assumption can often take the researcher on a completely 
wrong path.  Do not be quick to accept the most obvious explanation. 
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FamilySearch International  Imaging Project Under Way 
 
 
 
         

  
 The Great Falls Genealogy Society and 
The History Museum have entered into an agree-
ment with FamilySearch International to have a 
significant number of Cascade County records dig-
itized.   
 This is part of FSI’s world-wide effort to 
preserve genealogical records and to make them 
available to the public. 
 We are fortunate to have Peter Day, a field 
supervisor for FSI, working on the project here.  He 
is set up in a private office in the Great Falls Public 
Library and will do the digitizing there for all the 
records involved. 
 Day lives in Lethbridge and his area of re-
sponsibility includes the western United States and 
western Canada.  He is involved in training quality 
and production, as well as doing imaging work him-
self.  He is beginning his 30th year working on the 
project, having started with microfilm equipment. 
 In 2000 the move was made to digital im-
aging and there are over 50 such locations in the 
U.S. and 150 to 200 worldwide, all working to  cap-
ture these vital records, although some are still us-
ing microfilm cameras. 
 Eighteen counties in Montana have  been 
completed and one of those, Rosebud County, is 
already online with images. 
 Each week, our society receives a report of 
records that have been done.  The images are sent 
weekly to FSI headquarters in Salt Lake City for 
auditing and quality control.  After the audit, copies 
are created for backup and a donor copy shipped 
to the holder of the records.  In our instance, our 
society and The History Museum will each have a 
copy. 
 It is possible that some images may be 
availably on Family Search as soon as three weeks 
from the time of imaging. 
 Many of the records have an index which 
will also be imaged and available online. 
  
 Volunteers will be needed to help with 
various records, such as unfolding probate 
files.  If you are interested in helping, please 
contact the library for more information. 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A partial list of records included: 
 
Probate files 
Marriage licenses and certificates 
Birth and death registers 
Old age pension applications 
Citizenship documents 
Voter registers 
Military registration books 
Aid to dependent children records 
Various tax records 
Wills 
School census 
 
 

 
Since his arrival in May, Peter has already re-
quested approval for additional county rec-
ords to be included.  He welcomes anyone in-
terested to stop by for an explanation and 
demonstration. 
  
We anticipate he will be here with us for sever-
al months, and we appreciate his dedication 
and good humor. 
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Abijah Ford’s Civil War Cane 
By Pat Wardinsky 

 
Abijah Ford was my great grandfather.  He served as a volunteer in the Union Army during the 
Civil War.  He was wounded  during the Battle of Atlanta in Atlanta GA on 22 July 1864.  While 
he was convalescing, he began to whittle a cane which is still in our family today.  The writing on 
the cane tells the story of his military career. 
 
The letters on the cane are carved by hand.  They start at the top and wind around the cane in two rows 
to the bottom.  The family believes that he started whittling the cane while he was recovering from his 
wounds.  It would have taken a long time to carve out all of those letters by hand and he probably fin-
ished it after the war ended. 
 
The words on the cane are: 
(ROW 1) “Abijah Ford.  Marshalltown  Iowa. Member of Company “A” Sixty-Sixth Illinois = Vet. 
Vol. Second Brigade = Fourth Div. – Fifteenth Armory Corps. Command of General Sherman.  
Was born Dec. 6 1840. Enlisted Oct 20th 1861. Was wounded at Atlanta GA. July 22nd 64 and dis-
charged July 7th Eighteen Hundred Sixty Five.” 
 
(ROW 2) “February Fourth 1865 – out from New York City on board the steam ship Illinois tak-
ing my turn with 1100 other passengers heaving Jonah = Feb. 13th 1865 at Camp Convalescent – 
Blairs Landing Wide River S.C. (or S.G.) Sunday June Seventh 63. At Camp Davis Miss.  This 
cane was cut from the river breast-works at Fort Donaldson March 08.” 
 
             

 

There are a couple of things to mention about the in-
scription on the cane.  Fort Donelson and Camp Da-
vies are misspelled.  We can’t tell whether the word 
after Wide River is SG or SC. If it is SC, then he must 
have meant Wide River, South Carolina.  However we 
have been unable to find a river in South Carolina by 
that name.  It is more likely that the word is SG and 
means that he was promoted to sergeant on Sunday, 
June 7th at Camp Davies.  When wounded soldiers 
returned to duty, they were generally sent to convales-
cent camps until enough men were accumulated to get 
together a boatload or trainload with one destination. 
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Abijah Ford was born Dec 6, 1840 in Lafayette Ind.  
The family moved to Havanna, Illinois when he was a 
boy.  On Oct 20, 1861, just before his 21st birthday, he 
enlisted in the 66 Illinois Infantry Regiment Company 
A.  and became a sharpshooter. 
 
