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Treasure State Lines 

Great Falls Genealogy Society 
301 2nd Ave North 

Great Falls, MT  59401 
  

Phone  406-727-3922 
E-mail:  gfgenealogy@genlibrary.org 

www.gfgenealogy.org 
  
   The Great Falls Genealogy Society was founded in 1975 
as a non-profit educational and research organization. 
Membership is January through December. Dues are $25 
for individuals and $30 for couples. We encourage all 
members to participate in the activities and duties of the 
Society. Members receive a monthly newsletter and the 
semi-annual publication in May and November, plus free 
use of our computers for research and access to over 
10,000 items - books, journals, CDs, and microfilm. 
 
MEETINGS.  Monthly general meetings and programs 
are scheduled the second Thursday of each month, Sep-
tember through May, at 6:00 p.m. Guests and visitors are 
always welcome. 
  

 
 
BOARD MEMBERS: 
President   Janet Thomson 
Vice President  Julie Pepos 
Recording Secretary Barbara Mittal 
Corresponding Sec. Margaret Lietz 
Treasurer  Pat Wardinsky 
Trustees   Diane Green 
   Larry Spicer 
   Marie Berti 
  
PUBLICATIONS: 
Treasure State Lines  
The Falls Newsletter  
  
Notice and Disclaimer: Articles contained in these publica-
tions may not be copied, published, or distributed for com-
mercial purposes without the written consent of the GFGS. 
The editors reserve the right to edit contributions for 
length, substance, and grammar. The GFGS is not respon-
sible for accuracy, errors, or omissions in articles submit-
ted by others, but proven errors will be corrected. 
  

Contents © 2014 All rights reserved. 

GENEALOGY LIBRARY. The Genealogy Library 
is located on the third floor of the Great Falls 
Public Library. The genealogy library is staffed 
entirely by volunteers. Hours are Tuesday 
through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

i 

 

Research Policy 
 

Researchers will complete a comprehensive search of 
the records available at the Great Falls Genealogy Soci-
ety library. 
 

The fee is $25.00 per immediate family. 
 

Photocopies of obituaries, marriage license/certificates 
and birth and death certificates are $5.00 each if or-
dered separately. 
 
Research will commence upon receipt of the fees; 
check or money order can be sent to our Great Falls 
office.  Payment by Paypal is also available. 
 
Any additional search of local records readily available 
at the Cascade County Courthouse requires an addition-
al fee and additional time.  Other fees may apply if the 
request is extensive. 
For additional  information, contact the Research 

Department by mail or  

at: gfgenealogy@genlibrary.org 

or by mail. 

“I read about eight newspapers a day. 
When I am in a town with only one news-
paper, I read it eight times.” 

Will Rogers 

“He who is without a newspaper is cut off 
from his species.” 

P. T. Barnum 

“Accuracy to a newspaper is what virtue 
is to a lady; but a newspaper can always 
print a retraction.”  
Adlai Stevenson 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/w/will_rogers.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/p/ptbarnum539957.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/p/ptbarnum539957.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/p/p_t_barnum.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/accuracy_to_a_newspaper_is_what_virtue_is_to_a/222256.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/accuracy_to_a_newspaper_is_what_virtue_is_to_a/222256.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/accuracy_to_a_newspaper_is_what_virtue_is_to_a/222256.html
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A snapshot of 100 years ago  
as published in the Great Falls Tribune 
 
An often overlooked source of information about the lives of our ancestors are local 

newspapers.  As you read the articles a picture of the times begins to emerge.  

“Newspapers can contain a multitude of genealogical information — obituaries; notices of births, 
marriages, and deaths; legal notices; estate transactions; biographies; military service; and immigra-
tion. 

They also provide insight into life as it was at a given moment in time. It answers questions like, 
What world events shaped their lives? What neighborhood happenings occurred? What fashions 
were being advertised, and what was their cost? What were the brands of food and other household 
items used and their cost? What were the forms of entertainment on a Saturday night? What oppor-
tunities were there in the want ads? Was there a letter waiting at the post office? 

Many current newspapers are online and an increasing number of older newspapers are being digit-
ized or portions transcribed and put online. If one can't find what he or she needs online one stands 
a good chance of finding a microfilmed copy that can be obtained through interlibrary loan.” 
                                                                                                                               By Barry Ewell 
                                                                                   For the Deseret News  
                       Published Feb. 1, 2014 
 
                                                                                                                                   
 

Many subscription websites offer access to historic newspapers, including Ancestry.com, Genealo-

gybank.com, and Newspapers.com. Access to the first two sites is available in the GFGS library. 

Chronicling America, a free Library of Congress site, contains digitized newspapers from all over the 

United States, for 1836 to 1922. (featured on the following page) 

Some helpful links: 
http://www.ancestry.com/wiki/index.php?title=How_to_Find_Newspapers 
http://news.google.com/newspapers   
http://www.ancestry.com/wiki/index.php?title=List_of_Useful_Newspaper_Resourceshttp://

blog.genealogybank.com/the-importance-of-old-newspaper-advertisements-to-genealogy.html      

 The GFGS library houses a collection of original newspaper books covering the period  1905—1957 that in-

cludes issues of the Great Falls Tribune and the Leader. Not all years are complete and some are fragile so 

require special handling. Browsing these publications  can provide several hours of reading enjoyment and 

information as to daily life. The content of the articles and the journalistic style reflect a by-gone time. 

All the articles and advertisements in this issue were scanned from the early 1914 issues of 

the Great Falls Tribune. 