Sharpshooter regiments were recruited by holding 
contests in towns all over the state.  To qualify, a man 
had to be able to hit a ten inch plate ten out of ten 
times from a distance of 200 yards. He could use any 
rifle and any shooting position he wanted.  A regiment 
had 800 to 1000 men.  Early in the war, whole regi-
ments of sharpshooters were recruited, but in Sept 
1862, Secretary of War Stanton decided that sharp-
shooters were more effective when used in smaller 
units.  From then on, an infantry regiment would have 
a company of sharpshooters attached to it.  In Battle, 
they served the same function that snipers do in to-
day’s army. 
 
He became part of Birge’s Western Sharpshooters and 
was sent to Missouri.  In February 1862 they left Mis-
souri and were sent to Fort Henry on the Tennessee 
River to reinforce General Grant who was planning to 
attack Fort Donelson which was held by Confederates. 
We believe that this was the general location where 
the wood for the cane came from. 
 
Fort Donelson was heavily guarded.  There were 
heavy gun emplacements on the bluffs of the river to 
bombard enemy boats should they try to come down 
the Cumberland River.  A heavy battle ensued.  Bir-
ge’s Western Sharpshooters came colorfully dressed 
and uniquely armed.   

 
This was a sharpshooter regiment that was equipped 
with Dimmock plains rifles and target rifles but in eve-
ry way, except for their uniforms, they fit Army speci-
fications.  They wore gray coats and gray sugar loaf-
shaped hats with three black squirrel tails attached to 
the back. 
 
A little before dawn the sharpshooters were astir.  Each 
was a preferred marksman and carried a long-range 
Henry rifle with a target site.  Each was perfectly inde-
pendent.  When the time came, they were asked. Can-
teens Full?  Biscuits for all day?  All right – hunt your 
holes boys.  Like Indians they sought cover behind 
rocks or stumps or in hollows.  Sometimes they dug 
holes or climbed trees.  Once in a good location, they 
stayed there all day.  At night they would crawl out and 
report back in camp. 
 
After a long and grueling battle, the North did finally 
prevail and the Confederates retreated. 
 
The 66th was stationed at Camp Davies in Alabama for 
nearly a year in 1863.  Then they moved on to Chatta-
nooga to join General Sherman in his advance on At-
lanta GA.  Sherman would begin on the same day that 
General Grant opened his campaign against General 
Lee.  Sherman fought a series of battles all the way 
down to Atlanta.  He lost a few of the battles, but for 
the most part, the Confederates under Joe Johnson kept 
backing up.  Finally, the Confederates got fed up with 
Johnson and replaced him with John Bell Hood.  Hood 
was a hell-for-leather fighter whose only idea of strate-
gy was to attack.  This he did on July 22, 1864, result-
ing in the Battle of Atlanta where Abijah was wound-
ed.  Hood lost half of his army, at which point he evac-
uated Atlanta. 
 
Sherman never intended to try and hold Atlanta.   He 
had the town evacuated and then burned all the major 
warehouses and other buildings that might be useful to 
the Confederacy.  He took his army and started the 
famous march through Georgia to the sea.  He reached 
Savannah GA on the Atlantic and captured it by Christ-
mas.  After regrouping in Savannah for about a month, 
he led his troops back up North. 
 
Abijah started out as a private, was promoted to Ser-
geant and then to Sergeant 1st class and finally to Lieu-
tenant 2nd Class. 
 
Abijah was shot in the chest. According to his civil war 
papers, the bullet went straight through his chest just 
missing his heart by a few inches.  Somehow he did 
manage to recover and go on to lead a normal life after 
the war was over.  He died on February 23, 1923 in 
Marshalltown, Iowa. 
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I have 

spent several years 
collecting information on my Great-Great Grandfather, 
Andrew P. Quist, a Civil War  hero who enlisted in 
the famous Minnesota First Volunteers, right after the 
war began.  A Swedish immigrant who had been in the 
U.S. for only a few years, he volunteered with his 
friends when President Lincoln appealed to “loyal citi-
zens to favor, facilitate and aid this effort to maintain 
the honor, the integrity, and the existence of our nation 
Union, and the perpetuity of popular government, and 
to redress wrongs already long enough endured.” He 
was just 19 when he joined on April 29, 1861. 

The Minnesota First Volunteers fought from 
1961 through 1964; it was exciting to find Andrew’s 
medals from Gettysburg (my cousin has them);  visit-
ing NARA in Washington, D.C. to find his service 
record was even more exciting.  I was amazed to find a 
nearly week-by-week record of him--his enlistment 
papers, his physical description, semi-weekly pay 
stubs detailing his jobs within Company B, and rec-
ords of his wounds gotten at Gettysburg and Antietam.   
He was initially reported KIA at Gettysburg, but in 
reality he was one of 42 of the Volunteers left after 
that battle.  For the months of July and August, 1863, 
he was reported absent,  "wounded at Battle of Gettys-
burg July 2nd, and in hospital." (at Philadelphia). He 
received two medals for his actions at Gettysburg. 
 His file included his hospital records from 
Philadelphia, and I also obtained his pension file. Rec-
ords reported him transferred to Company C 24th Reg. 
on  Jan. 22, 1864. He was mustered out at Washington, 
D.C. May 23, 1864, by reason of expiration of term of 
service.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 However, he 
rejoined on March 8, 

1865 as a private in Company A, 9th U.S. Minnesota 
Volunteers, for one year.  He was again mustered out 
on March 6, 1866, by reason of expiration of term of 
service [records from Adjutant General's Office, The 
Commissioner of Pensions, Washington, D.C. --N. 
Martin, Assistant Adjutant General].  

Andrew received a Civil War Military Pen-
sion until his death in 1914.  At one point, he peti-
tioned  for an increase in pension from $10.00 per 
month to $30.00, by reason of his partial disability—
the result of his gunshot wound to his left thigh and 
another to his wrist, suffered at the Battle of Gettys-
burg on July 2, 1863. 

While it was interesting to have a copy of his 
service records, I spent a lot of time after that putting 
the Minnesota First Volunteers into the context of the 
Civil War, as a means to find out what Andrew experi-
enced as a member of Company B.  The following 
records helped me, and there’s a plethora of Civil 
War records coming online daily at NARA (the 
National Archives), FamilySearch, Footnote, and 
Ancestry (these are just a sampling).  

 Getting a listing of the First Minnesota’s unit 

history, travels, actions within the larger Union Army, 

and day by day descriptors of battles fought was pivot-

al in understanding what Andrew experienced.  I have 

been able to put together a lucid account of his military 

service for my family; in addition, I was able to pur-

chase the book, The Last Full Measure: The Life and 

Death of the First Minnesota Volunteers (Moe, 

1993), which gave family members an in-depth review 

of this famous military unit.  Today, Andrew is well-

known in our family. 

 

The U.S. Civil War—Resources For Your Research 
Janet Thomson 

This year marks the 150th anniversary of the start of the Civil War, and 
resources abound for the genealogist interested in finding sources on Civil 
War veterans (either Union or Confederate). 
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What’s In a Name? 
 

Often the only clue we find as to family connection is the observation of 
recurring given names in a particular line.   
 
This is a general naming pattern that was used in early days.  Variations on it follow.   
 
The 1st son was named after the father's father.   
The 2nd son was named after the mother's father.   
The 3rd son was named after the father.   
The 4th son was named after the father's oldest brother.   
The 5th son was named after the father's 2nd oldest brother or mother's  oldest brother.   
The 1st daughter was named after the mother's mother.   
The 2nd daughter was named after the father's mother.   
The 3rd daughter was named after the mother.   
The 4th daughter was named after the mother's oldest sister.   
The 5th daughter is named after the mother's 2nd oldest sister or father's oldest sister.   
 
English and Welsh Naming Patterns:  1700-1870  
First Daughter was named after the Mother's Mother.   
Second Daughter was named after the Mother's Father's Mother.   
Third Daughter was named after the Mother.   
Fourth Daughter was named after the Mother's oldest Sister.   
First Son was named after the Father's Father.   
Second Son was named after the Mother's Mother.   
Third Son was named after the Father.   
Fourth Son was named after the Father's oldest Brother.   
 