I hope you will enjoy being transported back 100 years for a sample 

of the kind of information to be found in these old newspapers. 

Diane Green, Editor TSL 

 

 

1 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gLl35oCIDTEcZxydIR5N3zzOiSqRUBu_snClTlsqWx6Ess2jspV1E5bKJ5XNhl7CHQpFcL_scUiw_v2KHPJae4DHo4ZuswsaCeTTFqD4de9QVinThGYroP1R_Y3NdQ29mjOyf03w88vJQ31pB1vO1_V59OBw7ESUCU-j1YyzISS9GAppYgDSshp4N6rXO45g&c=CZ6jPpHzqqOSwrNvp-TI-0yOoVHoRYn9u
http://news.google.com/newspapers
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Using Free Newspapers From Yesterday To Find Your Ancestors 
by Janet Thomson 
[chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/newspapers] 
 

Chronicling America is the premier, free Website containing historic U.S. newspapers 
and digitized newspaper pages.  The site has an Internet-based, searchable database of U.S. 
newspapers, along with selected digitized pages, and adds more newspapers and pages 
through yearly projects. Partners in the effort include the Library of Congress (LOC) and the 
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH).  The Library of Congress permanently main-
tains this rich digital source.  Newspapers are selected from U.S. states and territories, and 
digitization is funded through NEH awards yearly. 

 Researchers will find the Website very easy to use.  The site provides a portal 
to discover information about American newspapers published between 1690 and the present, 
state by state (Newspaper Title Directory). This was a first phase, developed during the initial 
NEH-sponsored U.S. newspaper program. 

The Website’s main purpose, however, is to provide searchable newspaper pages of 
U.S. historic newspapers from 1836 through 1922.  Microfilmed newspapers are being convert-
ed, for reasons of efficiency and cost.  Read more about how the site’s historic newspapers 
were selected by state historical societies, at the Chronicling America Homepage.  To date, the 
Montana Historical Society has received three grants through NEH, and has been able to digit-
ize more than 300,000 newspaper pages from 46 newspapers.  Forty-two states currently par-
ticipate in digitization projects, making it possible for researchers to find information about past 
events and people, nation-wide. By the way, other countries, such as the UK and Canada, 
have similar projects. 

See the Main Page at chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/newspapers, and you’ll be off and 
running in your efforts to find local news about your ancestors. Take time to orient yourself, so 
you can use the resources efficiently. 

 If you want to see a listing of newspapers available from 1690 forward, enter “U.S. 
Newspaper Directory, 1690-Present” (far right on the screen). 

If you want to see what newspapers have been digitized for a particular state/place, 
select “All Digitized Newspapers, 1836-1922”, and once the states come up (left 
side) select the particular state to discover the newspapers and pages presently 
available. (I find this feature useful in identifying the newspaper I want to explore 
more thoroughly in later searches). One can begin exploring a particular newspaper 
by selecting it from the list—digitized pages will pop up, and can be easily in-
creased in size for your reading pleasure.  The site also provides a “snipping 
tool” (tool bar, far right) right at the top of the newspaper page so that you can se-
lect and save articles you find. One can move from page to page, and also, issue to 
issue, with ease.  One can also save articles in various formats as identified on the 
tool bar. 

If you would like to search for a particular name or event, the Main Page provides an-
other tool, “Advanced Search”, with options for you to narrow your focus to certain 
states or newspapers (“Select newspaper”).  Take time to carefully examine options 
here, since the way in which you use search terms can bring up different results.  I 
have found that identifying a particular newspaper is best—otherwise you’ll get hun-
dreds of results. Remember to drill down to the newspaper you want. 

Finally, my least-favorite Main Page option is “Search Pages”, since your search will 
find articles from all states, all newspapers available.  This option is probably most 
useful if you truly have a unique moniker (I tried Ukkelberg for a surname) or a 
unique search term, like “emancipation”.  Generally, this project-wide search option 
is frustrating for me—but it may be useful to you.   

 

Happy Hunting! 
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 Local Government 

Great Falls Tribune 1914 
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Great Falls Tribune 1914 
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                Business 
Great Falls Tribune 1914 
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Great Falls Tribune 1914 
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Great Falls Tribune 1914 
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Court Proceedings 

Great Falls Tribune 1914 
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Great Falls Tribune 1914 
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    Crime 

Looking Back 
 
April 11, 1814 

Great Falls Tribune 1914 
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Great Falls Tribune 1914 
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     Society and Community Events 
Great Falls Tribune 1914 
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Great Falls Tribune 1914 
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            Entertainment 

Great Falls Tribune 1914 
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Great Falls Tribune 1914 
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Church News 

Great Falls Tribune 1914 
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Vital Statistics 
Great Falls Tribune 1914 
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      Health and Beauty 

Great Falls Tribune 1914 
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Great Falls Tribune 1914 

19 



Treasure State Lines                                                                                                                   Volume 39  Number 1 
                                                     

 

Local Sports 

Great Falls Tribune 1914 
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Great Falls Tribune 1914 
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Great Falls Tribune 1914 
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Great Falls Tribune 1914 
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Great Falls Tribune 1914 
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Great Falls Tribune 1914 
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Great Falls Tribune 1914 
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Great Falls Tribune 1914 
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   Area News Great Falls Tribune 1914 

28 



Treasure State Lines                                                                                                                   Volume 39  Number 1 
                                                     

 

     Classified Ads 
Great Falls Tribune 1914 
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Enjoy your summer……. 