Irish 1800's  
First Daughter was named after the Paternal Grandmother   
Second Daughter was named after the Maternal Grandmother   
First Son was named after the Paternal Grandfather   
Second Son was named after the Maternal Grandfather   
Then alternate names using the Grandmother's, Grandfather's, 
Mother's, Aunt's, and Uncle's names  
 
Scottish 1700 - 1800 and Early Dutch  
First Daughter was named for her Maternal Grandmother   
Second Daughter was named for her Paternal Grandmother   
Third Daughter was named after her Mother   
Other Daughters were named after other Family Members   
First Son was named after his Paternal Grandfather (sometimes Maternal)   
Second Son was named after his Maternal Grandfather (sometimes Paternal)   
Third Son was named after his Father  
 
Old German  
The first name of each Daughter was usually the first name of the Mother.   
The first name of the Son was usually the first name of the Father.  Often  the middle name of 
each child was the name of the baby's baptismal sponsor  
and they were usually called by his/her middle name. 
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What’s In a Scandinavian Name? 
 
Scandinavian surnames are especially confusing because of the number of different naming systems. 
 
Any variations of these systems was used until the late 1800s when most families adopted  set family names. 
The general naming pattern was followed for given names. 
 
Patronymic surnames are a good example of this and can really muddy the relationship waters unless there is an un-
derstanding of the logic behind them. 
 
In this naming system, the fathers’ first name was used a a part of his children’s surname. 
For an example, if a man called Anders Johansson had a son named Karl and a daughter named Karin the childrens’ full 
names would be: Karl Andersson and Karin Andersdotter.  Karl was a son of Anders—Anders’ son and Karin was a 
daughter of Anders—Anders’s dotter.  That’s why there is a double “ss” in Swedish “-son” names: Anders’ son 
=Andersson. And, to take the patronymic naming to the next generation, if Karl Andersson had a son called Peter, then 
his full name would by Peter Karlsson. 
 

Further confusion arises with military names.   
At 
the 

end of the 17th century the military started to give the soldiers and sailors special surnames, since so many shared com-
mon surnames (Andersson, Ericsson).  In each company the soldiers had to have a unique last name so when an order was 
given to a certain soldier only one soldier was to react.  When a soldier left military service, his replacement was often 
given the same name and he might choose to retain his military name. Normally the names consisted of only one word 
and were of special character or military reference. 
When a man and a woman got married the woman never  adopted her  husband’s patronymic name - a name ending 
with 

"son". A woman could never be someone's son. If they both had a family name, the woman still kept her family name. If 
the husband had a family name and the woman a patronymic name she might change her last name to her husbands fami-
ly name - not very likely to occur before the 1800's. It did not become a custom for a woman to adopt her husband's sur-
name until the end of the 1800’s, when most families had adopted family names. 
 
Be aware that many were know n by a middle name, rather than the first. Men, particularly, may have three given names. 
 
In some areas certain names were more popular then others. However the fact that many families in the same 
area adopted the same family name does not mean that they were related. 
 
 
 

Some names connected to nature: 
Lindberg Linden—mountain 
Lindgren Linden—branch 
Almgren  Elm—branch 
Boklund  Beech—grove 

Some names connected to topographical features: 
Berg  Mountain 
Sundkvist Sound/channel—twig 
Lundmark Grove—land 
Forsberg  Rapids—mountain      

Examples of Army names; 
Rolig  Funny 
Tapper  Brave 
Sabel  Saber 
Munter  Cheerful 
 

Examples of Navy names: (often 
nautical terms) 
Segel  Sail 
Block  Pulley 
Strand  Shore 
Reling  Gunwale 

When permanent family names were adopted, 
many families adopted a name connected to their home 
village or farm. Others chose a name connected to 
nature or  topographical names:  
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What’s In a Nickname? 
 
In many genealogical records it is not unusual to find your ancestors 
listed under nicknames they may have been called by family and 
friends.  These are some of the common nicknames. 
 

NICKNAMES  GIVEN NAMES 
 
Bell,Bella, Belle  Arabelle, Anabelle, Belinda 
      “         “  Elizabeth, Isabel, Mirabel 
Belle   Mabel, Sybil 
Bess, Bessie, Betsy Elizabeth, Elisabeth 
Beth, Bette, Bitsy         “            “ 
Bobbie, Bobby  Roberta 
Boots   Bertha 
Bridey, Brie  Bridget 
Carrie, Carry  Caroline, Charlotte 
Cindy   Cynthia, Lucinda 
Delia   Adelia, Adele, Cordelia 
Daisy   Margaret 
Dobbin   Robert 
Dode, Dody  Dorothy, Theodore 
Effie, Effy  Euphemia 
Fannie, Fanny  Frances 
Genie   Eugenia 
Greta   Margaretha, Margaret 
Hal   Harold, Henry 
Hattie   Harriett 
Hettie   Esther, Henrietta, Hester 
Jenny   Jane, Janet, Virginia 
Jock   John 
Kate, Kit, Kitty  Katherine 
Lena   Magdalena, Paulina 
   “   Angelina, Helena 
Madge, Maggie, Midge Margaret 
Mamie   Mary 
May   Mary 
Nell, Nellie, Nelly Eleanor, Ellen, Helen 
Nora   Elenora, Honora 
Pat, Patsy  Martha, Matilda, Patience 
Polly, Pollie  Mary, Paula 
Robin   Robert, Roberta 
Sadie, Sally  Sarah 
Sukie, Suchie, Suchy Susan, Susannah 
Tad   Theodore 
Ted, Teddy  Edward, Theodore 
Tilly   Temperance 
Tillie   Matilda 
Tina   Christina 
Trina   Catherine, Katherine 
Winnie   Winefred, Winifred 
 

 You may find an ancestor is 
known and recorded by more than one 
name.  
 For example, many “Williams” 
take the name “Bill” as a less formal 
derivative as they become adults. 
 Nicknames are usually given to 
children and may be used by them 
throughout life.  Therefore they will 
later appear in official records. 
 When researching an individual 
who has a nickname it is important to 
search under both their given/true name 
and any nicknames (and possible mis-
spellings). 
 Most genealogy programs con-
tain a field for nicknames and it is im-
portant to record any alternative names 
you find.  Use the designated field or, 
as a last resort, use the notes section. 
 

Some Famous Nicknames: 
 
Ike  Dwight D. Eisenhower 
 
Satchmo Louis Armstrong 
 
Papa  Ernest Hemingway 
 
Cher  Cherilyn LaPiere 
 
Scarface Al Capone 
 
Babe  George Herman Ruth 

 



Treasure State Lines  Volume 36 - Number 1  

 

What’s In an Occupation Name? 
A few unusual occupation terms listed in the publication 

“What Did They Do?” by Dr. Penelope Christensen 
(available in the GFGS library) 

 
 
 
 
  Mather …... Mower 
 
 
 
                 
 Phantasmagoria proprietor…..  
 …….Operator of an exhibition of optical illusions in London in 1802 
 
 
  Dubbin maker…..  
  …….Maker of waterproof leather polish 
 
    Rasper……..One who prepared a textile dye from logwood 
 
  Tector……..Plasterer 
 
                 Vocabu- list….Person 
who compiled dictionaries 
            Sidesman……..Churchwarden’s assistant 
 
     
                        Peskett…..Seller of peas
 Yagger.……..Peddler    
 
 
            
 
              Constant man…...  
  …….Agricultural laborer who works regularly for the same employer 
 
 

  Hot belly roller …….Occupation in tanning industry 
 
  
               Brogger……Raw wool merchant 
 
     Flat  driver…...Drayman 
 
      

 Gombeen …….Money lender              Limb Trimmer……..Tailor 
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Cascade County Officials - 1910 
Assembled on the steps of the Courthouse 

1. Jere B. Leslie, District. Judge 2. K.B. McIver, Commisioner 3. Tom Curry, Commissioner 4. Pete Johnson, Com-
misioner 5. David Wood, Clerk & Recorder 6. W.H. Harrison, Assessor 7. I.E. Leininger, Deputy Surveyor  8. Ben 
Johnson, Surveyor 9. Lee Dennis, Auditor 10. Frank Marshall, Deputy Clerk of Court 11. Tom Corbally, Deputy 
Clerk 12. George Harper, Clerk of Court 13. J.W. Schmidt, Deputy Assessor 14. Fred Hill, Treasurer 15. John Col-
lins, Sheriff 16. M.D. Nicholsen, Deputy Sheriff 17. Ferdinand Roosevelt, Deputy Auditor 18. Dr. E.K. Vidal, Coro-
ner 19. Frank E. Burleigh, Deputy Clerk 20. Tom Ashton, Public Administrator 21. Curt Dennis, Deputy Sheriff 22. 
A.D. Roushar, Deputy Assessor 23. George A. Poetter, Deputy Treasurer 24. Martin Stephens, Deputy Clerk 25. Lou-
is Kommers, Deputy Sheriff 26. Sam Stephenson, Deputy Co. Attorney 27. J.W. Speer, Co. Attorney   
    
Photo courtesy of The History Museum       
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Montana, the Magazine of Western History 
 
The quarterly magazine has been published by the Montana State Historical Society 
since 1951.  Each issue includes well-documented articles on the rich history of the 
western United States.  Additionally, there are photographs, illustrations, book reviews, 
travel features, and western art. 
 
 
 

The index to this publication can be found  
in our library and online at:  
http://svcalt.mt.gov/his/magazine/ 
 
Below is a sample of indexed articles 
that pertain to Cascade County: 
 
Cascade County  
            World War II 
             Salvage Committee 
 
Great Falls 
 YMCA, Handball 
 Dempsey-Gibbons Fight 
 Coal Field, History    Mint Sa-
loon, History 
            Great Falls Water and Power                               
Townsite Co. 
 
Cascade Livery Stable 
 
Cascade, Sieben Livestock Co. 
 
Neihart Mine 
 
Belt Creek School 
 
Vaughn, Robert—articles 
                 
Stephenson, Sam—cartoon   
 
Sun River     
 Stage Road     
 Wells Fargo Station 
                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to the efforts and generosity of GFGS 
member, Mike Chamberlain, our library now 
holds a collection of the magazine, from the first 
issues in 1951 to 2009, with only a few later is-
sues missing.  Mike and several other volun-
teers have spent many hours sorting and or-
ganizing the hundreds of publications now on 
the GFGS library shelves.   
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KIBBEY, MONTANA 
 
The little community of Kibbey was a part of Cascade County until 1920 when it  was included in the 
newly formed Judith Basin County.  
 
Located on Little Otter Creek a few miles northeast of  Monarch , the area was known earlier as Lessard 
(after local rancher Joseph Lessard) and had its own named post office which operated for only two 
months—February and March 1883.  
  
The newly named Kibbey post office was established  after that in 1883 with William Sellew as postmas-
ter.  After the post office closed in 1909 the Raynesford post office handled the mail for the area.  
  
For some time the thriving community included the post office, laundry, three saloons, barber shop, gen-
eral store, lawyer’s office, court, stucco mill and the schoolhouse.   
 
There were several gypsum mines in the area that were quite productive.   
 
In 1906 there was a stage that ran three times a week with mail from Monarch—fare, 50 cents.  
 
The townsite later became part of the Charles and Sophia Beckstrom ranch. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: in 

2007a woman in Sweden contacted GFGS for help with research and in 2008 she made the trip to Kib-
bey just to see the land her grandfather and his brother lived on in 1900.  Researchers for the Great 
Falls Genealogy Society had helped her find census and land records and were able to assist her in 
locating the property. 
 
 

The Kibbey school , established in 1883, was one 
of the earliest in the county. 
 
Many of the children rode horses  to  school. 
 
After the  school closed in the mid 1940s,  the 
building was the site of many community dances 
and other events. 

Kibbey Cemetery Burials 
(now on private property) 

 
ANDERSON, Mr. 
Died 6 August 1905 
 
ANDERSON, W. Owen 
Died 26 April 1896  
 
BENOIT, Mrs. Joseph 
Died 15 November 1896 
 
McFEE. Mrs. Peter 
Died 25 January 1899 
 
PETERSON, Infant 
Died 12 April 1889 
 
RICHEY, Two children 
Died 12 November 1892 
 
SWAN, Child 
Died 4 August 1891 
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Boreen,  August, Manager Farm 
Hixson,  Bertha, Housekeeper 
Morris,  Albert, Farm Laborer 
Hershberger,  Samuel L., Farm Laborer 
Oriet,  Adlor, Farmer 
    “   ,  Edna 
    “   ,  Leonard 
    “   ,  Alvin 
    “   ,  Peter J. 
   “    ,  Mary E. 
   “    ,  William P. 
   “    ,  Melvina G. 
   “    ,  John C. 
   “    ,  Geniveve G. 
Hoffman,  Jeremiah, Carpenter 
   “          ,  Helen A. 
   “          ,  Marvin 
   “          ,  Edna 
   “          ,  Lee 
   “          ,  Buford 
   “          ,  Helen 
Oriet,  Alex, Farmer 
   “    ,  Melvina V. 
   “    ,  Vernie P. 
   “    , Edwin 
Gahan,  Maurice, Farmer 
   “      ,  Annette 
Anderson,  Herman, Farmer 
   “           ,  Eva 
   “           ,  Oscar 
   “           ,  Adolph 
Olson,  Peter, Farmer 
   “     ,  Christena 
Hoagland,  Lars, Farmer 
Currey,  Patrick, Hired Man, Farm 
   “      ,  Mary F. 
   “      ,  John M. 
Anderson, August, Farmer 
   “          ,  Anna 
   “          ,  Tollie 
   “          ,  Arvia 
   “          ,  Floyd 
   “          ,  Roy 
Anderson,  Oscar, Hired Man Farm 
   “           ,  John, Hired Man Farm 
Johnson,  Adolph, Hired Man Farm 
Lycke,  Julia 
Anderson,  Charles, Farmer 
   “           ,  Augusta 

Henderlider,  Van, Farmer 
Harwood,  Susan 
Brown,  William, Farm Laborer 
Owen,  Gordon, Farm Laborer 
Harwood,  Joseph R. 
Croff,  James W., Farmer 
    “   ,  Hattie M. 
    “    , J. Willie 
    “    , Clarence R. 
Johnson,  Anton, Farmer 
Lawson,  Edith, Housekeeper 
Cook,  William, Farm Laborer 
Nelson,  Alfred, Farm Laborer 
Howk,  Fred T., Farmer 
    “    ,  Ann M. 
    “    ,  Annette M. 
Beckstrom,  Charles A., Farmer 
    “            ,  Sopha 
    “            ,  Mytte 
    “            ,  Elisie E. 
    “            ,  Carl H. 
Johnson,  John, Farm Laborer 
Hoagland,  Axle, Farm Laborer 
Leif,  Olaf, Farmer 
   “  ,  Vitta 
   “  ,  Oka, Farm Laborer 
   “  ,  Sigrit 
Hansen,  Henry C., Farmer 
    “      ,  Anna M. 
    “      ,  Henry, Jr., Farmer 
    “      ,  Jonas, Farmer 
Faber,  Elsie, School Teacher 
Williams,  Orville, Farm Laborer 
Lavoie,  Joseph, Farmer 
    “     ,  Mary E. 
Baoeh,  Joseph 
    “    ,  Carrie 
    “    ,  Mary E. 
    “    ,  Florence 
    “    ,  Blanch E. 
    “    ,  George 
    “    ,  Ester 
Busch,  Louie, Farm Laborer 
    “    ,  Baby 
Skagenborg,  Gust 
Lavoie,  Woffred, Farm Laborer 
    “     ,  Ruth 
    “     ,  Esther 
 
      

1910 Census 
Kibbey, Montana 

1910 United States Census, Kibbey School District #12, Cascade County, Montana 
     Pages: 3A and 3B                 Census Taker: Chas H. Cobb 
                                                                                               Extraction Courtesy of Donna Wahlberg 
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The Great Falls Tribune 

Montana’s Best News Gatherer 
 

 

 Colonel Lindbergh flew here from Butte after 
having, on Monday, made one of his scheduled stops in 
that city. “We: appeared out of the west at exactly 1:15 
p.m. and an instant later the siren at the Great Northern 
railway shops on the west side announced that Lindy had 
arrived.  The whistle at the smelter and the Central station 
fire siren joined in the announcement before the airship had 
crossed the Missouri river and all of the big whistles in 
town shrieked a welcome to the famous pilot and his air-
ship while he was in the city. 
 Lindbergh first crossed the southeastern portion of 
the city, circled out over the east end and north side resi-
dence districts, then banked sharply and swooped down on 
the business district.  Flying south immediately above 
Third street, Lindy dropped his message to the city as he 
neared the intersection of Third street and Central Avenue. 
The message, contained in a canvass bag and attached to a 
long orange colored streamer, struck Miss Ingeberg Myhr, 
proprietress of the Peacock shop, Liberty theater building, 
on the shoulder as it came down and then fell to the side-
walk. Miss Myhr picked up the bag and it was opened a 
short time later by Mayor Harry B. Mitchell. 

 Colonel Lindbergh made his lowest descent 
when he dropped the message and continued south 
over the First National bank building at the same alti-
tude.  A half score of men and women who were on the 
roof of the bank building waved a greeting to the fa-
mous pilot as he sped past, just above their heads and 
received a snappy salute in acknowledgement.  The 
famous Lindbergh smile was visible just above the rim 
of the cockpit, but because of his low altitude he could 
give the folks on the roofs but a momentary glance as 
he flashed past.  
 Colonel Lindbergh’s  call on Great Falls was 
shortened by his delayed arrival.  He was scheduled to 
be at the state fair grounds in Helena at 2 p.m., which 
left him but 45 minutes to deliver his message and 
wing his way back to the capital.  Five of these minutes 
were spent in the air above Great Falls, but reports 
from Helena later showed that the remaining 40 
minutes was more than he needed to cover the approxi-
mately 80 air miles to Helena. Leaving here at 1:20, he 
traveled to the capital in a burst of speed and was cir-
cling over the fair grounds at exactly 1:50. 

Sirens  Blast City at 1:15 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
Swoops Down Over Business Section to 
Drop Note at Central and Third; Circles 
About and Then Heads for Helena 
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Leaf inscriptions are designated by each contributor.   
The tree now displays 34 inscribed  leaves, as follows: 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

Heritage Tree Project 

Bill Brandt 
 
Lou Wilmot 
 
Joe and Julie Pepos 
 
Dominic B. Wardinsky 
Eva Parchen Wardinsky 
 
Larry D. Trainor—2008 
 
Frank and Lynda T. Schoonover 
St. Petersburg, Florida 
 
Elwin Ford 
Nellie Chinn Ford 
 
Howard and Frances Rice 
 
Frank and Nellie Tenney 
 
Charles and Mildred Rice 
 
Samuel and Harriet Dodd 
 
T. Budd Rice 
 
Keith Alfred Sanders 
 
Rev. Joe B. Allen 
April 23, 1934—April 28, 2005 
 
Sam Chamberlain 
Margaret Watson 
 
Jacob Nielsen Jensen 
Clytie Arlyne Shaw 
 
John Pepos Families 
Peter Chiotti Families 
Gus Berti Families 
 

Jody Manning 
Nils Emanuel Nilson 1898-1954 
Grace Sannes 1915 –1982 
 
Tom and Carol Lorang 
 
Preston W. Bradford 1956-1946 
Truman G. Bradford 1899-1994 
William L. Bradford 1935- 
 
Betty and Jack Waterfield Family 
 
Cecile S. Forsyth 
Gertrude F. Scott 
 
Marian Leitch Wiley 
A Founding Member 
A Past President 
 
Marian Bundi-Mowbray 
Diane Marian Robinson 
 
Dolores Sweeney Hochberger 1929-1999 
In Memoriam 
 
Harold Hochberger—2008 
 
Jeanne Earl 
 
Betty McDonald 
 
Winifred Sigler May 2002 
 
Everard and Lorraine Maffit Families 
 
David Oscar Leitz 1936—1999 
 
Kenneth B. Ferguson, Sr. 1916—2002 
Edna M. (Long) Ferguson 1919—2010 
 
Louise Surmi—2008 
 
William and Shirley Scott 2008 
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 5 Generation Chart of 
Jody Manning (Josephine Nilson) 
Additional charts are on file 
In the GFGS library 
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GREAT FALLS GENEALOGY SOCIETY 

Heritage Tree Project 

 

Honor your family        

Share your history 

                                     This beautiful commemorative tree is 

                                                              prominently displayed in our library 

 

As a special contributor, name/names of your choice will be engraved on a 

metallic leaf, and we invite you to: 

 

 1. Complete a four-generation chart (additional charts if you like) 

     2. Write a one or two page family narrative 

     3. Furnish one page of photos family and/or business related. 

     

All charts, histories and photos will be kept in a special book displayed with the tree. 

 

Since all leaves are of brass finish, the various levels of recognition are as follows: 

 

1 star - $50        2 star - $100      3 star - $250       4 star - $500      5 star - $1000 

 

All contributions are tax deductible. 

Return the bottom portion to GFGS – 301  2 Ave N., Great Falls MT 59401 

 

Name/names/dates to appear on leaf:  ________________________________ 

           ________________________________ 

          ________________________________ 

(may be your own name, ancestor or family surname, dates– up to 3 lines) 

 

Name of contributor_________________________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________                       

Phone_________________ 

 

Amount of contribution: $__________ 

 

For further information call the GFGS Library – 406-727-3922 

 



   

 

Great Falls Genealogy Society  
301 2nd Ave N 

Great Falls, MT  59401 
 

Return Service Requested 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit No. 10 
Great Falls MT 59405 
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